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Happy New Year!

Financial Education Event
Sunday, February 28, 2015
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Free Admission
The Niles Historical and Cultural Center
8970 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Niles, IL 60714
This event is hosted by the Heartland Institute, a non-profit organization. You will learn strategies on how
to invest for retirement and college. No soliciting will take place during this event.

For questions please call Niles Historical Society at
(847) 390-0160 or email rmb@vniles.com.

A History on Tea
We want to thank all of those who attended our Afternoon Tea on November 21.st Sheila Duda, our
guest speaker and owner of Tea Lula in Park Ridge,
did a wonderful job sharing her expertise on tea and
its history. She provided us with insight regarding
how drinking tea evolved into an elegant practice in
England, as well as how the British Empire attempted to monopolize the tea market in Colonial America.
Popularizing Tea in Great Britain
In 1662, Catherine of Braganza arrived to Britain
from Portugal to marry Charles II. Like many
queens before her, Catherine would indirectly create
new social engagements for society’s upper class.
Catherine was very much accustomed to drinking tea
as an everyday beverage considering the Portuguese
imported tea since the 17th century. For the British,
tea was unpopular, that was until the queen started
drinking it. The wealthy families of Britain would
purchase expensive porcelain pieces for boiling and
drinking tea. Many women would gather in a bedchamber or a small room adjacent to the bedchamber
intended for entertaining guests to converse while
enjoying a cup of tea. Tea continued to gain popularity in Britain and today, on average, each Brit
drinks three and a half cups of tea a day.
Tea: Sparking Anger in the American Colonies
In 1650, while the Dutch still vied for and controlled
territorial lands in North America, they introduced
teas from Southeast Asia to the settlers in New Amsterdam. Fourteen years later in 1664, tensions rose
between the British and the Dutch, war was declared.
As a direct result of the two warring nations, on August 28, 1664, the British acquired New Amsterdam
and renamed the colony New York. To their surprise, the British discovered the colonists in New
York consumed more tea than all of England.
Through the years the popularity of tea grew in Colonial America and in 1690, tea became publically
available.
The British, as well as the Dutch, would continue
supplying teas to meet colonists’ demands. Britain
enacted a law banning colonists from importing on
their own accord. Import intermediaries destined to
the American colonies strictly could only be ap-

proved by the British Crown. Additionally, high tax
on teas was implemented. The American colonists
would not be deterred by British laws restricting
trade, in fact, many attempted to capitalize on the tea
market themselves. Thomas Jefferson, who was to
later become America’s third president, smuggled tea
into the colonies and strongly advocated free trade.
On May 10, 1773 British Parliament passed the Tea
Act which allowed the British East India trading company to gain total control of the tea market over the
American colonies. The result, tea prices sky rocketed. As one can imagine, this enraged the colonists. A
rebel group opposing the unfair treatment of American colonists known as the Sons of Liberty, decided
to take matters into their own hands. On the night of
December 16, 1773, the Sons of Liberty dressed up as
Mohawk Indians and boarded three ships carrying tea
docked in the Boston Harbor. The Sons of Liberty
destroyed 92,000 pounds of tea that very night, sinking the crates to the bottom of the ocean, preventing
anyone from stealing any floating crates. The tea
thrown overboard was valued at $1,200,000 by today’s monetary value. The Sons of Liberty’s act of
defiance came to be known as the Boston Tea Party.
As a whole, many American colonists boycotted teas
and turned to a new beverage to consume, coffee,
which till this day, remains a very popular drink in
America. Britain mistreated American colonists
through heavy taxes, but their unjust actions had ramifications. On July 4, 1776 the Declaration of Independence was instated and colonists fought to break
away from Britain’s tyranny and establish a new democratic government, one that strongly focused on protecting individual’s freedoms and rights. Today, we
all reap the benefits of what transpired many years
ago.
Special Thanks
Thank you to the following individuals who made the
tea party not only possible, but a success: Judi Stevens, Lynn Berles, Doris Gottschalk, Ann Wilbur,
Linda Wegner, LaVerne and Jim Kozak
On the next page you can view some pictures from
the event. Our guests learned about different blends
of teas and tasted bold varieties and filled up on delicious sandwiches, desserts, and of course, tea! It was
lots of fun, so we hope to see you at our next event!

Before Maryhill Cemetery
Believe it or not, where Maryhill Cemetery sits today, was once a place for recreation, an eighteenhole golf course called Dempster Golf Course. It
was founded in the 1930’s and reduced in size to a
nine-hole course during the late 1940’s. The course
was considered to be one of the most popular in Chicago; it was unique because it remained open yearround. Individuals had the luxury to enjoy a golf
outing in the snow, playing with orange balls to easily stand out on the white blanket. Golfers had this
year-round option until it was sold in 1968, to the
Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago as is still used today for burial.
In addition to golfing, the beautiful green area was
known to attract different birds, especially pheasants
roamed around. Therefore, another sporting event
that took place was hunting. Going pheasant hunting was not a sight unseen. As Niles was originally
more agricultural than suburban, many types of
birds were attracted to the surrounding corn-farmed
areas. It was not until the early 1970s that pheasants
started to make their way out of the area, but many
other forms of wildlife still inhabit the Village of
Niles such as foxes and deer.
Presently, only one golf course presides in Niles,
Tam, a nine-hole course located on Howard next to
the forest preserve.
History: Niles Police
Niles began to develop its law enforcement in the
late 1800’s with the introduction of its first magistrate, and it was not until 1899, when the Village of
Niles was officially recognized as a municipality, did
the first ever Village Board take responsibility for
Niles’ police officers. The Village Board would
meet at the house of Christian Luth, who was in fact
a part-time policeman, receiving a $4.00 a month
salary. The Niles Police force would slowly grow.
In the Roaring Twenties Niles only had three police
officers taking on many calls to action including saloon fights, auto accidents, and of course bootleg
whiskey runners throughout the Village. In 1928,
after a traffic violator failed to claim his vehicle, the

