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Happy Memorial Day! Welcome Spring!
The 1st Michigan Re-Enactors!!
Sunday, May 29, 2016
You are invited to join Chris Mantas & The 1st
Michigan Engineers Civil War Reenactors, who
will reprise their role as US soldiers of the 19th,
20th, & 21st Centuries on Memorial Day Weekend,
Sunday, May 29th. There will be a full set up of a
WWII US Army display in front of the museum like
last year. This year we have asked them to address

Women in the Wars
Training exercises outside, from 1:30 to 2:00 PM!
Main talk at 2:00 pm in the Auditorium, 2nd floor.
Doors open at 1:00 p.m. and we hope that you
will attend and stay for refreshments afterwards.
Admission is free, donations are appreciated!

Native North Americans
and the Blackhawk War
Sunday, June 26, 2016
Our June Program will feature James Meierhoff,
a man well learned in the field of Native American
History in the Midwest.
His talk will explore the origins and outcome of
the Black Hawk War. In doing so, the talk explores
a who's who, and the locations of the major
events and the effects on us even today. It
will conclude with a brief discussion on the
archaeological survey of Kellogg's Grove, the
battlefield site, and last battle in Illinois. This will
lead to a final discussion on the differences between
Wisconsin and Illinois' methods of remembering and
memorializing the events from 1832.
The Black Hawk War—
The brief conflict that was fought in 1832 was
given the name the Black Hawk War and was
between the United States and Native Americans. It
was led on the Native American side by the Sauk
leader, Black Hawk. The trigger point for the war
was when Black Hawk and warriors from the
Kickapoos, Meskwakis and Sauks tribes crossed the
Mississippi River into the territory of Illinois.
James received his Masters in Anthropology
(2005) from UIC, and is currently a PHD candidate,
with a focus on Historic Archaeology. James has
studied the German POW camps in Chicago,
Belizean Logging Railroads, as well as the Black
Hawk War.

Another Notable from Niles!
Steve Goodman was an American folk music
singer-songwriter born 1948 who lived in Niles. In
1962 he went to study at the Old Town School of Folk
Music, Chicago. He graduated from Maine East High
School in Park Ridge in 1965 as a classmate of Hillary
Rodham Clinton. In 1971 Goodman was playing at a
Chicago bar called “The Quiet Knight” as the opening
act for Kris Kristofferson who introduced him to Paul
Anka. While there he played "City of New Orleans"
for Arlo Guthrie, who recorded it. This song was
about the Illinois Central Railroad's train running from
Chicago to New Orleans that was to be eliminated due
to lack of riders. The song became an American classic, sung by such musicians as Johnny Cash, Judy
Collins, Chet Atkins, Lynn Anderson, and Willie
Nelson, whose recorded version earned Goodman a
posthumous Grammy Award for Best Country Song in
1985. Jimmy Buffet also recorded several of
Goodman's songs.
Goodman wrote and performed many humorous
songs about Chicago, including three about the
Chicago Cubs: "A Dying Cub Fan's Last Request,"
"When the Cubs Go Marching In," and "Go, Cubs,
Go," which is played at the end of every home game
win. He wrote other Chicago songs like "The Lincoln
Park Pirates" about the notorious Lincoln Towing
Service, and "Daley's Gone", about Mayor Richard J.
Daley.
On September 20, 1984 Goodman died of leukemia
at the U. of Washington Medical Center in Seattle,
Washington. He was 36. In April 1988, some of
Goodman's ashes were scattered at Wrigley Field, the
home of the Chicago Cubs, where he wanted them.
We recently found the above information to add to
the Niles Notables in our 3rd floor room. Our
Notables include Annette Rogers Kelly, the Olympic
Games of 1936 in Germany. She is in the Track and
Field Hall of Fame and in High Jump. Chester
Hajduk was 1st baseman for the White Sox in 1941

