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Public Meeting Announcement
Cook County Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazards Mitigation Plan
Village of Homewood, December 9; Village of Northbrook, December 11; Village of
Westchester, December 12
Niles, Ill. (December 2, 2013) – The Village of Niles is beginning its public outreach efforts
to support the development of the Cook County Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazards Mitigation
Plan (HMP). Three public information meetings have been scheduled for the week of
December 9. All residents of Cook County are invited to attend to learn about a recent study
on Cook County’s vulnerability to natural hazards

Each meeting will start with a brief informational presentation. Members of the public will
have the opportunity to view maps of the County showing the areas subject to the natural
hazards addressed in the HMP. Computer work stations will be available for people to enter
their address and access natural hazard data for their property. This will enable them to see
how various natural hazards may affect their own homes or businesses. They will also be able
to print out the hazard data associated with their property. In addition, several businesses and
organizations, such as Walgreens and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
will be on hand to provide information and resources to attendees.

www.vniles.com

An informational website on the plan has been established at:
http://www.cookcountyhomelandsecurity.org/hazard-mitigation-plan/
This website will serve as the primary means for the public to gain information on the plan and ways to
participate in the planning process. Information on the public meetings can also be found on this website.
The public meeting information is as follows:

Monday, December 9, 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Village of Homewood
Village Hall Board Room
2020 Chestnut Road, Homewood, IL 60430
Wednesday, December 11, 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Village of Northbrook
Village Hall, 1st Floor Board Room
1225 Cedar Lane, Northbrook, IL 60062
Thursday, December 12, 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Village of Westchester
Village Hall Board Room
10300 W. Roosevelt Road, Westchester, IL 60154

###

Contact:
ComEd Media Relations
(312) 394-3500

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ComEd Offers Safety Tips on Flooded Basements
CHICAGO – April 18, 2013 – Storms bring a risk of basement flooding. Because so many people
have critical systems and other electronic devices in their basements, there is a higher risk of
electrocution when entering a flooded basement to assess damage. ComEd offers the following
safety tips for customers with flooded basements.
Customers should call ComEd at 1-800-EDISON-1 (1-800-334-7661) to disconnect power
before entering a flooded basement.
Never wade into a flooded basement unless all electricity has been disconnected (such as power
that supplies sump pumps, freezers, etc.). Water may be in contact with electrical outlets,
appliances or cords.
If you are experiencing a power outage, do not wade into a flooded basement. Power may be
restored while you are in the flooded basement and the motors on appliances may be submerged.
Never attempt to turn off power at the breaker box if you must stand in water to do so.
Never operate electrical appliances or devices or touch electrical switches, outlets or cords if you
are standing in water or are on a wet surface, of if you are wet.
Be aware of any electrical equipment that could be energized and in contact with water.
Public safety is paramount during storms and ComEd encourages the public to remember to take the
following precautions:
Never approach a downed power line. If you encounter a downed power line, immediately
call ComEd at 1-800-EDISON1 (1-800-334-7661) or access our website at ComEd.com and
report the location. Spanish-speaking customers should call 1-800-95-LUCES (1-800-9558237).
Check on elderly and other sensitive family members and neighbors to ensure their safety,
and in the event of an extended outage, assist them in reaching an alternate location.
If customers experience a power outage, they can text OUT to 26633 (COMED) to report their
outage and receive restoration information, and can follow the company on Twitter @ComEd or on
Facebook at Facebook.com/ComEd to stay up to date on the latest ComEd storm restoration
information. ComEd also has an interactive outage map on its website, which allows customers to easily
find information on the location and size of outages and get estimated power restoration times.
Additionally, ComEd has introduced a mobile app for iPhone and Android® smart phones that gives
customers the ability to report power outages and manage their accounts.

More storm safety information can be found on ComEd’s website at
https://www.comed.com/customer-service/safety/Pages/storm-outage-safety.aspx.
###
Commonwealth Edison Company (ComEd) is a unit of Chicago-based Exelon Corporation (NYSE:
EXC), the nation’s leading competitive energy provider, with approximately 6.6 million customers.
ComEd provides service to approximately 3.8 million customers across northern Illinois, or 70
percent of the state’s population.
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Resident
Address
Niles, IL 60714
Niles Tier 1 Stormwater Improvement- West Side Storage Basin
Residents invited to attend Informational Open House

