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Be Alert!
Sign up today for a new
emergency alert system
for the Village of Niles
at www.vniles.com/alert
See page 5.

Inside: Give your feedback about the potential future
of Golf Mill Park! See page 5.
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a letter from Mayor Przybylo:
To Niles Residents and
Businesses,

My final message here is about our Village
economy and the need for it to grow in
terms of new revenue through private
investment. Immediately, we are seeing real pressure to
spend on increased labor costs, road reconstruction and
repairs ($16 million), the reconstruction of Fire Station
#2 (estimated $2 million) and doubling our pension
contribution by $1 million per year. I called for a study
which shows that over the next five years our budget
could draw down reserves by a little over $1 million
dollars just for increases from labor and cost of goods
with only a moderate increase to pensions.

As I write you today—in the
second week of November—we’ve
had two snow events and several
days of temperatures into the
teens. Looks like a north-woods
kind of winter here in Niles, so
bundle up and stay warm. From
experience, I advise that if you are 55 or older and not I called for and Village staff provided an Economic Summit
in the best condition, do not shovel heavy snow in low wherein I had hoped that some big ideas could come
temperatures. It can be dangerous.
to the fore by some very talented people in attendance.
I would like to explain my recent tie-breaking vote to allow However, no big ideas came from that two-day session
recreational cannabis sales in Niles. My ‘yes’ vote was first because we did not workshop the problems. I have a
based upon practical reality. Whether one is for or against couple of big ideas, for instance creating a Task Force on
marijuana sales in Niles (or anywhere), the ship has left Pension Funding which could recommend initiatives to
that harbor. Since the Illinois legislature and our Governor be adopted by ordinance that would nearly be impossible
legalized those sales, marijuana can be potentially sold for a Board of Trustees to step back from—a progressive
within a half mile from our Village in other municipalities. way in which over ten years we would automatically pay
This is a potential problem without borders.
down our pension needs.
Secondly, we must not stand on principle only with A second big idea is to set goals for senior Village staff
regards to cannabis sales. Regardless of where marijuana to trim labor costs and for some departments like
is sold, the Niles community will be affected by its usage. Community Development to meet revenue growth
Therefore, we must be practical and use our resulting tax through private investment and subsequent increases
revenue from the product to lessen or alleviate its negative in new property taxes and sales taxes. Like in private
impact on our community. Without the tax, the problems business, senior staff would have numeric goals to meet.
will exist. With the tax, we can address the potential Job performance bonuses could be attached to successes
problems in our schools and on our roads.
and wage stagnation or discharge could be the result of
I am seeking that the Board be proactive and make possible failure.
for the Niles Director of Family Services to create outreach I could go on, but in the autumn of my years of service to
to our local school administrations, for the purpose of Niles, I’ve become a lame duck.
establishing programmatic needs related to cannabis My vision for Niles comes into question because the
usage. Once the need is properly vetted, an ordinance choices I present are not easy to implement, or for some,
should be put in place for the Board to appropriate the not easy to understand. Nonetheless, I will continue to
dollar amount necessary.
make my best effort.
It is estimated that our tax revenue on marijuana sales
will be, on the low end, $400,000 and potentially as high
as $1,200,000. Surely a small portion can be relegated to
help protect our children. Current funding budgeted for
addiction service is now approximately $100,000, but that
is being used for gambling and alcohol abuse problems.
The Board must not shirk its responsibilities to our
children. I trust that they won’t.
VNILES.COM
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Have a happy and blessed holiday. My best wishes to
residents and business owners alike.

Andrew Przybylo
Mayor, Village of Niles
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From the United States Census Bureau:

village hall news
Citizen Survey

The 2020 Census is accessible for everyone.
We’re making sure that however you choose to respond—
online, by phone, or by mail—that the census is accessible.
You’ll receive an invitation to respond beginning in midMarch. You choose how you want to respond.
You can respond online in English or in 12 additional
languages. The online questionnaire is accessible,
following the latest web accessibility guidelines. We’ll
also have a video in American Sign Language available to
guide you through responding online.
You can respond by phone in English or in 12 additional
languages. You can also respond in English by TDD at
844-467-2020.
By mid-April, we’ll mail a paper questionnaire to
every household that hasn’t already responded. (Some
households will receive a paper questionnaire along with
the first invitation in March.)We’ll have braille and large
print guides available online to assist you with completing
the paper questionnaire.
If necessary, you can respond in person beginning in
mid-May. Census takers will visit all households that
have not yet responded. We’ll have census takers available
who can communicate in American Sign Language and
additional languages. When the census taker visits to
help you respond, you can request that another census
taker who communicates in American Sign Language
returns, if you prefer. If you prefer, you may also choose
to have another member of your household interact with
the census taker.
Responding is important. A complete count helps ensure
that services like Medicare, Medicaid, social security, and
public transportation can support those who need them.
Responding is safe. All of the information you share with
us is protected by law and cannot be used against you.
Responding is accessible. We’re doing everything we can
to ensure the ways to respond are accessible for everyone.
Any questions? Please visit 2020census.gov. This website
is 508 compliant and accessible to people of all abilities.
VNILES.COM
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The Village of Niles conducted a citizen survey
in 2019, and the results are in! Citizen Survey
results can be found on the Village’s website
under ‘News and Announcements’ or under
Government/Transparent Government in the
home page header.

