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Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri., 10:30am.-3:00pm.
Programs monthly, Fourth Sunday @ 2pm.

Happy Holidays!
Iris Art Folding

History of Thanksgiving
and Stories of Thanks

Holiday Art Class

Niles artist and storyteller Debi Gajewski, of The
Story Spinners, will delight you with her tales of
the History of Thanksgiving, along with many
stories of being Thankful. Debi has told stories and
shared wisdom for many years! Come hear her!

Debi Gajewski of The Wonderful Wizard of
Art will teach the art of Iris Folding. Iris folding
originated in Holland and it is called iris folding
because the center of the design resembles the iris of a
camera or eye. Come to the Center and learn to create
a Holiday Design for yourself. Please bring a full
roll of Scotch tape. All other supplies are included.

This free program will be held on

Saturday, December 10, at 1:00 pm

Sunday, November 20, 2016 at 2:00 pm
Doors open at 1:00 p.m.,

Registration required! (847) 390-0160
Fee for event is $5.00 per person

Fall
re-

Village Census of Niles, 1900 – 2015
1900

514

1920

1,258

1930

2,135

1940

2,168

1950

3,587

1953

6,883

1955

10,199

1957

13,949

1960

20,393

1962

25,073

1964

29,497

1967

32,075

1970

31,432

1972

32,432

1990

28,762

1995

26,699

2000

30,068

2005

29,062

2010

29,826

2013

30,022

2014

30,000

2015

29,876

Niles was first settled in 1827, and was incorporated on
August 24, 1899.
Niles, Illinois is the 1,258th largest city in the United
States as of 2015.
The Village of Niles is also 67th most populated city in
Illinois.
It is currently 0.5% smaller than it was in 2000, the
year of its peak recorded population.
The population growth of Niles is below average.
74% of similarly sized cities are growing faster since
2000.

Early Schools in Niles
In what is now the village of Niles the first
school was held in 1838, near the present
intersection of Touhy and Harlem avenues. It had
four pupils from the Ebinger and Ruland families
and was taught by a Scotchman named Ballantine.
The school’s second teacher was a Miss Phillips
who was paid $2.00 per child per term, The
bachelors chipped in to help maintain the school.
The third teacher, Miss Cordelia Wheaton, found
her profession more profitable, for she was paid $12
a month and board. In 1849 John Odell gave a
plot of land at Milwaukee and Harlem, material was
donated, and John Ketchum, brother of Mrs. Ruland,
put up a new school house for $25.
The earliest school board comprised of all the
men that were in the neighborhood: John Ruland,
John Kethum, Dr. Hoffman, and the three Ebinger
brothers. The little building was used only eight

What’s The Difference Between
Hard Coal and Soft Coal?
Come see real coal that was used for cooking!
We had a mini-lesson, thanks to Ted Suszek. We
met Ted at the Niles Library next to the Historical
Center’s table. He said that he noticed that our coal
buckets at the Center had no coal in them. He felt that
the younger visitors needed to know about coal and
see it. Ted wanted to find some “real” coal to make
look authentic. He searched in Chicago and found a
source, he picked up and delivered enough soft coal
to fill up our coal buckets. Thank you, Ted, for your
contribution! Soft coal (Bituminous coal) is used for
cooking stoves. But what about the use of hard coal?
You will need to come to the Historical Center and
we will tell you the answer!

As We Were Back Then…
Back in 1874 the land at Milwaukee & Dempster
(Southeast corner) was a picnic grove, owned by the
Beto family. The Beto family also had an inn and
saloon on the property called “The Welcome Inn.”
Later on they added a hall on the second floor, which
was used for parties, dances, and meetings.
During the growth of the area, the family saw the
need for a grocery store, complete with home
delivery routes, first by horse and wagon and then by
car. Then in 1927 the building burned down due to
an electrical problem.
Slowly the Niles area was beginning to grow and
take shape.

Information taken from the book, “She Loved People: the Story
of Joyce Warke,” by Mabel Warnke

The Living Marine Emblem (1917—1919)
This is an aerial view of the United States Marines emblem. The “emblem” is made up of 100 officers and
9,000 ENLISTED MEN, as partially shown in the cutaway section on the right. Picture taken at Paris Island,
South Carolina, and donated by John Francis Radcliffe.

Treaties and War: How Niles
Got Its Shape
Even though long gone by the time Niles was
incorporated in 1899, Native Americans and a
United States government treaty helped define the
village’s southern border.
Back in history the land now encompassing
present day Niles was virgin. The Village was
officially settled in 1832 but only marks a settlement
by the first Europeans. For thousands of years the
area was crossed and lived on by North America’s
indigenous inhabitants. In tune with nature, land
ownership was an incomprehensible concept for
Native Americans until foreign settlers arrived. A
tragic history followed with a footnote occurring on
the land now called Niles.

