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a letter from Mayor Przybylo:
Dear Neighbors,
In my sixty-nine years of life—66 years as a conscious
human being—I can’t remember a time like this. Usually, I
would begin with a greeting to a summer season filled with
festivities and vacations, but let’s be real…
Whether you work in an essential business, are furloughed
from work, or even terminated, we are all feeling the anxiety
of the unknown. How long must we social distance with a
covered face? How long must we refrain from visiting with
loved ones and friends? When may our children play in
the park with friends and family? Will what was usual ever
become normal again?
It is my strong belief that this pandemic is real and that
people are dying from being infected. Though politics and
science failed to protect us from this disease in the first place,
we must not forsake science as the path to health and some
normalcy. We will get through this with trust of our medical/
science community. I urge you to heed the advice of our
Governor, and the medical professionals and scientists who
are advising him.
There are some who feel that the stay at home order is an
affront to their individual constitutional rights. I strongly
agree with individual rights, except when an individual’s
action can cause harm or even death to another. Should fifty
people come together without precaution and five become
sick enough to be hospitalized, their care may mean a
shortage of hospital care for those who got sick through no
fault of their own. And what about the critical care workers
who may become sick or die because of individuals who act
above the law or wish to be a law unto themselves? It’s not fair
and it is wrong.
I have a friend or two who call me with concern and ask how
I am and what’s new. I respond, all is good and nothing's new.
Sometimes I call them and they respond to me the same—
nothing new, all the same. But then I began to think about
our current human condition.
Certainly our fleeting days are seemingly the same. With a
job or not, there are few diversions from what we do, day in
and day out. I’m living with my wife and adult daughter from
New York with our two poodles. One more poodle and we’d
have a circus act, but even that entertainment would mean
the same hoops of fire each day. So my knee jerk answer is
nothing is new.
However, I’ve come to think of this solitary time as something
that is life-expanding. I have internalized my daily routines,
and though I’m doing them exactly the same, I’ve come
to think of my actions as slightly different. With a slightly
different motivation.
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You will recall the movie,
“Groundhog Day” starring
Bill
Murray
(Loyola
Academy) as Phil Connors,
a weatherman who becomes
trapped in a time loop. Each
and every day the character
of Phil Connors, the cynical
narcissist weatherman, wakes
anew to the same routine.
Overtime he discovers that
the path to true love—the
affections of his beautiful
TV producer—may only
come through change. The
mundane daily routine at 2020 has begun to feel a bit like
first becomes exciting, but the movie "Groundhog Day,"
then Murray uses his endless hasn't it?
routines as chances to become
a better person, finally able to
find love.
Could we use this time loop and seemingly endless routine
we have been given to lead us to better connections – despite
the challenges we face? I for one will try, and I encourage you
to do the same. Use your imagination. If you’re asked to do
something routine, try doing it for a different reason each and
every day. Try: necessity, respect, payback, duty and even love.
This can be a very exciting time just doing the same thing
every day – the possibilities are endless.
In closing, no matter how we individually come out of
COVID-19, I believe the world will be a different place.
COVID-19, like 9/11, will create differences in the way we live.
To that point, we can all remember when you could meet a
loved one as he or she deplaned at the gate—but no longer. Is
the future a new world order relative to science and how nation
states inter-act? Perhaps deemphasizing globalization is the
path we take? Maybe COVID-19’s aftermath will bring back
good manufacturing jobs back to our shore, a reinvestment
in country, or even a stronger sense to our local community?
We are on the cusp of a new change. These are exciting times
watching and waiting for the new normal to evolve.
I hope you all remain well. We will get through this and come
out better for it.

Andrew Przybylo
Mayor, Village of Niles

847.588.8000
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What Can You Do?

From the Cover

The Village is launching the
"Niles Makes It Possible" Campaign
to share what you already know:
In Niles, anything is possible.
You Belong Here.
Niles Makes
it Possible.

Visit loveniles.com and share
this site with your friends,
family and colleagues
Share the Village's
Facebook posts
Subscribe to Chicago Parent
e-newsletters and visit
ChicagoParent.com and
ChicagoTribune.com to see
Village ads

Niles offers an education that
is first rate where all kids have
the opportunity to succeed; a
location that provides
easy access to the city, the
suburbs and the world and
a business community that
delivers every day.

Listen for Niles ads on
The Mix 101.9 and SHE 100.3
Renew your Vehicle Stickers
on June 1 that are newly
designed to fit with the
campaign (see page 7)
Pick up free campaign car
magnets (look for details
soon!)

Niles has neighbors who love
Niles; a community that nurtures
arts, culture and outdoor
recreational experiences; a
design district focused on
home improvement and local
government services that go
beyond the basics, from Police,
Fire and Public Works, to a Teen
Center, Senior Center, Family
Services and a Fitness Center.
All of these services are led by
a staff that cares
deeply about its
residents and
works hard on
their behalf to
keep making
Niles better.
Plus, with the
"Grow Your
Home" program,
homeowners
can build up or
build out and the
Village will waive
up to $5,000 in
fees.

Come to Niles
and Experience the
Possibilities.