Adjudication Online Payments

You can now pay adjudication tickets online
for certain violations and citations issued by
the Village of Niles. Go online to www.vniles.
com/pay and follow the link under “Village
Adjudication Tickets.” Please note that some
types of violations cannot be paid online,
including those with a mandatory court date
and citations involving minors.

Promoting Employee Excellence through
Recognition (PEER) Award

Congratulations to our PEER Award recipients.
These Village employees have demonstrated
keen qualities, provided exceptional leadership,
performed an outstanding act, or found an
innovative solution that saves money.
August: Michael Stack, Mike Stenson, Rob Habel,
Sam Puleo and Todd Jackson (Public Works)
September: Byron Tull, Colin Wood and Daniel
Reid (Fire Department)
October: Bryan Cosgriff (Administration)

From the Village Clerk: Board of Trustees
2020 Meeting Schedule

All Board of Trustees meetings are held at 7:00
P.M. at the Village Administration Building, 1000
Civic Center Drive. The public is invited to attend.
For additional information, please contact Village
Clerk Marlene Victorine at (847) 588-8003 or
mv@vniles.com.
Final 2019 Meeting: December 10.
2020 Meetings: January 28; February 25;
March 24; April 28; May 26; June 23;
July 28; August 25; September 22;
October 27; November 17; December 8.
847.588.8000
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public works

and winter information

Snow Removal Information

As we approach winter, the possibility for accumulating
snow increases. The Village’s Public Works Department
uses specialized software to create the most efficient route
for salting and plowing roads. When it snows, keep in
mind:
•

Water Meter Replacement

The Village of Niles has contracted with Professional
Meters Inc, (PMI) to replace aging water meters
with new water meters throughout the Village.
This project will be starting in December of 2019
and should be completed by April of 2020. These
new meters will allow the Village to implement an
automated meter reading process that will provide
better customer service, greater data accuracy, and
reduced operational costs. The following information
is important for you to understand in advance of our
visit to your home:

Major roads have
priority in snow
plow operations,
followed by side
streets,
then
finally alleys and parking spaces. Plowing bigger streets •
first allows traffic to flow better throughout the Village.

•

The Village maintains 178 lane miles of streets, including
most State roads. The Village does not maintain Golf
Road and Caldwell Avenue (State roads) or Greenwood
Avenue (County road). Visit www.vniles.com/snow to
learn more about snow plow procedures and priority
order.
Place garbage and recycling bins on the parkway,
not in the street, so as not to obstruct snow removal
operations.
Shovel snow from your driveway towards your right as
you’re facing the street. This leaves less snow that plows
might push onto your driveway as they approach from
your left.
Do not shovel snow into the right-of-way, including
roads and alleys.
Parking is prohibited on streets with posted snow
route signs until snow plowing operations have been
completed.

•
•

•
•

This information is available in other languages at
www.vniles.com/snow.

Still Available: Niles Street Signs

Niles Public Works has completed replacing the street signs
throughout town, and the old signs are for sale for $20
each! Signs will be sold at Holly Jolly Fest on November 30.
Signs will not be on site at Holly Jolly, so you will receive
a receipt reserving your sign and you will have to make
an appointment to pick the sign up at Public Works.
Limited quantities are available, and some street names
may be sold out. Check or
cash only. Signs are sold
“as-is,” subject to years of
weathering.
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This is a mandatory water meter upgrade project.
However, the Village and PMI are working to make
this as convenient as possible for residents.
The replacement of these meters will require
access to your residence, as all meters are
located inside, near the main water shut-off valve.
The area around the meter needs to be free of
obstructions and accessible to the installer.
Someone age 18 or older must be present during
the installation which usually takes about 30
minutes during which time the water will be shut
off.
You will receive a mailed notification from PMI prior
to meter installers arriving in your neighborhood;
this notification will include a phone number to
call as well as a website where you can set up an
appointment for your meter to be replaced.
The automated meters will transmit water usage
data wirelessly to the Village, but they present no
health or data security risks.

Please visit the Village website, which will be updated
regularly, for more information about the project
at www.vniles.com. Should you have questions or
concerns related to this process, please contact the
Village of Niles Public Works Department at (847)
588-7900.

Water Service Survey

Please keep your eyes open for a mailing from the Village
about your water service material. The Village is asking
residents to assist in collecting this important information.
Once compiled, the water service data will help with
the Village’s long-term water system planning. More
information about identifying your water service material
is available on the water department webpage within the
Public Works section of vniles.com. The water service
survey is available here: www.vniles.com/servicesurvey.