and in 1946 following his WWII service. He had a
10 year career in the Major and Minor Leagues from
1940 to 1950. Eddie Olczyk was in Niles Hockey at
the age of 8 and was first coached in 1974 by former
Museum President Walt Beusse. At age 18 he was
drafted into the National Hockey League by the
Chicago Blackhawks. He was recently inducted into
the Hall of Fame. Presently, he is a commentator for
the Blackhawks. Another Notable is Jim Les from
class of 1981 Notre Dame H.S. He played
basketball for eight seasons with various teams:
Utah Jazz, L.A. Clippers, and Sacramento Kings.
He went on to coach the Bradley College Basketball
team for several years.

Historical Marker at Dutchman’s Point
“Dutchman’s Point,” the Waukegan-TouhyMilwaukee intersection, was the site of an
historical marker erected in 1976 by the Niles
|Bicentennial Commission in honor of the
Village’s early settlers.
According to legend, John and Katherine
Ebinger from Stuttgart, Germany, traveled to
America in 1831 with their four children. After
moving to Illinois, they discovered that land near
lake Michigan was too swampy for farming and
started north along a North American Indian trail
(now known as Milwaukee avenue) to Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
They were forced to settle at Milwaukee and
Touhy Avenues when their horse stepped on a
rattlesnake and died. They built a small, one story
cabin and laid claim to 80 acres of land which was
then Niles Township. Later they moved across
Harlem avenue into Maine Township. In
November 1834, the first white child was born in
the area called Dutchman’s Point (because
Germans were often referred to as Dutchmen).
Other early settlers were John Schadiger, Julius
Perren, John Plank, John Jackson Ruland, and John
Ketchum and there families.

Niles Free Bus to Stop at the Center!

Twilight Historical Living Tour

Starting May 2, the 410 Southbound Free Bus
will be stopping at the Historical Center if you are
coming from Golf Mill! There will be a sign located
at the end of the second driveway. 410 Northbound
will go west on Dempster to Washington St. and go
right, up Washington St. to Golf Mill, where you will
transfer to the 410 Southbound. The Village says a
northbound trip from the Senior Center or Library to
the Center (via Golf Mill) will be 20 minutes.
For those who have wanted to come to our
weekend programs, this is great news! Please pick up
a bus schedule at Village Hall or any Village facility.

Hello! My name is Debi Gajewski and I am
currently organizing something that I think will be
wonderful and exciting. With help from the Niles
Historical and Cultural Center my husband and I
are going to chair a Twilight Historical Living
Tour here in Niles, and we need YOUR help. We
are looking for some interesting stories about some
of the people who have been part of our history here
and we would love to hear from you. There are so
many amazing stories of people out there and what
a great way to keep their memories alive. Won't you
consider sharing one of your loved one’s stories?
Perhaps someone you know owned a Niles
business, perhaps they were instrumental in doing
something special for us in the Niles area. Maybe a
war hero, performer, song writer, survivor of a
disaster...the list is endless. You can send
your stories to me at thestoryspinners@att.net.

The Annual Bakeless Bake Sale
The Historical Society is hosting their Bakeless Bake
Sale. We know that many have busy schedules
and do not have the time to bake, so instead
we ask for a kind donation. Proceeds go towards
yearly, necessary expenses incurred and purchasing
items to help preserve our artifacts. A donation
from you will allow us to provide to residents and
non-residents alike the opportunity to view
exhibits and to have access to Niles’ rich history.
Please talk about our fundraiser among family,
friends, and local merchants. We depend solely on
donations. This fundraiser is a great way to support
us!
Note with a member’s generous donation:
“Much as I would like to bake, I’m happy to ‘bake up’
a check for this fundraiser and I don’t have to clean
the kitchen.”