At a time when
community and government are
more important than ever, Niles
is launching this campaign to
showcase that when it comes to
purchasing| a home,
opening a
VNILES.COM
847.588.8000
business or enjoying community
services, Niles cares.

Zeno Popa of Joe Donut is one
of the featured business owners
in the new Village advertising
campaign.

Send a shout out to those
residents and businesses
that are featured in the
campaign, including:
• Better Kitchens owner
Alan Zielinski
• Bradford Exchange and
Hammacher Schlemmer
Vice President Ken Gustin
• Brunch Café owner
Yannis Reglis
• District 63 Gemini
Robotics team
• H-Mart Managers
Dae Jin Ahn & Kyurah Son
• Izzy's Arcade Bar owner
Isabelle Nigro
• Joe Donut and Panel Brick
owner Zeno Popa
• Maine East High School
student Dalal Hassane
• United Hair Lines owner
Anna Harris
• Niles resident
Nina Laspina
• Niles residents Roxanne
and Rainer Weinberg

Questions? Contact Katie Schneider,
Community Engagement Coordinator,
at kds@vniles.com

|
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human services

An Update From the Niles
Family Fitness Center

The Fitness Center closed on Sunday
March 15 due to concerns over
COVID-19. The entire building went
through a professional deep cleaning and sanitizing
process, from the Membership Service Desk to the
fitness area, to the pool, sauna, hot tub, gym, track and
childcare, and all areas in between. Carpets were washed,
vents were cleaned and filters replaced. Equipment used
for programs has been cleaned and sanitized. While the
Center is closed, our team has introduced a number of
online programs to keep members engaged. Find "Niles
Family Fitness Center" on Facebook to get started.

We look forward to the days when group classes and
the close community of the Fitness Center can return.

Looking forward towards the future, Fitness Center
staff have made preparations for how to meet new
expectations for separation and cleanliness when the
Center reopens. The team has made changes to certain
areas so that they became touch-free, such as replacing
faucets. The pool and hot tub have been drained and
acid washed, including filters, skimmer baskets and
chlorine feeder tubes. Once the Niles Family Fitness
Center reopens, you will find new processes in place
throughout the building, including check-in areas,
locker rooms, workout areas and the fitness studio.
While change is rarely easy, the friendly Fitness Center
staff will be there through it all to assist and guide you.
As changes are made, we promise to keep you updated
with the latest information. The members of the Niles
Family Fitness Center are our number one priority, and
we are committed to making sure that the Fitness Center
is once again a healthy, safe and happy place to be in.
Be happy. Be healthy. Be safe.
Niles Family Fitness Management Team
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An Update from the Niles
Senior Center

The Niles Senior Center is closed
and all in-house programs
suspended, but its team is offering a
number of opportunities for everyone to stay connected
and engaged during the COVID-19 stay at home order.
• Visit www.vniles.com for the virtual program
guide, virtual entertainment and helpful resources
during the pandemic. If you are not on the Senior
Center email list, please call (847) 588-8420 with
your address to receive regular updates, as well as
a sneak peak of new weekly classes offered through
the Zoom online video platform. Are you new to
technology or simply having difficulty accessing
these programs? If so, please call the Senior Center
and their team can get you started.
• Upcoming programs include virtual Bingo,
Jeopardy, Trivia, Wheel of Fortune, Family Feud
and an Escape Room. Other sessions include a
Quarantine Walking Club, Gentle Strength Circuit
with Danielle Desherow, Friday Afternoon Movies,
a Virtual Variety Show, Spanish classes and a
discussion on Online Security, just to name a few.
• Follow the Niles Senior Center on Facebook to see
art projects that can be completed with supplies
already in your home. Videos include the Kindness
Rocks Project, chalk paint, and instructions on how
to make a paper wreath out of books and cardboard.
Wondering what to do with an old wine bottle?
Check out the NSC Facebook page to see how to
transform it into home décor.
• As we all remain at home, a number of Senior Center
services have continued, including Meals on Wheels,
the Medical Lending closet, the Friendly Visitor
Program (via phone), telephone reassurance calls
and the Pen Pal program. Telephone appointments
are also available for Medicare counseling and the
Benefit Access program.
We truly appreciate the engagement and guidance of our
members as we navigate this uncertain time and discover
new ways to stay connected. Together, the Niles Senior
Center continues to create opportunities for members
to connect and have an impact on the community. We
look forward to the time when it is safe to reopen the
building and resume regular programming. Until that
time, be well, stay safe, and reach out should you have
any questions or concerns.