Public Works | 6849 W. Touhy Avenue | (847) 588-7900

Rave Alert:
New Emergency Notifications

The Village has initiated a new emergency
notification system. This will replace an old
system for making reverse 9-1-1 calls (sometimes
referred to as “robocalls”). In the new system,
residents sign up and maintain their own contact
information in the system. Residents should sign
up for their free “Rave Alert” account as soon as
possible to make sure they continue to receive
emergency calls. Visit www.vniles.com/alert.
Why is the system changing?
The existing call system was powerful, but
expensive. While the Village compiled some
phone numbers on residents’ behalf, there was
not an easy way to add additional numbers if
they weren’t already registered with the Village
(for example, if a household has multiple cell
phones). The new system will open the door to
more residents and visitors subscribing to alerts.
Will I stop receiving emergency calls from the
Village if I don’t create a Rave Alert account?
Maybe. The Village will use its existing emergency
call list to help transition to the new service, so
all numbers will continue to receive emergency

calls initially. However, this
old data will be retired as
it becomes outdated. This
is why it’s important for
everyone to register as soon
as possible.
Public phone records will
be imported into our calling
system automatically and
indefinitely. Generally this
means that any landline
phone numbers that are
in the phone book will
continue to receive calls.

Information cards about
the new alert system
are available at Village
facilities. Scanning the
QR code takes residents
to the signup page at
www.vniles.com/alert.

While these alternate methods will help make sure
that everyone receives alerts in the short term,
it is highly recommended that everyone register
with Rave to remain on our list permanently.
Can I customize notifications?
Yes! When signing up, you can choose a number
of options, including e-mail, text, or voice
alerts. For the first time, you can choose to also
receive non-emergency alerts, such as parking
restrictions during special events. You can opt
out or change your preferences at any time.

The Future of Golf Mill Park: Tell Us What You Think!

Above: Renderings of a proposed design for a potential
redevelopment of Golf Mill Park.
The Village is collaborating with the Niles Park District to redevelop the
Golf Mill Park located at Church Street and Cumberland Avenue, just south
of Golf Mill Mall. We want your feedback on potential plans!
An overview of the proposed redevelopment is available online and we
encourage you to provide us with feedback.
To view the proposed plans and submit your feedback, look for “News
and Announcements” (shown at right) on the vniles.com home page.
The feedback period is open until December 31.

VNILES.COM
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human services
Niles Senior Center
999 Civic Center Drive
(847) 588-8420
Stop by the Niles Senior Center to check out our exciting
variety of upcoming trips, art classes, gaming events and
luncheons.

New Year’s Party! • Friday, January 10 • 12:00 P.M.

Mike Sigman brings the music of Elton John and Billy Joel
to life! With a hand-picked line-up of incredibly versatile
musicians and his uncanny ability to mimic these two
superstars, Mike has created one of the most authentic
tribute bands in the country. Enjoy a delicious lunch
catered by Nonno Pino’s with salad, mixed vegetables,
pasta, chicken Vesuvio, and dessert.

Memory Café

The Niles Senior Center is partnering with The Center
of Concern to bring Memory Café to the NSC. Memory
Café is a monthly gathering of individuals with memory
loss along with their caregivers, friends or family in a
safe, supportive and engaging environment. Join us for a
morning of song, followed by a complimentary lunch. We
will meet every third Thursday of the month at 10:00 A.M.
This program is supported by AgeOptions.

Mardi Gras Bash with Zydeco Voodoo Band
Friday, February 21 • 12:00 P.M.

Zydeco Voodoo plays as mix of traditional New Orleans

music, and popular rock and blues songs adapted to the
Zydeco style. Their music will have the audience dancing,
singing along, and having a good time. Lunch will include
two pieces of fried chicken, Cajun rice, green beans,
buttermilk biscuit and dessert.

Fitness-Fusion with Contemporary Line Dancing

Did you know line dancing has a whole new look? It is no
longer just country; We dance to jazz, blues, rock and roll,
and even classical music. It is great low-impact exercise,
and the concentration involved will also give your brain
a workout. Join us for some exercise, an opportunity to
make new friends and just have fun. Classes take place on
Mondays at 9:30 A.M. and Fridays at 2:30 P.M. Stop into
the Senior Center to get more information.

Annual St. Joe’s/St. Pat’s Luncheon • Hosted by NSC
Men’s Club • Friday, March 27 • 12:00 P.M.

This year’s theme will be Irish, with locally renowned
Harrington’s Homestyle buffet. After lunch, the Tim
Wilsey trio will present a 90 minutes show of popular Irish
songs, along with dance music and familiar standards
from this side of the pond.

Get Your Niles Free Bus Questions Answered

Duane Paulus, Village of Niles Transportation Supervisor,
will be at the Niles Senior Center on Wednesday, February
12 at 11:00 A.M. to talk about the Niles Free Bus, how it
works, and answer any questions you may have.