Following their defeat in the Black Hawk War of
1832, the remaining natives from present day
Wisconsin and Illinois met in Chicago and signed a
treaty in 1833; ceding what land of theirs was left
east of the Mississippi River, they submitted to
being resettled west.
A stipulation of the 1829 treaty, reservations
could not be disposed by individuals without the
consent of the U.S. president. In a letter dated
February 27, 1833, Jane Miranda asks “His
Excellency” for permission to sell her land.
The established boundaries of the reservations
were never forgotten by the settlers that arrived. The
boundary between Pothier’s and Caldwell’s
reservations was chosen as the southern border of
Niles. That border runs through present day Bunker

Illinois in 1818 became admitted to the Union.
Still considered the frontier, the state was home to
various Native American tribes. Beginning in 1825
at Prairie du Chien, present day Wisconsin, a series
of treaties were made between the various tribes and
U.S. government. In 1829, “the nations Chippewa,
Ottawa and Potawatamie Indians,” ceded their
northern Illinois territories to the U.S. government in
return for a number of provisions and hunting rights.
Charles J. Kappler, Clerk to the Senate Committee
on Indian Affairs, included the document in the
second volume of his 1904 publication Indian
Affairs: Laws and Treaties. Article IV specifically
deals with granting tracts of land to persons “being
descendants from Indians.” Billy Caldwell, Victoire
Pothier, and Jane Miranda are among those included.
The original treaty uses sections to describe the
amount of land each received but an 1839 survey is
more precise. Caldwell’s reservation along the
Chicago River was the largest at 1,600 acres.
Bordering north of Caldwell, Pothier held 320 acres.
Miranda received 160 acres and her land bordered
north of Pothier’s.
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UPCOMING EVENTS!
All Events at the Center unless noted
 Niles Drum Circle Group, Nov. TBA, 1 pm $10
(Michael will call members when he comes back)
 History of Thanksgiving & Stories of Thanks
Debi Gajewski, Sunday, November 20, 2 pm
 Learning to create art using the Iris Folding technique
Let’s make some Holiday Art for all!
Debi Gajewski, December 10, 1 pm $5 fee
 Hawaiian Dancers & Luau, Jan. 22, 2 pm. Fee
 German POWs housed in Skokie, James
Meierhoff February 26, 2 pm,
 “In Your Easter Bonnet,” Afternoon Tea and
Vintage Hat Fashion Show at the Historical Center,
March 26 (Sunday 2:00 pm)
 The History of Niles in Pictures and Memories
Michael Crisci April 23, 2pm
 Twilight Historical Living Tour, Spring 2017!

When You Donate an Item to the Center
Have you ever wondered what happens to your
donation when you give something to the Museum? The
first thing your “donation” will now be called an
“Artifact,” which is a museum term. Now it will be added
to our Inventory. The museum term is called
“Accessioned.” The process goes like this:
You fill out a Donor Sheet at the Historical Center



We use an Accession Book to assign your item a
number in our inventory.



The information about your artifact is logged into a
log book.

September - October, 2016
The Historical Society would like to thank all our
new members for joining and our renewed
members for your pledges for another year.
The Society couldn’t function without you.
Thank you!
New Members
Nancy Duda
C. Florsheim
F. Kaplan
Renewed Members
A. Beierwaltes
C. Dina
St. Haralambos Ch.
B & J Leske
M. Long
D. Mimp

N. Bobowski
S. Chareas
M.J. Gryboski
J. Habel
J. Jekot
J, Klich-Jensen
C & C Lindquist
M. Lipinski
Dr. J.D. McMahon
H. Menarik
C. Pankiewicz
V. Park
Michael Crisci
Interim Membership Chair

Thank you Sandie & Arlene!
We are sorry that two of our long time volunteers
are not able to help us anymore. Our sincere thanks
to Sandie Friedman and Arlene Twardowski for all
the years, time, and energy spent at the Museum
before we became the Historical Center! Their
handiwork can be seen here and there!

Get Well Wishes
Get well wishes go out to our President, Julia
Guarnaccio, who is still recuperating from her
surgery and to our Administrative Assistant,
Michael, who finally got a full hip replacement!
Niles Historical Society

Chairpersons and Staff
Accessions

Doris Gottschalk

Bldg. & Grounds

Jim Kozak

Docents

Doris Gottschalk
LaVerne Kozak

Membership

Michael Crisci



Then a 3 x 5 card is filled out with all that information.



That 3 x 5 card data is then entered into our computer,
using the Past Perfect museum software.



Social Events

LaVerne Kozak

We “tag” your item with the information, and we put it
either on display or in storage.

Volunteers

Julia Guarnaccio



A donation card for Tax Purposes, if requested.

Historian

Tom Ferraro

11—12.2016

Upcoming Events!


Niles Drum Circle in December TBA,



History of Thanksgiving & Stories of Thanks
Debi Gajewski, Sunday 11/20, 2 pm, free



Making Holiday Art! Iris folding technique
Debi Gajewski, Saturday 12/10, 1 pm, fee

MAKE SURE YOU

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

WE INVITE YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER Name:_____________________________________________
OF THE NILES HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(Please PRINT)
Please indicate your type of membership:
____ Business 2
$400.00
____ Business 1
$75.00
____ Benefactor
$1,000.00
____ Individual Life Member  $200.00
____ Patron 
$60.00
____ Institutional 
$40.00
____ Family 
$25.00
____ Contributor 
$25.00
____ Individual 
$15.00
____ Senior Citizen, 62 + 
$10.00
____ Student 
$5.00
 = Denotes Annual Membership
 = Denotes One Time Contribution

Corporation:________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________
City:________________________Zip Code:_______________
Phone:(________)__________________
Email: ____________________________
Date:________/_________/__________
 New  Renewal

Mail Checks to:
Niles Historical Society
c/o Membership
8970 N. Milwaukee Ave
Niles, IL. 60714

Amount:_______  cash  chk #__________ date ___________
Membership dues & contributions are deductible on Federal Income
Taxes to the extent allowable by law (501C—3 status, non-profit org.)

For benefits of each level, please contact the Museum (847) 390-0160, or visit www.vniles.com
We appreciate and thank you for your support to maintain the history of the Village of Niles!