GREEN NILES
Niles Teen Center Meets Virtually
with 5th Grade Classrooms

Under the current stay-at-home order, and
with schools fully transitioned to e-learning,
the Niles Teen Center has transitioned to new
methods of engaging area teens as well.
Plans for a special village-wide fifth grade cultural arts
presentation have pivoted from a live in-person assembly to
a video presentation and online classroom calls. Teen Center
Coordinator Michael Trevino is virtually meeting with fifth
grade classrooms to encourage students during the current
pandemic. The outreach inspires students to face the challenges
of transitioning from elementary school to middle school with
the support of their parents, guardians, teachers, and even the
NTC staff.
The presentation includes a pre-recorded segment where
Michael Trevino will break a stack of concrete bricks,
symbolizing students’ ability to
overcome the “walls” and challenges
that they face. Students will have the
opportunity to sign up to receive a
personally delivered care package,
containing a physical reminder of the
presentation, and will also be invited
to attend a special virtual classroom
party sponsored by the NTC at a later
date.
Classroom presentations are taking
place with Niles area schools through
the beginning of June, and will be
available for viewing by the general
public on Niles TV, the NTC website,
and their social media channels.

how are
you, really?

engage
Addiction. Gambling.
Mental health. If you are
struggling, engage with us.
We are here to help.

Since 1967, Niles Family
Services has been the only
one of its kind to offer 24/7
comprehensive services—
providing accessible, affordable
and multilingual counseling to
all Niles residents.

Schools, youth organizations, or religious groups that would
like to have the Niles Teen Center give a customized virtual
or in-person presentation to their students may request more
information at teencenter@vniles.com.

engage

vniles.com/engage
(847) 588-8460
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TheNiles
TeenCenter

NilesTeenCenter

Teen Center Coordinator
Michael Trevino prepares
to break a symbolic stack
of concrete bricks for a
video presentation.

Any fifth grade student who would like to request a care package
can do so by emailing the Niles Teen Center at teencenter@
vniles.com with “NTC Care Package” in the subject line.

NILES
FAMILY
SERVICES

www.nilesteencenter.org

Niles Teen Center

847-588-6900
teencenter@vniles.com

Niles Teen Center

Join the NTC for Virtual Interactive Games & Activities Throughout the Summer

The Niles Teen Center will be hosting weekly virtual activities, challenges, and interactive games
throughout the summer months and in compliance with social distancing guidelines. Check the NTC
website and the Instagram, Facebook, HouseParty, and YouTube social media channels listed above
for program information.
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community news

Niles North’s Vocal
Jazz Program is
District 63 Registration
East Maine School District 63 Online One of the Top in
Registration is underway for the 2020- the Nation

2021 School Year. Registration is open for
incoming kindergarteners (must be five
years old on or before September 1, 2020), as well as for
new or returning students entering grades 1-8.

Start on the Registration Page on www.emsd63.org
and choose the option that's right for you. Returning
student families will be directed to their current Parent
Portal accounts; families with new students (entering
kindergarten or new to the District) will start by identifying
their child's school and submitting an initial intake form.

Congratulations
to
“Take One,” Niles North’s premier vocal jazz group
(pictured above), on winning a Downbeat Award in
the category of Large Group Vocal Jazz Ensemble for
High School Outstanding Performances. Only five
groups received this honor this year out of the entire
United States and Canada. It is a prestigious honor and
confirms that the Niles North Vocal Jazz Program is one
of the top vocal jazz programs in the country. This is a
great accomplishment recognizing the students’ hard
work throughout the year.

The process for preschool registration will be available
soon. Check www.emsd63.org in the coming weeks for Uncle Pete’s Ministry Brings Hope
Amid COVID Shutdown
more information.
Since 2010, Uncle
District 207 Helping Those Most in Need
Pete’s
Ministry
District 207 has established a way for the entire community
based at St. John
to join together and provide support to students and
Brebeuf in Niles
families in need. The District is collecting money to
has prepared brown
purchase gift cards from local businesses that provide
bag sack dinners
groceries, food or household items. The community has
and delivered them
donated more than $85,000, and these gift cards are being
to homeless shelters Uncle Pete and Sister Judith Zonsius.
distributed to families who are identified as most in need
on the west side of Chicago. Despite the difficulties of
by school administrators.
the COVID-19 pandemic, Uncle Pete’s sack dinners
Anyone who wants to help these families can donate are being made and delivered. Recently, the parish’s
online or by check. More information is available at www. school students decorated bags at home in an effort to
bit.ly/207strong.
share messages of hope. The students and their families
Guest Speakers Sought for New Niles West are frequent volunteers for the sack dinner program.
According to one volunteer, the biggest thing they have
Career-Focused Class
learned is that people want to help other people. This
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is
program gives them a way to do that.
a new elective class at Niles West High School, designed
by District 219 to close the achievement gap. Niles “Uncle Pete” Zonsius was a parishioner and longWest AVID students are Freshmen (ages 14-15) in the time building and maintenance supervisor at St. John
academic middle who work hard and want to be prepared Brebeuf. He started making sack lunches and delivering
to succeed in college, career, and life. One feature of the them to individuals on the streets of Chicago in 2010.
AVID program is inviting guest speakers to inform the Over time, other people at St. John Brebeuf and other
approximately 20 students in each of the classes about organizations got involved and carry on his legacy
their career, and to inspire students to pursue that career today.
if they are interested. Each speaker will come to the two In 2012—the year he died at the age of 90—4,100 lunches
AVID classes, preferably on Friday mornings (in-person or were distributed to hungry people in Chicagoland.
virtually, to be determined based on the upcoming school By 2019, that number jumped to 25,000. During the
year). Guest speakers may have an associate, bachelor current shutdown, 4,200 lunches were distributed in
or advanced degree, but non-degree career speakers are April, and volunteers hope to increase that number to
welcomed and encouraged. If interested in participating 5,500 in May.
in the AVID Elective Classes Guest Speaker Program, For more information about volunteering, or to donate
please contact Jason Stanford at jassta@d219.org or to Uncle Pete’s Ministry, please visit www.sjbrebeuf.org,
(847) 626-2872, or Lisa Edelson at lisede@d219.org. or call (847) 966-8145.
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covid-19
testing our
strengthening
our community

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought both
unity and challenges. Read the latest
updates, and learn about available support.