NILES FAMILY FITNESS CENTER

“Summer Bodies Ar e M a de In Th e W in te r”
3-MONTH WI NTER ME M B E RS H IP S A L E
December 1–December 31
Residents $99 • Non-Residents $109
Two (2) consecutive memberships may be purchased. Ask
about Our Gift Card Sale. Receive a $20 Gift Card when a
$75 Gift Card Is Purchased (terms and conditions apply).
987 Civic Center Drive
www.nilesfitness.com • (847) 588-8400
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police department
Niles Police receive ILEAP
Accreditation from the Illinois
Association of Chiefs of Police

In September 2019, the Niles Police
Department received Accreditation–
Tier One for the Illinois Law Enforcement Accreditation
Program (ILEAP) from the Illinois Association of Chiefs
of Police. The ILEAP accreditation process reviews four
general subject areas—Administration, Operations,
Personnel and Training—and takes approximately
six months to complete. The ILEAP program has 67
standards to reach its Tier One level of accreditation.
The formal assessment for this accreditation consisted
of two to three days of file review prior to arrival,
department tours, vehicle inspection, interviews, and
ride-alongs. A two-hour public opinion phone-in
session was also held. Finally the assessors conducted
exit interviews on-site with every Bureau and Unit
within the department. The assigned assessors worked
with the Niles Police Department’s accreditation
manager, Commander Nicholas Beyer, on all aspects
of the on-site evaluation. The last step was a Council
Review, in which the lead assessor submitted an
assessment report to the ILEAP Committee Chair, who
reviewed and distributed the report to the Council for
final review and action.

Each night the Police Department will post reminders to
the public via its social media platforms. They may use
some quirky, funny “memes” or post some tips to protect
your property and valuables. As you get into the routine
of removing your valuables and locking your vehicle,
you help prevent loss of your valuables and reduce the
risk of crime occurring in your neighborhood.
Join the conversation each night on the Police
Department’s social media posts, and share how you are
locking up and supporting this international effort to
reduce car burglary.
If you want more tips on preventing car burglary or
other crimes, follow the Niles Police Department on
Twitter @nilespdil or on Facebook at @nilespdil. You
can always call the Niles Police Department Crime
Prevention Bureau at (847) 588-6592 and speak to
Officer Rodney Whiteman.

Wildlife Safety: Coyotes

Head to www.vniles.com/police to read a full article from
the Village’s Animal Control Officer about coyotes. Below
are a few highlights from the article:
Coyotes have been a common sight in the Village of
Niles, especially for residents that live near wooded
areas. While the wolf-like creatures may seem like a
nuisance, they are an important part of our ecosystem
as the largest predator in Illinois. Here’s what you need
to know if you see a coyote on or near your property.

This accreditation demonstrates a commitment to
excellence and high achievement from the officers and
personnel who work on a daily basis to make Niles a safe
Tips: Store garbage securely to not attract rodents, which
place to live. The accreditation is valid for four years.
coyotes will prey on. Keep bird feeding areas clean of
What is the #9PMRoutine?
debris and use squirrel-proof bird feeders. Keep all dogs
Get into the routine every night by joining millions of on leashes when walking outside, especially at night. Do
people across the country in following the #9PMRoutine. not leave your pets outside unattended and do not feed
What is the #9PMRoutine? It is a social media campaign your pets outside. If approached by a coyote, do not run.
to raise awareness and highlight how to prevent vehicle You should stand straight up, yell, and wave your arms,
burglary and burglary to your home.
or throw something in the coyote’s direction to make it
move away from you. The goal is to make yourself look
bigger and to deter the coyote from advancing without
injuring it.
Read the full article at www.vniles.com/police or call
Amber Haloftis, Animal Control Officer, Niles Police
Department at (847) 588-6508 for more information.

Police Department | 7000 W. Touhy Avenue | (847) 588-6500
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fire department
Toys 4 Tots Toy Drive

The Niles Fire Department,
along with the Village of Niles,
announces the official kickoff to the 16th annual U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve “Toys 4
Tots” toy drive. Toys 4 Tots is a
charitable program run by the
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve whose mission is to provide
toys to children in need during the holiday season. As
a reminder, per the U.S. Marine Corps guidelines, ALL
TOYS MUST BE NEW AND UNWRAPPED. Used toys
WILL NOT be accepted.

•
•

Outdoor lights and inflatable decorations should
be plugged into circuits protected by ground fault
circuit interrupters (G.F.C.I.);
Remember, periodically check lights and decorations
throughout the season to ensure they continue to
operate SAFELY.