Niles Police annexed the vehicle and by doing so acquired their first squad car. Although the squad car
improved the force, the Niles Police were still no
match for all the illegal activity at the time, and it
would be a couple decades until the Niles Officers
would come to be a sizeable and reliable unit.
In 1950, the Niles Police staff only consisted of four
individuals, but in 1953, voters approved a civil service and police pension plan which removed political
intervention from the department. Deregulating the
hiring of officers called for examinations to test potential candidates to join the force. By 1961, the police roster consisted of one Chief, one captain, one
lieutenant, four sergeants, two detectives, and seventeen patrolmen. The only issue facing those officers
was the inadequate space the station provided, which
only consisted of three small rooms for the entire
staff!
The intersection of Milwaukee and Waukegan would
be home to a new Police Department when it was officially completed in 1964. New communication
equipment, laboratory facilities, interrogation areas,
and detention cells were all included. In 1967, the
Niles Police Station introduced a Communication
Center Complex which allowed six different frequencies to be beamed out. This way, communication
amongst other Villages could be maintained twentyfour hours a day seven days a week. All radio transmissions and phone calls could be recorded. In addition, burglar alarms were placed in businesses
throughout the Niles area that would alert police in
the case of a robbery.
More recently, in 2003 the Niles Police Station raised
the total of sworn in officers to sixty-two. Then in
2005, a new Police Department was built on the corner of Touhy and Milwaukee. Tragically, on April 8,
2005, Officer Steven Zourkas while en route to a call
at 4:00 am, lost control of his vehicle on Milwaukee
Avenue flipping on its side crashing into several
parked vehicles. He was pronounced dead on the scene. Officer Zourkas was the first Niles officer to lose
his life in the line of duty.

Happy New Year

November - December 2015

I hope you had a wonderful Christmas. I wish
you a healthy, happy, and prosperous New
Year! Have the best of luck in fulfilling your
New Year’s resolutions.

The Historical Society would like to thank new
members and renewed members for your pledges for
the upcoming year. The Society could not function
without your support.
Thank you!

We here at the museum are looking forward to
another eventful New Year. We have planned
and continue to plan new activities and invite
you to come and visit.
- Julia Guarnaccio, President

I’ll Say a Little Prayer for You…
Our President, Julia Guarnaccio, is still recovering
from her fractured bone in her foot.
Michael Crisci, our Administrative Assistant from
the Village, is still recovering from his broken hip.
Please keep them both in your prayers and
thoughts! We wish them a speedy recovery to full
health.
The Historical Society

New Members & Life Members
Janine and Greg Jensen, New Delores Giffin, Life
Renewed Members
Barbara Mendelsohn
Pat Nicholls
Reverend and Mrs. Julio Orozco
Cynthia Pankiewicz
Michael Crisci
Interim Membership Chair
Our Volunteers
The Niles Historical Society thrives off its volunteers. Without them, running the museum would
not be possible. From January 1st to December
16th, our volunteers worked a total of 4,621 hours,
quite impressive. Thank you to all who volunteer
and donate to us. We appreciate your support.

Be Our Guest!

Niles Historical Society
Chairpersons and Staff

Accessions
Bldg & Grounds
Docents
Membership
Social Events

Doris Gottschalk
Jim Kozak
Arlene Twardowski
Doris Gottschalk
Michael Crisci
LaVerne Kozak

Historian

Tom Ferraro

Admin. Asst.
Village of Niles

Michael Crisci

Temporary
Admin. Asst.

Robert Bjorklund

Do you have a passion for history or have a hobby
that made you into a unique, “go-to” person and
you wish to talk about it? Well now is your chance,
the Historical Center is inviting you to come give a
presentation. Topics can range from showing how
to collect baseball cards, stamps, coins (while showcasing your collection) to giving a talk about a historical event you find interesting. Historical events
about Niles are great, even though any historical
subjects are equally as great.
You can be scheduled to talk about your passion!
Presentations/talks should last for at least an hour.
Please contact the Center at 847-390-0160 or
rmb@vniles.com.

Officers and Board of Directors
Julia Guarnaccio, President
Doris Gottschalk

Sandie Friedman, Secretary
Jim Kozak
Laverne Kozak

Tony Guarnaccio, Treasurer
Arlene Twardowski
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Upcoming Events!
Financial Education Event
Sunday, February 28
2:00-3:00
Free Admission

MAKE SURE YOU

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

WE INVITE YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER Name:_____________________________________________
OF THE NILES HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(Please PRINT)
Please indicate your type of membership:
____ Business 2
$400.00
____ Business 1
$75.00
____ Benefactor
$1,000.00
____ Individual Life Member  $200.00
____ Patron 
$60.00
____ Institutional 
$40.00
____ Family 
$25.00
____ Contributor 
$25.00
____ Individual 
$15.00
____ Senior Citizen, 62 + 
$10.00
____ Student 
$5.00
 = Denotes Annual Membership
 = Denotes One Time Contribution

Corporation:________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________
City:________________________Zip Code:_______________
Phone:(________)__________________
Email: ____________________________
Date:________/_________/__________
 New  Renewal

Mail Checks to:
Niles Historical Society
c/o Membership
8970 N. Milwaukee Ave
Niles, IL. 60714

Amount:_______  cash  chk #__________ date ___________
Membership dues & contributions are deductible on Federal Income
Taxes to the extent allowable by law (501C—3 status, non-profit org.)

For benefits of each level, please contact the Museum (847) 390-0160, or visit www.vniles.com
We appreciate and thank you for your support to maintain the history of the Village of Niles!