Many Village services are still available, even with
buildings closed to the public. Transfer stamps can
be completed remotely, and there are options for
paying your water bill online or through the drop box
at Village Hall. Many police reports can be filed online,
and the Village’s online “Request Tracker” system
provides a way to send comments or questions to
all Village Departments. Visit www.vniles.com or call
(847) 588-8000 to find out how the Village can assist
you remotely.

Vehicle Window Stickers

This year, vehicle window sticker
renewals will be available online
at
www.vniles.com/onlinebillpay
4th of July Events
beginning June 1. Mail-in renewals
Canceled for
will also begin on this date. InSummer 2020
person sales will be delayed until
In response to current
Village Hall reopens.
crowd
gathering
New this year, most residents who
restrictions and in the
Families of Niles first responders received a senior discount in the
best interest of public
ride a float in the 2019 past will not need to show an I.D. to
safety,
the
annual
4th of July Parade. renew at the discounted rate.
Village of Niles 4th of
July Parade and Niles Park District Family Fun Fest Expect your pre-printed application in the mail during
have been canceled for Saturday, July 4, 2020. Due the first week of June. For more information, visit
to the global pandemic, and in keeping with state and www.vniles.com/onlinebillpay or call (847) 588-8000.
federal mandates and the CDC’s recommendations,
Property Taxes
the Village and Park District have agreed that this is
Cook County has announced that late-payment
the best course to ensure public health and safety.
interest penalties will be waived for two months on
Each summer, over 10,000 spectators line the parade the second-half installment on property tax bills. The
route to watch marching bands, specialty groups action means that property tax bills normally due
and local organizations. The hour-long parade ends August 3, 2020 can be paid as late as October 1, 2020
at Grennan Heights where the Park District hosts without extra late charges.
the summer’s biggest family fest with free hot dogs,
Executive Order On Face Coverings
pony rides, live music and many
or Masks
kid activities.
Mayor Andrew Przybylo issued an
The 4th of July parade and
Executive Directive on face coverings or
family fest have been a time
masks which directs all residents to wear
honored tradition, dating back
a face covering or mask when they are in
as early as the 1970s. This will be
public and asks businesses to deny service
the first summer in over 50 years
to anyone not wearing a face covering or
one will not be held.
Niles Public Works helps celebrate a mask that covers their nose and mouth.
The Park District and the Village
young resident's birthday. The Village is strongly encouraging
are brainstorming ways to still
residents to wear face coverings or masks when in
honor our nation’s independence as a community in public places. The Governor subsequently issued an
this unprecedented time. For updates on programs Executive Order regarding face coverings and masks.
and events, visit the Village website vniles.com or For more information visit www.vniles.com/masks.
Park District website niles-parks.org.

Village Services Available Remotely

Most Village facilities closed to the public in midMarch during the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The reopening date of Village facilities is still unknown
at this time. Village officials will continue to adhere to
official orders and guidance regarding public health,
and will begin a careful reopening process when it is
safe to do so.

Community Donations

See the Business Section insert for a special update
about generous donations from the community in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Niles TV has launched a “Good News Corner” video
series to share stories of community generosity and
uplifting examples of engagement during these times
of social distancing. Go to www.vniles.com/goodnews
to find a playlist of feel-good stories on YouTube.

Need extra assistance during the pandemic? Call Niles Family Services at (847) 588-8460.
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police and fire departments
Crime Prevention Corner

Financial scams have been around for many
years. However in 2020, the Police Department
has seen an increase in COVID-19 related
scams, especially related to government
stimulus checks. Scammers play on the fear
of the public during this pandemic and are
hoping that people will be anxious enough to fall for
their scams.
Some scammers will call you and pretend to be an IRS
agent. These criminals are often very convincing and
even at times aggressive, threatening arrest for noncompliance. Remember these tips to stay safe!
1. The IRS WILL NEVER CALL YOU about your
stimulus payment.
2. ALWAYS ignore any strange phone calls,
voicemails or text messages claiming to be from
the IRS or any government agency regarding your
stimulus check.
3. You will NEVER NEED TO SIGN UP to receive
your check. If you file your income taxes annually
or receive social security benefits, the IRS already
knows who you are and if you qualify for a check.
You will receive it—Be patient!
4. NEVER provide your personal information such
as your social security number, tax identification
number or bank account information to anyone
over the phone unless you are 100 % sure you
know who you are talking to and who they
represent.