Keep Fire Hydrants Clear

When heavy snow fall arrives, please check the fire
hydrant nearest to your home and keep it free of ice
and snow for easy access all season long. Clear a wide
perimeter (about 3 feet) around the entire hydrant for
firefighters to work. Also, clear a path from the hydrant
to the street. The Fire Department appreciates your help
Donations will be accepted during regular business this winter!
hours through December 15, 2019 at the following
locations:
• Niles Village Hall (1000 Civic Center Drive)
• Niles Senior Center (999 Civic Center Drive)
• Niles Fire Station #2 (8360 W. Dempster)
• Niles Fire Station #3 (6611 W. Jarvis)
• Niles Police Department (7000 W. Touhy)
• Niles Public Works (6849 W. Touhy)
• Holiday Inn Express (7247 N. Waukegan Road)
• Parkway Bank (7601 N. Milwaukee Avenue)

“KEEP THE WREATH RED”

This year, the Niles Fire Department will again hang
a wreath with only RED lights on it at Fire Station #2.
The purpose of the wreath is to remind residents of the
importance of fire safety during the Holiday season.
Around 400 fires per year in the United States are
caused directly by Christmas trees and holiday lights
and decorations. If all the lights on the wreath remain
RED until January, that means there was not a fire
caused by Holiday lights or decorations. If there is a fire,
a bulb in the wreath will be changed from Red to White.
This Holiday season, like every year, let’s “KEEP THE
WREATH RED”.

Holiday Decoration Fire Safety Tips
•
•
•
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Double check lights for frayed wires and be sure
there is a bulb in every socket;
Avoid overloading extension cords by using no more
than three sets of standard lights per extension cord;
Only use heavy duty extension cords that are
designated for OUTDOOR use;

Open House – Thank You!

The Niles Fire Department would like to extend their
“THANKS” to the Niles community for supporting
our Open House in September. Despite inclement
weather, they served pancakes to over 400 guests.
Attendees raised $950.00 for Camp “I am Me” Burn
Camp through the event’s raffle and “Fill the Boot”
campaign. The Open House allows the Fire Department
to showcase the variety of services they provide to Niles
residents and neighboring communities. The Niles Fire
Department looks
forward to seeing
everyone next year
at the 4th annual
Open House!
Right: A young resident
gives firefighting a try
at the Fire Department
Open House

Fire Station #2 | 8360 W. Dempster Street | (847) 588-6800
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community news
This year, gardeners were given the gift of
Taxpayer Interest Cost for District 207 bonds
is $46 Million Less than Originally Anticipated water from the Public Works Department
When taxpayers in Maine Township High School District
207 approved the sale of bonds to replace outdated
plumbing, electrical and mechanical systems, it was
anticipated and shared with voters that the borrowing
rate for the bonds would be at 4.54%. With two-thirds
of the bonds sold recently, the rate for those bonds was
much lower at 2.92%. The remaining bonds are estimated
to be sold in 2022 and the total estimated savings to the
taxpayers is $46.8 million in interest costs. The lower
interest rates are a reflection of current borrowing costs,
the District being seen as a sound investment and the
District’s excellent bond rating.

who designed and implemented a
watering system that is solar powered
and prevents waste. This watering system
allowed gardeners to donate more
produce this year by keeping their plots
well-watered. Gardeners also learned
about gardening in small spaces and
preparation for overwintering from
University of Illinois Extension Master
Above: A “Painted
Gardeners.
Lady” butterfly

Become a part of the community! The visits the Farm on
Village is excited to prepare for next year’s Franks.
The District sold $130 million in bonds through three gardening season with the application
issuances in October and the total interest costs are 15% process opening on January 2, 2020.
less than was shared with the taxpayers last fall prior to Applications must be submitted by March 20, and the
garden will open for planting April 1. Applications are
the referendum vote.
available online at www.vniles.com/farmonfranks, or in
Historical Society Book Discussion
person at Village Hall. Plot rental fee is $25 for residents
Join the Niles Historical Society and the Niles-Maine and $30 for non-residents.
District Library for an open discussion on the non-fiction
The Niles Garden Club has regular programs open for the
book “The Radium Girls” by Kate Moore. Copies are
public and are always excited to welcome new members.
available at the Niles-Maine District Library.
For any questions on the Niles Garden Club, please contact
“During the dark years of the First World War, hundreds the Niles-Maine District Library at (847) 663-1234.
of girls toiled amid the glowing dust of the radiumFor any questions on Farm on Franks, please visit the
dial factories until they begin to fall mysteriously ill. As
Village’s website or contact the Village at (847) 588-8010
the factories try to cover up the shocking secret, these
or ea@vniles.com.
determined “shining girls” suddenly find themselves in
one of the biggest scandals of America’s early twentieth Local School Open Houses
century.”
Two Catholic schools in Niles have open house events in
the new year. All are invited to attend these free events:

From Niles-Maine
District Library:

We’ve partnered with local
businesses to amp up the
savings for Niles-Maine
cardholders. Show your
library card at participating businesses like Superdawg
Drive-In, Funtopia World, FOSS Swim School, and more
to receive an amazing deal! Visit www.nileslibrary.org/
show-your-card to see what deals lie ahead.

Farm on Franks Community Garden

Gardeners donated well over 150 pounds of produce to
The Niles Family Services Food Pantry in 2019! Thanks
to the Niles Garden Club, Village of Niles volunteers, and
individual resident gardeners who donated this year.