Dear Resident,
The Village would like to inform you of an upcoming stormwater project that is being
planned to take place in your neighborhood. This project is located in and around the Our
Lady of Ransom Catholic Church Property. Residents living near the project area are
invited to attend a project open house on Monday, May 5 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at
Our Lady Ransom (8300 Greenwood Ave).
The West Side Storage Basin and Sewer Improvement Project is one of three “Tier 1
projects”, the highest priority for implementation. The Village completed the Niles
Stormwater Relief Program report in June 2012 and has been diligently working through all
the recommendations for improving stormwater management in Niles including stronger
regulations, ongoing maintenance of stormwater infrastructure, and resident assistance
programs.
The open house for the West Side Storage Basins and Sewer Improvements Project is open
to all residents. Village staff and staff members from the Village’s engineering consultant,
Hey and Associates, Inc. will be present to answer questions about the project’s purpose
and benefits. Staff will also be able to answer questions about the construction process and
what to expect during construction.
Please visit the village website at vniles.com/?? for pictures of the project. If you have
further questions or wish to receive more information about this project, please attend the
open house.

Sincerely,

Steven C. Vinezeano
Village Manager
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Residents Learn about Stormwater Project at Open House
Niles, Ill. (May 7, 2014) - The Stormwater Commission, in cooperation with Our Lady of
Ransom Church, conducted an open house Monday May 5 for area residents to see firsthand the
proposed detention basin project and associated connecting sewers. “The storage basin is
designed to provide a more usable and beautified space for the church and community,” stated
Village Manager Steven Vinezeano. “This is a dry basin that may (if you average the past five
years) have water about once a year for a matter of hours before it empties.” It has been noted
that there are similar basins throughout the region that have been developed with an array
recreational possibilities.
The flooding on the west side of Niles results from an excess of stormwater runoff directed
toward low-lying areas. The dry basin at Our Lady of Ransom will provide approximately
11.961 acre-feet (or nearly 4 million gallons of water or enough water to fill 6 Olympic size
swimming pools) of storage during a 100-year rain event. Although an Agreement for the
project is still being finalized, the bid documents for the project hit the streets May 7 for
construction companies to bid on the project. It is anticipated that the project will take three to
four months to complete. Stormwater Commission Chair and Trustee Joe LoVerde stated, “This
project would not be possible without the strong cooperation of Pastor Father Chris Gustafson,
the Our Lady of Ransom Parish and the Archdiocese. They should all be commended for their
efforts to improve the lives of those in this community.”
Due to the two major rains in 2013, Mayor Andrew Przybylo announced the acceleration of the
Stormwater Relief Plan by one year. Two other projects under Tier One are also planned for
construction in 2014. The second west side storage basin at the southeast corner of Maryhill
Cemetery is also planned for a spring start. The Village’s largest project, the Cleveland Relief
Sewer, is much more complex and involved with a number of permitting agencies and taxing
districts. In addition, the Village is working with the IEPA for the Revolving Loan Program,
which will save the Village an estimated $1.8M. There is also a strong possibility that the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District will participate with the construction of this $8M
project.
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Stormwater Projects Continue to Move Forward
Niles, Ill. (May 23) –Construction on three Tier I Stormwater Relief Program projects totaling
$12.1M are set to begin this construction season. The projects are two westside storage basins
on private property belonging to the Archdiocese and the much larger eastside Cleveland Relief
Sewer project which begins at the North Branch of the Chicago River west of Caldwell Avenue
and runs as far as Oketo Avenue with a number of branch connection sewers that run
throughout the neighborhoods. This is a new storm sewer which will greatly improve the
performance of the existing combined sewer systems. A number of smaller-scale projects are
also planned over the next two years to further help certain neighborhoods.
Due to the two major rains in 2013, Mayor Andrew Przybylo announced the acceleration of the
Stormwater Relief Plan by one year, but not all three projects can be completed at the same
time. The two westside storage basin projects on private property will begin construction first
because there were relatively few hurdles beyond a license agreement and plan approval. The
eastside Cleveland Relief Sewer is planned for completion later in the year due to being a much
more complex and involved project that crosses several jurisdictional boundaries.
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Severe Weather Hits Niles
Niles, Ill. (July 1) – At approximately 8:00 PM last night a severe storm came through

Niles leaving basements and streets flooded. The northern part of Niles was hit with 2.75
inches of rain and southern part of Niles was hit with 2.56 inches of rain.
There was a wide spread of side streets that were closed due to flooding. Crews cleared
debris from drains and put up barricades until the water receded and checked with the
residents whose basements flooded. Crews worked throughout the night making sure the
streets were passable before taking away the barricades. There were a total of twenty eight
calls; twenty two of the calls were street flooding and six calls for basement flooding.
There is very minimal tree damage and most is confined to a small area West of Harlem and North
of Main. . No property damage has been reported at this time. Public Services has chipper trucks
out today picking up smaller branches, and also they have two street sweepers out.
The latest power outage information form ComEd can be found at
https://www.comed.com/_layouts/comedsp/outagemap.aspx and you can call the media hotline
312-394-3500 for information from ComEd about last night outages.

