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From Our President 

 
     As President I want to wish all of our Societyôs 

members a very healthy and Happy New Year! 

 

     Over the last few months I have spent much 

time reviewing my options as President. Due to 

my declining health, I must inform you that it is 

necessary that I step down as President of the  

Historical Society as of January 1, 2018. 

 

     It was such a privilege to be your President 

over the last few years! The Society has made 

many advances towards saving the history of our 

beloved Niles, and 2018 (the 200th Illinois  

Bi-Centennial Year) will be one full of new ideas 

and energy! And many achievements! 

 

      To this end, our Vice President, Tom Ferraro, 

will be assuming the mantle of the Presidency for 

the Historical Society as of January 1, 2018.  I 

wish Tom a lot of good luck and I know the  

Society will benefit greatly from his leadership. 

Tom, as out Historian and now President, brings 

much knowledge, concern for the preservation of 

History of Niles, and fresh, new ideas to the  

Center. 

 

      Tom, together with our Board of Directors, 

Volunteers, and Michael Crisci, Administrative 

Assistant from the Village, will bring us  

successfully into the New Year! 

 

     God Bless all of our Members! We could not 

exist without YOU! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Julia M. Guarnaccio 

President Emeritus 

 

Illinois has a 200th Bi-Centennial birthday  

THIS YEAR!  

 
      2018 is going to be a special time at the Niles  

Historical and Cultural Center! Illinois will be celebrating 

its 200th birthday and the Society would like you to know 

that The Center will have many programs celebrating  

Illinois history as well as the History of Niles, your  

community.  
 
     The Society would love input ideas on how to present 

200 years of Illinois to the people of Niles. At this  

early date your ideas and input would be very much  

appreciated! Share with us your thoughts on programs 

and exhibits for the future.  The Society hopes that you 

will be an important Contributor and Volunteer for the 

2018 year. Please email ideas to: nhs@vniles.com or call 

(847) 390-0160. Please include your name with your  

ideas so we can follow up with you! 
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Stevenson School Historical Tour 
 

    A group of students and parents from Stevenson 

School in Des Plaines took a tour of the Niles  

Historical and Cultural Center after hours on  

December 16th. Also in attendance was their teacher, 

Pamela Sarandos and Stevenson School principal, 

Howard Sussman. They were surprised and amazed 

at the number of historical artifacts we have on all 

three floors. The children were very engaged and 

everyone had a very good time.  
 
   The Historical Society gives school tours as well as 

other group tours, either during the hours that we are 

open or by appointment, after regular business hours. 
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Our November & December Programs 
 

    Our November and December programs were very 

exciting, and if you were there you would have had an 

extremely good time. Guaranteed! 
 
     In November we had Tom Kastle, a maritime  

musical bard who regaled us with stories, song,  

hilarity, and lot of audience participation. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

     In December, we had  

Rochelle Pennington gift to us  

the tale of the Christmas Tree Ship, a Great Lakes 

vessel that used to bring Christmas Trees to Chicago 

until it sank in 1912.  It was interesting that both talks 

overlapped somewhat, sharing the history of Lake 

Michigan! 
 
    Just a note: attendance was high and the Society is 

considering more gifted speakers like these for our 

programs in the future! We hope you will attend! 

Attention Schools & Educational Centers! 
 

     When you are planning school field trips for 2018,  

please remember the Niles Historical Center and  

Museum is an incredible educational facility right 

here in Niles. There are three floors of wonderful,  

historical artifacts which our Docents can easily tie-in 

to your curriculum. The Center is a short drive by car 

or school bus. Please contact the Museum (847) 390-

0160 to set up a free tour (of course, donations are 

welcome!) 

Conversational Sign Program  
Resumes at the Center! 

 
     Back in the Summer of 2017, The Center held  a  
conversational class on American Sign Language 
(AMSLAN). It was such a success that those who 
attended wanted to bring it back into 2018. 
 
     The class ended in a holiday party and will  
resume ñofficiallyò on Thursday night, January 17, at 
7:15 p.m. We hope new members will join us as we 
learn conversational sign. Charge for the book only. 
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