Embers Academy (PK-5th)
Wednesday, January 22nd 9:00 A.M.–11:00 A.M.
Saturday, February 1st 10:00 A.M.–11:30 A.M.
Saturday, March 7th 10:00 A.M.–11:30 A.M.
8340 N. Greenwood Ave. Niles, IL 60714
www.embersacademy.org
St. John Brebeuf School
Sunday, January 26th, 2020
Mass 9:00 A.M.; Open House 10:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M.
8301 N. Harlem Ave. Niles, IL 60714
(847) 966-3266

See a brand-new page all about Niles Schools
on the Village website www.vniles.com
under “Community.”
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community calendar
December
Winterpalooza

Sunday, December 1
1:30 P.M.–3:30 P.M.
Niles-Maine District Library
6960 W. Oakton Street
(847) 663-1234

REVEAL @ OPEN

An Original Theatre Production
Free Community Performance
Thursday, December 5
10:00 A.M.
Niles West High School
5701 Oakton Street, Skokie
Additional paid-admission
performance times on 12/6 and 12/7.

Niles Metropolitan Chorus
Concert

Thursday, December 5
7:00 P.M.
St. John Brebeuf Church
8307 N. Harlem Avenue
(847) 966-8145
www.nilesmetropolitanchorus.com

Breakfast with Santa

(Niles Park District)
Saturday, December 7
8:30 A.M., 10:00 A.M., 11:30 A.M.
Howard Leisure Center
6676 W. Howard Street
(847) 967-6633
www.niles-parks.org
For Families (ages 6 months & Up).

Holiday Family Photos

Saturday, December 7, 10:00
A.M.–4:00 P.M.
Sunday, December 8, 1:30 P.M.–
4:00 P.M.
Niles-Maine District Library
6960 W. Oakton Street
(847) 663-1234
Advance registration required
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Breakfast with Santa

(St. John Brebeuf)
Sunday, December 8
10:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M.
St. John Brebeuf Parish Ministry
Center
8305 N. Harlem Avenue
(847) 456-4704
sjbpsa@gmail.com
Fee Involved.
Please bring an unwrapped toy to
donate for Uncle Pete’s Toy Drive.

Art in Business Gallery
Reception
Tuesday, December 10
5:00 P.M.–7:00 P.M.
Global Granite & Marble
5600 W. Jarvis Avenue
(847) 268-8180
chase@nileschamber.com

Holiday Gingerbread House
Wednesday, December 11
6:00 P.M.–7:00 P.M.
Howard Leisure Center
6676 W. Howard Street
(847) 967-6633
www.niles-parks.org
Ages 4 & Up.

How to Build a Computer
Wednesday, December 11
6:00 P.M.–8:00 P.M.
Niles-Maine District Library
6960 W. Oakton Street
(847) 663-1234
Ages 13 & up.
Advance registration required.

Holiday Songfest

Thursday, December 12
10:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M.
Village of Niles Senior Center
999 Civic Center Drive
(847) 588-8420

Holiday Concert

Thursday, December 12
6:30 P.M.
Niles West High School
5701 Oakton Street, Skokie

Festival of One-Act Plays

Free Community Performance
Thursday, December 12
10:00 A.M.
Niles North High School
9800 Lawler Avenue, Skokie
Additional paid-admission
performance times 12/12-12/14.

that’s my story! (Children’s
Show)
Friday, December 15
4:00 P.M. & 7:00 P.M.
Niles North High School
9800 Lawler Avenue, Skokie

Christmas Day
Village Facilities Closed
Wednesday, December 25

January
New Year’s Day
Village Facilities Closed
Wednesday, January 1

Orchestra Odyssey

Thursday, January 9
7:00 P.M.
Niles North High School
9800 Lawler Avenue, Skokie

Ben’s Bubble Show

Sunday, January 12
2:00 P.M.–2:45 P.M.
Niles-Maine District Library
6960 W. Oakton Street
(847) 663-1234
Free. Pick up tickets 30 minutes
ahead of time. Ages 4 & Up.

Auroris

Free Community Performance
Thursday, January 23
10:00 A.M.
Niles North High School
9800 Lawler Avenue, Skokie
Additional paid-admission
performance times on 1/24 and 1/25.

Leadership Luncheon
(Includes Mayor’s Annual
State of the Village Address)

Thursday, January 30
11:00 A.M.–1:00 P.M.
Lone Tree Manor
7730 N. Milwaukee Avenue
(847) 268-8180
chase@nileschamber.com
Fee involved.
Registration required by January 24.

Create a Comic Strip

Friday, January 31
4:45 P.M.–6:45 P.M.
Niles-Maine District Library
6960 W. Oakton Street
(847) 663-1234
Grades 7-12.