###
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Grand Opening of Stormwater Relief Program’s Tier One Projects
Niles, Ill. (November 21) –

The two stormwater basins at Our Lady of Ransom Parish

and Maryhill Cemetery are now fully functional. A ceremonial pouring of water at both
basins will be conducted on Thursday, December 4 with a “blessing” from a representative
of the Catholic Archdiocese. The cereomony will start at Maryhill Cemetery at 9:30 a.m.
and then continue at Our Lady of Ransom at 10:15 a.m.
The Stormwater Commission, Niles officials, and staff have been working hard to ensure
the success of these huge projects. These two basins will hold 15-acre feet of stormwater or
enough water to fill eight Olympic size swimming pools during a 100-year storm event. In
order to complete these projects, 31,000 Cubic Yards or 2,850 semi-trucks of earth were
moved to other jobsites, dumps, etc.
Both projects were identified as Tier One projects and designed by Hey & Associates and
the Niles Stormwater Commission that was formed after the September 2008 flooding. As
Niles was largely built before storm water detention ordinances became commonplace,
there are few storm water detention facilities within the Village. These projects were
completed by excavating large sums of soil and hauling that soil away to a variety of offsite
locations, and by installing storm sewers, some as large as 36” diameter. Area stormwater
will be diverted into these basins during storm events which will temporarily hold the water

and release the water back into the storm sewer system at a controlled rate. The expected
results are to reduce street flooding for Our Lady of Ransom area streets (Normal, Lincoln,
Bruce and Greenwood) and Maryhill Cemetery area streets (Milwaukee and Main),
basement flooding, and overland flooding in surrounding neighborhoods.
In other stormwater news, the $9M, 74-inch Cleveland sewer separation project has
recently been approved for licensing at the Forest Preserve of Cook County.
Please find the attached invitation with more information on the Grand Opening Ceremony.

###
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Grand Opening of the Stormwater Tier One Basins
Stormwater Relief Program’s Tier One Grand Opening Brings Niles Together to Celebrate
Niles, Ill. (December 4) – Residents arrived at Our Lady of Ransom before the ceremony
began to take in the beauty of the finished stormwater basin. The projects at Our Lady of
Ransom and Maryhill Cemetery have been the result of nearly six years of planning and
hard work by the Niles Stormwater Commission, contractors, consultants, and staff.
The ceremony began with a blessing of the Our Lady of Ransom Basin performed by
Father Chris Gustafson of Our Lady of Ransom Parish. Father Chris then spoke about the
importance of the community coming together to support each other and this project. His
blessing is attached below as it embodies much of the spirit of the Tier One Stormwater
Projects.
After the blessing of the basin, Mayor Andrew Przybylo welcomed the crowd followed by
Trustee and Stormwater Commission Chair Joe LoVerde who spoke passionately about the
projects and what they mean for Niles.
Father Chris’s Blessing:

Let us pray:
Almighty God, giver of all good gifts, we ask that you bless + this field that has been
fashioned into a water detention basin. When needed, may it work well for the benefit of
all by detaining water that falls from the heavens. May it drain quickly and successfully so
that it may function as a place of beauty and recreation. May all who encounter it be held
safely in the palm of your hands. And may we always be good stewards of all of the
resources, natural and otherwise, that you provide. We make this prayer through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
###
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Niles Awarded Irwin A. Bock Award from NWMC
Niles Neva Bioswale demonstrates a commitment to protecting our environment

Niles, Ill. (June 29) – The Village of Niles was awarded with the Irwin A. Bock award at
the Northwest Municipal Conference Gala on June 24, 2015. The Bock Award recognizes
NWMC communities who have demonstrated a commitment to protecting our environment
through thoughtful programs or projects.

The Irwin A. Bock award recognizes a project or program’s development and its
quantitative and qualitative outcomes. Infrastructure projects as well as municipal
programs, policies or ordinances were considered. The Environmental Committee within
the NWMC selected the winners.