gums and tongue or pale gums, vomiting and diarrhea,
and increased heart rate. Contact your veterinarian for
more information on any of these topics or if you ever
have any concerns about your pet’s health.
We also have to protect our homes from encroaching
wildlife that are more active in the summer such as
raccoons, skunks, opossums, coyotes, squirrels, and a
variety of insects. Simply put, you want to cut off access
to their basic resources—food, water, and shelter. Secure
garbage can lids or store garbage cans indoors, install
baffles on your birdfeeders to deter squirrels, keep your
grill clean, and don’t leave any pet food or water outside.
To eliminate shelter options, avoid stacking wood
against your house, remove tall grass and debris from
your yard, deny access to your roof by cutting back tree
limbs that are within 10 feet, and cover window wells
with a solid plastic cover. Be sure to continually check
the perimeter of your home for any holes or gaps in
your foundation, secure any holes in your fencing, and
cut off access to decks.

A Special Message from
Chief Luis C. Tigera

It is with great enthusiasm and pride
that I have been given the opportunity
to serve the Village of Niles community
for the past three years.
On behalf of the Niles Police
Department, rest assured members of
the Police Department continue to be
inspired by their commitment, energy and resilience
Living with Wildlife and our Furry Friends to exemplary public service to the Niles Community.
by Animal Control Officer Allison Cole
Despite the unforeseen challenges of COVID-19, the
With the summer months upon us, pet owners should Niles Police Department continues to maintain the
consider how they’re keeping their animals safe from highest quality police service by remaining hardworking,
critters, diseases, and the heat. While it’s a good idea dedicated and loyal men and women who take great
to have your dogs and cats on year-round heartworm, pride in providing the best services to our community.
flea, and tick prevention, these insects are significantly Thank you for allowing us to serve you!
more active in warmer months. Also, certain diseases
COMING SOON
are able to survive in the environment longer in warmer
•
Crime-Free
Housing
Training Program via Zoom
weather, so it’s important to keep your pets up-to-date
on all their vaccines. As we spend more time outside • Citizens Police Academy
with our pets, it’s good to know some signs of heat stroke • National Night Out
such as heavy panting, drooling or salivation, bright red Check www.nilespd.com for scheduling updates.
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Police Department • 7000 W. Touhy Avenue • (847) 588-6500

Summer Fire Safety Tip
Talk to your family about what to do in the event
of a fire. Have pre-planned escape routes from
each room and select a meeting place a safe
distance outside the home to meet.

The Culinary
Corner

featuring Police Officer
Rodney Whiteman
Many of us grew up
making sloppy joes
from a can of Manwich.
Today, I’d like to share
with you a healthier, delicious version that
also sneaks in some vegetables for your
children.
The Meat:
• 2 lbs. of ground beef or turkey
• 3 bell peppers (red, yellow, orange),
finely diced
• 2 medium onion, finely diced
• 3-4 cloves of garlic, diced or pressed
• Onion or garlic powder
• Salt and pepper to taste
The Sauce:
• 11/2 cups of ketchup
• 3 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
The Bread:
• French bread or a baguette
Directions:
• Brown the meat in a hot pan.
• While the meat is cooking, in a medium
mixing bowl, add your ketchup and
Worcestershire sauce and mix until it
is incorporated. After the meat is done,
drain the excess liquid.
• Add the peppers, onion, and garlic to the
meat, salt and pepper to taste, and cook
at medium heat until the vegetables are
tender. Add the sauce mix to the meat
and simmer for 15-20 minutes.
• Turn your oven on broil, slice your bread
approximately ¾-inch in thickness and
place on a cooking sheet. Brush each
piece with melted butter (one side only)
and sprinkle with garlic powder. When it’s
done, using oven mitts, remove the bread.
• Put your sloppy joe mix on top of the
garlic bread and enjoy!

Citizens Fire Academy

The Niles Fire Department is
proud to announce its thirdannual Citizens Fire Academy,
scheduled to take place late
this fall. Some of the topics
covered include Fire Department
operations, familiarization and
proper use of Personal Protective
Equipment
(PPE),
Engine
and Truck operations, vehicle
extrication, and more! The class
meets one evening per week for
nine weeks culminating with a
live fire scenario.
For more information about this
year’s Citizens Fire Academy,
please contact District Chief
Guerino at (847) 588-6806 or by
email at srg@vniles.com.

Pictured: Past participants of the
Citizens Fire Academy.

Explorer Post #28

NFD Explorer Post #28 has been
established to give young adults,
ages 14-21, an opportunity to learn
about what it is like to be a Niles
Firefighter. Explorers will not
only learn about NFD operations,
they will receive EMS and First
Aid training as well. Explorers
will have the opportunity to
participate in community events
alongside sworn NFD members.
All Explorer meetings will be
led by a NFD instructor and
some of the topics covered will
include ropes and knots, hose
deployment, SCBA use and
maintenance, and more! Dates

are being finalized so please check
back over the summer to learn
more. Please contact District
Chief Guerino at (847) 588-6806
or by email at srg@vniles.com for
more information.

Brunch Cafe generously donated
lunch to the NFD on May 1.