February
Orchestra Chamber Concert
Wednesday, February 12
6:30 P.M.
Niles West High School
5701 Oakton Street, Skokie

President’s Day
Village Facilities Closed
Monday, February 17

Wendy & Peter Pan

Free Community Performance
Thursday, February 20
10:00 A.M.
Niles West High School
5701 Oakton Street, Skokie
Additional paid-admission
performance times on 2/21 and 2/22.

NILES Arts
Murals

Culture

The Public Arts and Culture Council commissioned
several murals this year, the first one now completed at
Fire Station #2 at Dempster and Cumberland. After an
application process, artist Cyd Smilie, was selected for
her design. To create her piece, she interviewed Niles
firefighters and met with Chief Feld to learn about the
Fire Department and its impact in our community. The
mural not only depicts fire emergency response, but
also fire safety education and prevention. Village and
Niles Fire Department staff were invited to help paint
the mural. Murals are a key strategy and initiative from
the Arts and Culture Master Plan to enhance community identity.
More mural opportunities will be featured in the spring.
Above: Niles Fire
Department employees
join in creating the mural at
Fire Station #2. Right: the
finished Fire Station mural.

Twinkle and Lights

This year, the Public Arts and Culture Council has announced that
there is no formal application process to be selected as a winner of
the annual Twinkle and Lights contest. Judges will consider any
home and four winners will be selected. If you have a favorite (maybe
its your own!) you can message the address to our Facebook page.
To be considered homes must be decorated and lit up for judges to
see between December 16th - 18th.

S p e c i a l G a r b a g e a n d R e cyc l i n g U p d at e s
Holiday Garbage Delays

Collections will be delayed one day the week of Christmas Day, December 25,
and New Year’s Day, January 1. Textile recycling follows the same schedule.

December Yard Waste

Groot will again provide free pickup of bagged leaves during the first two weeks
of December on your regularly scheduled garbage pickup day. While leaves
must be bagged, stickers are not required for these two December collections.
Remember, the in-street, loose-leaf pickup service ends at the end of November.

Christmas Trees

Christmas trees are picked up during the first two weeks in January. They will
be collected at the curb on your normal collection day by Groot.

Holiday Light Recycling Program

Recycle old holiday lights at the Niles Fitness Center (987 Civic Center Drive)
and Niles Public Works (6849 W Touhy Avenue). Through a free recycling
program, Elgin Recycling, Inc. will gather and process the lights, selling the raw
materials to be made into new products.
This recycling program is sponsored by the Village of Niles, the Solid Waste
Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC), and Elgin Recycling, Inc. This
program runs November through February each year.
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NILES

celebrating community
Public Works Visits Nelson School

Meet Herb Schmeisser

Last month, Chuck Ostman,
Community Development
Director
had
the
opportunity to visit with
Herb Schmeisser at the
former Schmeisser’s store
on Milwaukee Avenue.
Mr.
Schmeisser
shared
the store’s history in Niles Herb Schmeisser
which began in 1942 south poses with his 1942
on Milwaukee Avenue— Cadillac in front of his
former store.
northeast
corner
of
Milwaukee and Touhy—as “Hildegard’s Sausage
and Meats” named after Herb’s late mother. In
1951, their business moved to 7649 Milwaukee.
As population flourished, Schmeisser’s built
an addition and developed the façade that
would make their business famous over the
years. Schmeisser’s was a staple for the Village
of Niles and for many Chicagoans that would
make the trip to Niles for their meat products.
“I am grateful for the business I’ve received
and the friendships I’ve made while doing
business in Niles”, Mr. Schmeisser stated.
Schmeisser’s Meats will be missed for years
to come but Herb will be enjoying this new
phase in his life.
Niles Community Development is currently
working with Herb and adjacent property
owners
for
possible
redevelopment
opportunities.

This October, third grade students at Nelson
School recently had the opportunity to learn about
trees and the urban forest from Todd Jackson,
Village Forester for the Village of Niles Public
Works Department. As part of Public Works’
continuing efforts to partner with local schools for
educational opportunities, Todd visited with the
classroom and shared information on tree growth
and why trees are important. Todd also explained
efforts Niles Public Works crews take to maintain
the Niles urban forest. Using some interactive
learning methods, the students learned about
tree biology and how to keep trees healthy and
give them the ability to thrive.
Forestry Department team members Ron Habel,
Mike Stenson and Charlie Maslak also brought
equipment, including a front-end loader, two
aerial lift units and a stump grinder. Charlie was
able to give the kids the opportunity to sit in the
front-end loader and explain how it works.
Mike Stenson helped Nelson Eagle teacher
Courtney Waller take flight with a fun ride in the
aerial truck. Prior to the excursion, Mike explained
the
importance
of
Personal
Protective
Equipment and why it
is a vital part of the job.
Students loved seeing
her soar through the air,
and the event was a great
learning experience for Village Forester Todd Jackson plays
all involved.
games and answers questions for
third graders at Nelson School.