The Village applied for recognition of its Neva Bioswale Project. The Niles Neva Bioswale
Project promotes and enhances the treatment of stormwater runoff in an effective and
environmentally sound manner by encouraging native plant establishment and increased
storage rates through the use of engineered solutions and biological processes. The Village
of Niles considers this project innovative because it is changing and renewing, for the

better, the way in which stormwater runoff from an existing street, rooftop, parking lot, and
snow dump is channeled back to the natural landscape.
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MWRDGC Announced as Funding Partner
For Oak Park Bio-Swale Project
Green Infrastructure will reduce stormwater runoff and improve water quality
Niles, Ill. (January 21) – The Village of Niles is excited to announce that Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District of Great Chicago (MWRDGC) will be a funding partner for the
upcoming construction of the Oak Park bio-swale and permeable pavement parking area.
The MWRDGC has agreed to provide partial funding for the project through their Green
Infrastructure Initiative. The Oak Park project will reduce stormwater runoff and improve
water quality through the use of green infrastructure. The Oak Park projects builds on
previous green infrastructure improvements in the village such as the Community Rain
Garden and Neva Avenue bio-swale.

###
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or
Felicia Littky, ICMA Awards Program Manager
flittky@icma.org; 202-962-3656

International Local Government Management Organization Recognizes
The Village of Niles, Illinois for Program Excellence


WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Village of Niles, Illinois will be recognized by ICMA, the International
City/County Management Association, as a recipient of the organization’s Community Health &
Safety award. The award recognizes innovative local government programs or processes that
improve the community’s safety, health, and/or wellness, or enhance the quality of life for the
disadvantaged. The award is sponsored in part in memory of Carolyn Keane, first wife of ICMA’s
fourth executive director, Mark Keane, and Bill and Alice Hansell, parents of ICMA’s fifth executive
director, William H. Hansell.

The Village of Niles Village Manager will be formally honored during a Celebration of Service to the
Profession as part of ICMA’s 102nd Annual Conference, in Kansas City, Missouri, on Wednesday,
September 28, 2016.
Incorporated in 1899, the Village of Niles is a progressive municipality located in Cook County, Illinois
approximately 15 miles from downtown Chicago. With a population of nearly 30,000 residents, the
Village is active in economic development, community building and sustainable practices.
The Stormwater Relief Program adopted in 2012 is a comprehensive program that incorporates four
categories to reduce the risk of basement backups and overland flooding throughout all of Niles.
These categories include an improved regulatory program, maintenance and monitoring, flood control
assistance, and capital improvements.
“The Village of Niles has come a long way since the flood of 2008,” stated Village Manager Steven C.
Vinezeano. “The progress level is immense and would not have occurred without committed Mayoral
leadership and the day-to-day efforts of the Stormwater Commission to improve quality of life.”
The ICMA Local Government Excellence Awards Program highlights creative contributions to
professional local government management while demonstrating the difference that this kind of
management makes to the quality of life in our communities. ICMA’s Program Excellence Awards are
presented to local governments, their chief administrators, and others within the organization in
recognition of their innovative and successful programs. Nominations are evaluated by an independent,
panel of ICMA members.
“We congratulate the recipients of our 2016 Program Excellence Awards and the administrators and
managers who lead them,” says ICMA Executive Director Bob O’Neill. “The communities and men and