Bakeless Bake Sale
Niles Historical & Cultural Center
Name:______________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City:_____________________ Zip:______________
Phone:___________________
Thank you for your donation of: $__________
Please make checks payable to the Niles Historical
Society and mail to 8970 Milwaukee Avenue,
Niles, Illinois 60714

This event will also be in need of some
volunteers. So if you want to be part of HISTORY,
now is your chance. Perhaps you always wanted
to be famous or be an actor…well, now is
your chance. Perhaps you may even want to be
a sponsor...we would love to have you be part of
this wonderful event.
When we think of turning back time...what
better way to do it? We will have dressed
performers/tour guides that evening that will be
giving a first person presentation of their life from
beyond the grave. Sound interesting? Of course!
More information to follow or you can inquire
at (847) 390-0160.
Sincerely,
Debi Gajewski, Niles Artist

World Class Drumming

The Illinois Mycological Association

During the month of August we will feature many
“hands-on” experiences of culture and art. One of
these experiences will be the creation (and hopefully
continuation) of a Drum Circle.

Almost every month during this
year there will be a group of
people who will have their
meetings in our Auditorium. They
come from all walks of life and
the one thing they all have in
common is the love of
mushrooms! The Center is very
happy to provide a meeting room for this
wonderful group, and they would like to extend
an invitation to you to join them the first Monday
of every month, starting at 7:30 pm. The meetings
are free to the public, and they have
fascinating speakers and events.

Drumming in all parts of the world has been
around for hundreds of years. Drum Circles, however,
have been around since the late 60s and early 70s.
Typically, people gather to drum in drum circles with
others from the surrounding community. The drum
circle offers equality because there is no head or tail,
but a circle of folks whose main objective is to share
rhythm and get in tune with each other and
themselves. The repetitiveness of the beat helps
people relax and enjoy the company of the circle. For
many it is an uplifting and joyful experience.
Our Instructor has brought many drums and
percussion instruments together from different parts
of the world to our circle so there is no need for you
to bring your own. Reservations will be needed, and
there will be a small fee per person to defray the cost
of storing the drums at the Center.
More information can be obtained by visiting our
table at the Library or calling (847) 390-0160. All of
the drums you see here are on display in the Center.

If you are new to the mushroom picking scene
or seasoned veterans of the forest floor then this is
a group for you! More information can be found on
their webpage at www.illinoismyco.com.

We’re Back at the Niles Library!
The Niles Historical Society had a table in the
Commons Area of the Niles Public Library last
year, and now we are back again sharing the
delights of the Niles Historical and Cultural
Center! We are thankful for the support from
Susan Lempke, Diane Winberg, Neil O’Shea, and
the Library Staff for graciously letting us talk to
the library patrons and getting the word out about
the Center. Our table can be seen as you come into
the front door of the library.
Please stop by and visit us. We have an
informative visual display, pamphlets and
information about the Center, and a whole
assortment of “free goodies” for all who stop by
(such as cooler holders for the parents and treats
and drawings from our resident artist for the
children). People often come by with questions
about the history of Niles, and with a wealth of
information at our fingertips we have been able to
help many. See you soon!
If you move please let us know, so we can
continue to keep you up to date with
the Newsletter and Special events!

MORE UPCOMING EVENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS!

 Volunteer Training: Sat. FALL, at 2p
 Docent (tour guide) Training: Sat. FALL, at 2p

(all events at the Center unless noted)
 Niles Genealogy Interest Group Sun., May 22,
2-3:30pm, Library, Registration req’d.

 History of Niles, Michael Crisci, Senior Ctr.,
Monday, 9/12 , 11 a.m.
 Scanning Weekend, 9/17 (11am – 3pm)
Bring in your Niles photos to add to our History!