Thank You!

The NFD would like to take this
opportunity to say "Thank You"
for all the donations we have
received over the past several
months. We have received an
outpouring of support throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic far and
above our wildest imagination.
The constant supply of donated
meals have allowed us to focus our
efforts where they matter most,
on the residents. Furthermore,
the donations of N95 and Surgical
Masks have allowed us to help
our partners at Lutheran General
Hospital, who have experienced a
critical shortage of those supplies.
Those masks helped doctors,
nurses, and hospital staff protect
themselves so that they can care
for the high number of sick
patients. Thank you to everyone
who donated a meal, supplies, or
simply a kind word to us in these
uncertain times. Your generosity
has not gone unnoticed and will
not be forgotten.
Sincerely,
The Niles Fire Department

Fire Station #2 • 8360 W. Dempster Street • (847) 588-6800
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NILES public works
View the Niles Water Quality Report

Please go to https://www.vniles.com/CCR2020 to view your
2020 Annual Water Quality Report. This report contains
important information about the source and quality of your
drinking water during 2019. To obtain a paper copy of the
report, please call (847) 588-7900.

Use Mulch Correctly to Avoid Hurting Trees

Trees are a lot like humans. They need to breathe, eat and
drink. Trees also need to have a solid base to stand up on.
Here’s another way to think about it: The root flare on a tree
is the foot and the trunk is its leg.

at Milwaukee and Oakton; Milwaukee
and Howard; Milwaukee and Harlem; and
Touhy and Milwaukee. The Village of Niles
has also utilized this program to begin
swapping standard streetlights in two subdivisions: Oak Park
and Jarvis Avenues; and Root, Grand and Elizabeth Streets.
These upgrades will reduce energy costs immediately, and
reduce material and labor costs substantially over the lifetime
of the LED bulb, which is estimated at 50,000 hours. Work is
scheduled to be completed by the end of June.

Tree Trimming Zone 1

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Village
of Niles has postponed trimming Zone 1.
Pruning of Village trees is on a 5-year cycle
and is completed by a contractor. Any urgent
or emergency pruning calls will still be
handled by Public Works staff.

Zone
1

Niles and the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES)

Ever heard of volcano mulching? This is a problem that is
not only a Niles issue, but a global issue. Volcano mulching
is where mulch is piled high against the trunk of a tree.
Tree trunks are not meant to be covered with mulch. It's
important keep their "feet and legs" dry to avoid their own
kind of "trench foot."

Tree Care Tips New Parkway Trees

Newer trees have a more difficult time handling heat and
drought. You can help your trees by properly mulching and
watering your tree 2-3 times per week. This schedule should
continue for the first couple of years. Start watering new trees
immediately after they have been planted. Lay a garden hose
on the grass near the root ball of the tree.
Water your new tree for about 30 seconds with a steady
stream of water. This is especially important during dryer
months of summer. Another reason we water only the root
ball and NOT the canopy of a tree is to promote root growth
and prevent leaf scorch. Leaf scorch is a condition that can
occur when the canopy of a tree becomes wet from watering
and the tree is in direct sunlight.
The Morton Arboretum has helpful tips on their website.
Visit www.mortonarb.org and search “Watering Trees.”
lf you have any questions about the care of your parkway
tree, please call (847) 588-7900.

LED Lighting Upgrades

Village staff has started to swap streetlights with new
LED lighting. The Village is taking advantage of a ComEd
incentive program where the Village is saving an average
of 50% on the cost of purchase for these LED bulbs. This
project started with pedestrian streetlights that are located
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Zone Z
3

Stormwater, the runoff water from rain and snowmelt,
is one of the most difficult sources of water pollution to
control. Stormwater picks up pollutants from developed
land and carries these pollutants to our rivers and the lake.
Stormwater pollutants include litter, bacteria, and chemicals
such as fertilizer from lawns and oil from cars. The Village of
Niles is required to comply with the NPDES Phase II Permit
that applies to stormwater discharges from storm sewers and
drainage ways within the Village’s jurisdiction. Each year,
in order to meet and exceed our established measurable
goals and remain in compliance with the permit, Niles
Public Works Department performs many activities that are
critical to keeping stormwater clean. Some of the 2019-2020
highlights include:
• Gave a presentation about stormwater and pollution at
Niles’ Public Works Open House in May of 2019
• Distributed brochures regarding stormwater and
stormwater pollution
• Approved the Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP)
(available for viewing at https://www.vniles.com/175/
NPDES-MS4-CSO)
• Held several Stormwater Commisson meetings
• Performed 60 erosion control inspections of construction
sites
• Performed inspection of major storm water detention/
retention facilities in the Village
• Performed dry-weather and wet weather inspection of
23 outfalls
• Cleaned 500 catch basins
• Cleaned 20,546 feet of storm sewer main (82,185 feet in
total of sewer mains)
• Swept approximately 3950 miles of curb

Public Works • 6849 W. Touhy Avenue • (847) 588-7900

Z

Niles’ Public Works
Department will continue
to make progress towards
achieving the statutory
goal of reducing the
discharge of pollutants
to the maximum extent
practicable.