2
women recognized this year set the standard for innovation, effectiveness, and creativity. We thank
them for their commitment to improving the lives of the constituents they serve every day.”
In addition to recognition at the Celebration of Service to the Profession in conjunction with the 102nd
ICMA Annual Conference, the 2016 ICMA Local Government Excellence Award recipients will be
highlighted in a commemorative booklet that will be posted on icma.org and published in the October
2016 issue of PM magazine. To view the booklet, visit http://icma.org/awards and scroll to the bottom
of page.
For more information about ICMA’s Local Government Excellence Awards Program, contact Felicia
Littky, ICMA Awards Program Manager, at flittky@icma.org or 202-962-3656.
About ICMA
ICMA, the International City/County Management Association, advances professional local government
worldwide. Our mission is to create excellence in local governance by developing and fostering
professional management to build livable communities that improve people’s lives. ICMA provides
member support; publications; data and information; peer and results-oriented assistance; and training
and professional development to more than 10,000 city, town, and county experts and other individuals
and organizations throughout the world. The management decisions made by ICMA's members affect
millions of individuals living in thousands of communities, from small villages and towns to large
metropolitan areas. Learn more at icma.org.
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Village of Niles Celebrates Infrastructure Milestone
Niles, Ill. (March 24) – Mayor Andrew Przybylo, the Village of Niles Board of Trustees,
Chairman Joe LoVerde and the Niles Stormwater Commission, and President Mariyana T.
Spyropoulos and the Board of Commissioners of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District proudly invite the public to a “Grand Opening Ceremony” for the Cleveland
Corridor Sewer Improvement Project. This ribbon-cutting-style ceremony will forego the
traditional scissors and ribbon for a ceremonial “Throwing of the Mops Into the Trash,” an
act symbolic of the hundreds of homeowners that will experience mitigated flooding risk as
a result of the largest infrastructure project in Village History.
Local dignitaries will gather with neighbors from the community at the Grennan Heights
Gym, 8255 N. Oketo, Niles, on Wednesday, March 29. The event begins at 4:30pm, with a
Grand Opening Ceremony scheduled for 5:00pm. The Village will treat residents to an
indoor picnic, serving complementary hot dogs, chips and beverages.
The Cleveland Corridor Sewer Improvement Project is the project in Tier I of the Village’s
Stormwater Master Plan. The long-awaited project was built at a price tag of $9 million,
which was financed through the Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund — administered
by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency — and a $2 million reimbursement from
the MWRD. Work involved installation of new storm sewers, with a 72-inch main line
along Cleveland and Monroe Streets and branches extending out into the surrounding
neighborhood. Originally scheduled to last over a year until June 2017, construction
finished ahead of schedule with substantial completion achieved before Thanksgiving
2016. The project will reduce surface water flooding in the area, where more than 140
homes have suffered flood damages due to overland flows. The project also protects the
Chicago River, separating sewer waste from storm drains that drain into the waterway.
With Tier I of the Village’s Stormwater Master Plan completed, officials are looking ahead
to designing the Tier II projects that will further advance Niles’ aggressive flood mitigation
efforts. Aside from stormwater management, the Village recently announced another major
infrastructure project, with studies for a $90-milion alternative water supply project
underway with neighbor Morton Grove.
Visit www.vniles.com/cleveland for a history of the project.
###
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Director of Public Services Announces Resignation
Niles, Ill. (April 27) – On Wednesday, April 25, Mary Anderson announced her resignation
from the position of Director of Public Services for the Village of Niles. Her last day in this
position will be Monday, April 30, 2018.
Mary Anderson started working for the Village of Niles on October 27, 2014, rising to the top
from a pool of 30 candidates following a three-month-long search process to fill the vacant
Public Services Director position. Anderson previously was the Director of Public Works for
the municipalities of Champaign and Highland Park in Illinois, and Port Orange in Florida. She
was appointed a Public Works Leadership Fellow by the American Public Works Association in
2013.
Anderson’s career in Niles was marked by several significant marquee projects, most notably
the implementation of the Storm Water Master Plan Tier 1. The Tier 1 projects included the
ambitious and successful Cleveland Corridor Sewer Improvement project, which was the
largest infrastructure project in Village history and finished a year ahead of schedule. Other
projects included Milwaukee Avenue streetscape improvements, renovations of the Leaning
Tower of Niles, and overseeing the Village’s ADA transition plan. She also was personally
involved with developing the Village’s traffic calming policy, implementation of the first
traffic-calming project, bicycle lane installation, ongoing fleet downsizing or “right-sizing,” and
staffing optimization. Most recently, Anderson has been instrumental in the design and the
now-underway construction of the Morton Grove Niles Water Commission Water Supply
Improvement Project, a $90-million project which will connect Morton Grove and Niles to a
cheaper Lake Michigan water supply through the City of Evanston.
Mary Anderson’s career with the Village of Niles came during a time of exciting legacy
projects, and she leaves a lasting positive impact on the lives of current and future residents.
Village Manager Steve Vinezeano praised her “unwavering dedication and service to the
Village of Niles over the past 3.5 years,” further noting, “It has been a personal pleasure to
work alongside her on the challenges associated with stormwater, the new water project, and
the professionalization of the Public Services Department. Her support will be missed.”
Following Anderson’s resignation, current Niles Public Services Assistant Director and
Superintendent of Streets and Sewers, Fred Braun, will be the interim Director of Public
Services. Department Heads and Committee members will be officially appointed for the new
fiscal year at the May 22 Village Board Meeting, and an interim Director would be appointed
at that time if a new permanent hire has not been chosen.
###