VILLAGE MANAGER
Steven C. Vinezeano

MAYOR
Andrew Przybylo

VILLAGE CLERK
Marlene J. Victorine

TRUSTEES
George D. Alpogianis, John C. Jekot, Danette O’Donovan Matyas
Denise M. McCreery, Craig Niedermaier, Dean Strzelecki
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Business Section
Focus on Niles - Winter 2019/2020

Mayor Przybylo (center) and Niles Chamber of Commerce and Industry representatives celebrate a ribbon cutting with
the employees of new McAlister’s Deli location at 9465 N. Milwaukee Avenue.

“Home for the Holidays”

The Village of Niles is proud to announce its
Fourth Annual “Home for the Holidays” raffle!
You could win 1 of 5 $100 gift cards to a Niles
business of your choice.
To enter, bring in your receipts from Niles
businesses (dated November 30th through
December 24th) to Village Hall or the Niles
Chamber of Commerce Office by December
30th. You will receive one entry for each $50
you spend at a Niles Business.
Winners will be chosen at the January 28
Village Board Meeting.

WELCOME! – It’s Possible Here
New Business Openings

Help us welcome our newest businesses to
open in Niles.
Dining
Chick-fil-A
5650 W. Touhy Ave

Subway Restaurant - Reopening
8930 1/2 N. Greenwood Ave
Super Pitas
7014 N. Milwaukee Ave
TW Bistro
7900 N. Milwaukee Ave
Grocery
Patel Brothers Grocery
9555 N. Milwaukee Ave
Cosmetology & Hair Salon
My Salon Suite
8307 W. Golf Road
Service
Eco Tech
6271 W. Howard St
Flahive’s Advanced Strength Training
6283 W. Howard St
Low Price Fast Shipping
5637 W. Howard St

McAlister’s Deli
9465 N. Milwaukee Ave

Real Tax Acquisitions
6311 W. Gross Point Rd

Noori Chicken & Goldfish Cake
8901 N. Milwaukee Ave

Scientific Home Services
5639 W. Howard St

Papagalino Pastries & Café
9014 N. Milwaukee
Ave
VNILES.COM

|

State Farm Insurance - Laurie Bish
6610 N.
847.588.8000
| Milwaukee Ave

Focus on Niles Business Section - Winter 2019/2020
New Business Openings (continued)
Retail
Family Piano
Golf Mill Shopping Center
Fashion World
7227 N. Oak Park Ave

Holly Jolly Fest Sponsors

Thanks to the many sponsors
who made this year’s Holly Jolly
Fest a memorable and magical
event for all.
Benefactors $1,000
JohnsByrne Company
Foss Swim School
Sponsors $500
Erich’s Lehigh Auto Body, Inc.
Mid-States Glass and Metal, Inc.
Shure Inc.
Scientific Home Services
Groot Industries
Home Comfort Services, Inc
Kappys American Grill
SPC – Specialty Print Communications
Donors $250
Brunch Café
GHP Group
Guacamole Taqueria
Law Offices of Kolpak & Grcic, LLC
Los Comales Mexican Restaurant
Miraj Layalena
M&A Auto Service
Vidal & Associates
Supporters $100
ACA Architects, Engineers
Alan Realty, LLC
Boobys
Christine Pusateri Solutions
Dear Franks
Hae Suk Kim
Himalayan Restaurant
Jeron Elecronic Systems
Lone Tree Manor
Niles Car Wash
Niles Foot & Ankle Center
Taco Bell
Tribune Products
Village Motel

Back By Popular Demand:
Dine In Niles

Din
In Ne
iles

Niles is home to 170 dining
establishments from Greek to
Korean, family-owned to national chains. With
your Dine In Niles card you will receive 10%
off your bill at any participating restaurant.
Watch your mail for the Dine In Niles card in
the Niles Chamber and Community Guide.
Dine In Niles Participating Restaurants
Barnaby’s Family Inn (American)
7950 N. Caldwell Ave
Brunch Café (American)
8780 W. Dempster St
Chasers Bar & Grill (American)
9003 N. Milwaukee Ave
Dear Franks of Niles (American)
5699 W. Touhy Ave
Detroit Kabob House (Middle Eastern)
9021 N. Milwaukee Ave
Fluky’s (American)
5630 W. Touhy Ave
Graziano’s Brick Oven Pizza (Italian)
5960 W. Touhy Ave
Izzy’s Arcade Bar (American)
7421 N. Milwaukee Ave
Kickin Burgers & Wings (American)
9196 W. Golf Rd
Los Comales (Mexican)
9055 N. Milwaukee Ave
Makisu Sushi Lounge & Grill (Japanese)
7150 Carpenter Rd, Skokie
Mykonos (Greek)
8660 W. Golf Rd
Nancy’s Pizza (Italian)
8706 W. Golf Rd
Super Pitas (Greek)
7041 N. Milwaukee Ave
Taco Maya (Mexican)
8610 W. Golf Rd
Une Anneé (Brewery)
9082 W. Golf Rd
Wildwood Tavern (American)
6480 W. Touhy Ave