Stormwater
Management

1. History of Stormwater
Planning
Cover of the Village of Niles
Following
extensive Stormwater Management Plan.
flooding in 2008, the
Village of Niles formed the Stormwater Commission
to address drainage issues throughout town. In 2012,
the Village issued the Stormwater Relief Program. The
plan recommended Tier 1 Stormwater infrastructure
improvements focusing on the worst areas of flooding.
Tier 1 resulted in a Village expenditure of $12.8
million for four drainage projects benefiting hundreds
of homes. The Tier 1 improvements have performed
extremely well, with very few drainage issues noted for
the benefiting areas of Ransom Ridge, Grennan Heights,
Evergreen Estates, and Oakton Manor. The Village also
implemented lot level flood control assistance benefiting
over 418 homes to date. This 50/50 flood control program
still exists, and you can call (847) 588-8040 to learn more.
2. Stormwater Update
Following the success of the Tier 1 stormwater relief
program, the Village undertook an update to the
stormwater master plan that was completed in 2018. The
2018 update identified that flooding conditions remained
throughout town and identified 26 projects totaling
$88.9 million dollars. With so much need identified and
limited resources to address the problems, the projects
were prioritized in terms of benefits and cost. The
stormwater management plan can be found online at
www.vniles.com/stormwaterplan.
3. Future Planning
Due to the amount of resources needed to address
stormwater in the Village, staff continues to pursue grant
funding. Currently, staff is working with the MWRD and
IEPA to secure funding for the Golf Mill Park/Greenwood
basin project, which will benefit the neighborhoods of
Courtland Park and Ballard Terrace. The Commission
has also recognized that while large-scale projects are
important, it is also important to continue to address
the lot level flooding. The draft fiscal year 2021 budget
includes consideration of a backyard drainage assistance
program that would assist homeowners with persistent
yard drainage issues. These yard drainage issues are
prevalent throughout town. Look for more information
to come in ‘Focus on Niles’ as new programs move
forward.

More Updates from Village Hall
Swimming Pools

As summer approaches, thoughts turn to refreshing days
at the pool. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and the need to follow the Centers for Disease Control
guidelines on social distancing, one option for many will
be to install a pool on their property. The Community
Development Department would like to remind you of
the Village permit process, which will protect you and the
Village from improper work done by contractors. Permits
can save you money by making certain that contractors
perform jobs correctly the first time so that they do not
have to be redone to meet Village codes. We want to
ensure that you will enjoy your pool for many years to
come. You may obtain and submit a permit application
online by following these steps:
• Visit our Village website at www.vniles.com. In the
search bar, type “Swimming Pool Information.” There,
you will find all of the requirements for installing your
pool.
•

After reviewing the required pool setbacks from any
power and lot lines, mark the entire pool footprint on
your lawn with a garden hose, cord or similar item
and notify the Community Development Department
at (847) 588-8040. They will send an inspector to
verify that the proposed pool will fit within your yard
prior to your submittal.
• Use the search bar to find the “Permit Applications”
page. Scroll to “Available Forms” and click the first
option, “Permit Application.” Return the completed
application with one copy of your plat of survey
showing the proposed location of your pool to the
Community Development Department via email at
pb@vniles.com, or by dropping off your materials at
1000 Civic Center Drive.
Please contact John Montejo, Building Inspector at (847)
588-8067 or jpm@vniles.com for any questions regarding
the installation of a swimming pool.

O’Hare Noise Monitor

The Village of Niles is happy to announce
that a permanent noise monitor, used
to record airplane noise generated by
operations at O’Hare International Airport,
will be installed in the Oakton Manor area
of Niles. Installation of the monitor will
supply data for a permanent record of
noise activity generated by O’Hare Airport
over Niles and will aid in developing
strategies to abate the noise.
Previously,
all
noise
measurements
from O’Hare were extrapolated from
Above: Sample
noise monitors located in Park Ridge —
of a permanent
approximately one mile away from Niles.
noise monitor.
This did not serve the Niles community,
and the Village argued that the citizens of Niles needed
their own permanent monitor to obtain accurate noise
measurements. The Village extends its gratitude to
the Chicago Department of Aviation for their help and
corporation in obtaining this important tool to monitor
O’Hare Airport noise.
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Business Section
Focus on Niles - SUMMER 2020

The Village of Niles knows this is an extremely challenging time for local businesses. This edition of the
Business Section recaps some of the actions taken to support the business community, and provides
guidance for the steps ahead.

Village Defers Fees

Niles businesses have a multitude of questions
given the severe challenges and uncertainty of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Village delayed the
start of the 2020–2021 business license year until
60 days after the Governor rescinds the Stay-atHome Executive Order (rather than May 1). Please
note this change will only apply to the upcoming
license year, which will end on April 30, 2021. The
following fee payments are deferred (without
late fees) until 60 days after the Stay-at-Home
Executive Order is rescinded by the Governor: 1)
Business License Fees; 2) Food & Beverage Taxes
(Businesses must still file their Prepared Food
and Beverage tax forms as you do with the State
of Illinois sales tax form even if you are unable
to make a payment); 3) Prorated Liquor License
Fees and 4) Prorated Video Gaming Fees.