 Visit us at the Niles Library! 5/28/16, all day
 1st Michigan Engineers Reenactors,
May 29, at 2pm featuring women in the military
(Military exercises from 1:30 pm. Until program)
 Docent (tour guide) Training: Summer, at 2pm
 Volunteer Training: Summer, at 6pm
 Roadside History of Illinois, 6/8, 7p, Library
 Visit with us at the Niles Library! 6/25/16, all day
 Native American History & Black Hawk War,
Sunday, June 26, at 2pm, James Meierhoff
Independence Day Parade! 7/04/16 (@ 9 am)

 Visit us at the Niles Library! Saturday 9/24, all day
 Antique Appraiser, John Leonard
Sunday, September 25, 2p. (Appraisal: $5 per item)
 Twilight Historical Living Tour (October TBA)
 Hallowe’en with the Old Time Radio Players,
Oct. 30, 2 pm (The Shadow, our Miss Brooks, and
Abbott & Costello meet Dracula)
 High Tea at the Historical Center, November 20
(Sunday 2:00 pm) tentatively

March - April 2016
The Historical Society would like to thank new
members and renewed members for your pledges for
the upcoming year. The Society could not function
without your support.
Thank you!
Renewed Members
P. & B. Salani
Michael Crisci
Interim Membership Chair

 The Eastland Disaster: An Unparalleled
Tragedy, Sun., July 17, 2pm, Library
Visit us at the Niles Library! 7/23/16, all day
 The Life of Debbie Reynolds, Debi Gajewski
Sunday, July 24, at 2pm
Visit us at the Niles Library! 7/30/16, all day

Niles Historical Society
Chairpersons and Staff

GODZILLA MINI FEST! August 6, 1pm,
Guest Speakers, Displays, and a Kaiju Movie!
 Niles Drum Circle Group, Sat. TBA, at 1pm
Registration req’d.
 “Drawing Cartoons & Superheroes” Sat. TBA,
at 1 pm. Registration req’d.
 “Birch Tree Canvas Art” painting with Debi
Gajewski, Sun. 8/21, at 1 pm. Registration req’d.
 Learning to ring handchimes! Sat. TBA, 1 pm



Accessions
Bldg. & Grounds
Docent
Membership
Social Events

Doris Gottschalk
Jim Kozak
Arlene Twardowski
Michael Crisci
LaVerne Kozak

Historian
Admin. Asst.
Village of Niles

Tom Ferraro
Michael Crisci

Officers and Board of Directors
Julia Guarnaccio, President
Doris Gottschalk

LaVerne Kozak, Secretary
Jim Kozak

Tony Guarnaccio, Treasurer
Arlene Twardowski

11—12.2015

05-06.2016

Save the Dates!








Bakeless Bake Sale (ongoing, see in Newsletter)
1st Michigan Re-Enactors, May 29th 1:30 & 2 pm
North Americans & Blackhawk War, June 26, 2 pm
Independence Day Parade, July 4, 9 am
Portrait of Debbie Reynolds, July24, 2 pm
GODZILLA MINI-FEST!!!
“Hands On August,” programs every weekend, August,
(registration & fees required)

MAKE SURE YOU

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

WE INVITE YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER Name:_____________________________________________
OF THE NILES HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(Please PRINT)
Please indicate your type of membership:
____ Business 2
$400.00
____ Business 1
$75.00
____ Benefactor
$1,000.00
____ Individual Life Member  $200.00
____ Patron 
$60.00
____ Institutional 
$40.00
____ Family 
$25.00
____ Contributor 
$25.00
____ Individual 
$15.00
____ Senior Citizen, 62 + 
$10.00
____ Student 
$5.00
 = Denotes Annual Membership
 = Denotes One Time Contribution

Corporation:________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________
City:________________________Zip Code:_______________
Phone:(________)__________________
Email: ____________________________
Date:________/_________/__________
 New  Renewal

Mail Checks to:
Niles Historical Society
c/o Membership
8970 N. Milwaukee Ave
Niles, IL. 60714

Amount:_______  cash  chk #__________ date ___________
Membership dues & contributions are deductible on Federal Income
Taxes to the extent allowable by law (501C—3 status, non-profit org.)

For benefits of each level, please contact the Museum (847) 390-0160, or visit www.vniles.com
We appreciate and thank you for your support to maintain the history of the Village of Niles!