Above: Village officials receive a donation of face
shields from JohnsByrne Company.
for Business” signs and banners for free in
partnership with the Niles Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and the Village of Niles. The Open
for Business signs and banners were designed
for restaurants that are open with carry-out
and curbside service. The signage has been
successful in letting consumers know they can
order carry outs from these restaurants that have
closed their dining rooms in accordance with the
Governor’s Stay-At-Home Order.

Business Reopening Plans

Support Niles Businesses

The Village of Niles is asking residents to support
Niles businesses that have been affected by the
Coronavirus by purchasing gift cards from the
restaurants and other businesses. Residents can
buy directly from the restaurants and businesses
to provide additional operating funds for the
months ahead. When the pandemic is over, you
can redeem the gift card at Niles businesses.
Businesses are encouraged to update their web
sites to sell gift cards. Residents can also support
the restaurants that may offer drive-thru, takeout, or curbside service.

Niles Restaurant Open for
Business Signs|
VNILES.COM

Diamond Design and Engraving printed “Open

The Village would like to assist businesses with
reopening when the Governor’s Stay-at-Home
Order is rescinded. The Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) has developed
COVID-19 planning guidance based on traditional
infection prevention and industrial hygiene
practices. It focuses on the need for employers
to implement engineering, administrative, and
work practice controls and personal protective
equipment (PPE), as well as considerations for
doing so. This guidance is intended for planning
purposes. Employers and workers should use
this planning guidance to help identify risk
levels in workplace settings and to determine
any appropriate control measures to implement.
Additional guidance
847.588.8000
| may be needed as COVID-19
outbreak conditions change, including as new

Focus on Niles Business Section - Summer 2020
information about the virus, its transmission, and
impacts becomes available.
The U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services’ Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) provides the latest information
about COVID-19 and the global outbreak:
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov.
The OSHA COVID-19 webpage offers information
specifically for workers and employers:
www.osha.gov/covid-19.
For most employers, protecting workers
will depend on emphasizing basic infection
prevention measures. The following is only a
sampling of the recommended practices for
reopening businesses:
1. Infection Prevention
• Promote frequent and thorough hand washing,
including providing workers, customers, and
worksite visitors with a place to wash their
hands. If soap and running water are not
immediately available, provide alcohol-based
hand rubs containing at least 60% alcohol.
• Encourage workers to stay home if they are
sick.
• Maintain regular housekeeping practices,
including routine cleaning and disinfecting of
surfaces, equipment, and other elements of
the work environment.
2. Administrative Controls
• Minimize contact among workers, clients,
and customers by replacing face-to-face
meetings with virtual communications and
implementing telework if feasible.
• Establish alternating days or extra shifts that
reduce the total number of employees in
a facility at a given time, allowing them to
maintain distance from one another while
maintaining a full onsite work week.
• Provide workers with up-to-date education
and training on COVID-19 risk factors and
protective behaviors (e.g. cough etiquette
and care of PPE).
• Provide resources and a work environment
that promote personal hygiene. For example,
provide tissues, no-touch trash cans, hand
soap, alcohol-based hand rubs containing at
least 60 percent alcohol, disinfectants, and
disposable towels for workers to clean their
work surfaces.
• Require regular hand washing or using of
alcohol-based hand rubs. Workers should
always wash hands when they are visibly

3.
•

•
•

soiled and after removing any PPE.
Personal Protective Equipment
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) are
effective in minimizing exposure to COVID-19
when worn consistently and properly.
Correctly using PPE should be used in
combination with other prevention strategies.
Examples of PPE include: gloves, goggles,
face shields, face masks, and respiratory
protection, when appropriate.

Community Donations

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Village of
Niles has seen an outpouring of support from
the Niles business community. The Niles Fire
Department has accepted donations of Personal
Protective Equipment
(PPE), which in turn
have been used by
Niles first responders
or given to local
hospitals. One of many
generous
donors
was
JohnsByrne
Company,
who
Above: Bee Sales' Spencer Chung
designed, produced
(center) donates masks to Mayor
and donated their
Przybylo & Fire Chief Feld.
own face shields.
Below: Niles Family Services
Food donations have
receives a donation of food from
been streaming into
Patel Brothers.
the
Niles
Family
Services food pantry
at an amazing rate. In
addition to individual
donations,
School
District 63 organized
an online campaign
(yougivegoods.com/
niles-fooddrive)
for
the public to donate money that is then used
to purchase groceries for the food pantry. Also,
several area grocery stores have made enormous
food donations, such as Fresh Farms and Patel
Brothers.
These are just a few samples of the many
generous donors that have made a difference for
the community during the current pandemic. The
Village appreciates all of its donors, and looks
forward to recognizing these great community
partners later this year. Experience stories like
these in Niles TV’s “Good News Corner” series. Go to
www.vniles.com/goodnews to find a playlist of
feel-good stories on YouTube.

John C. Melaniphy • Director of Economic Development • (847) 588-8074 • jcm@vniles.com

