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From Our President
As President I want to wish all of our Society’s
members a very healthy and Happy New Year!
Over the last few months I have spent much
time reviewing my options as President. Due to
my declining health, I must inform you that it is
necessary that I step down as President of the
Historical Society as of January 1, 2018.
It was such a privilege to be your President
over the last few years! The Society has made
many advances towards saving the history of our
beloved Niles, and 2018 (the 200th Illinois
Bi-Centennial Year) will be one full of new ideas
and energy! And many achievements!
To this end, our Vice President, Tom Ferraro,
will be assuming the mantle of the Presidency for
the Historical Society as of January 1, 2018. I
wish Tom a lot of good luck and I know the
Society will benefit greatly from his leadership.
Tom, as out Historian and now President, brings
much knowledge, concern for the preservation of
History of Niles, and fresh, new ideas to the
Center.
Tom, together with our Board of Directors,
Volunteers, and Michael Crisci, Administrative
Assistant from the Village, will bring us
successfully into the New Year!
God Bless all of our Members! We could not
exist without YOU!
Sincerely,
Julia M. Guarnaccio
President Emeritus

Illinois has a 200th Bi-Centennial birthday
THIS YEAR!
2018 is going to be a special time at the Niles
Historical and Cultural Center! Illinois will be celebrating
its 200th birthday and the Society would like you to know
that The Center will have many programs celebrating
Illinois history as well as the History of Niles, your
community.
The Society would love input ideas on how to present
200 years of Illinois to the people of Niles. At this
early date your ideas and input would be very much
appreciated! Share with us your thoughts on programs
and exhibits for the future. The Society hopes that you
will be an important Contributor and Volunteer for the
2018 year. Please email ideas to: nhs@vniles.com or call
(847) 390-0160. Please include your name with your
ideas so we can follow up with you!
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Our November & December Programs

Stevenson School Historical Tour

Our November and December programs were very
exciting, and if you were there you would have had an
extremely good time. Guaranteed!

A group of students and parents from Stevenson
School in Des Plaines took a tour of the Niles
Historical and Cultural Center after hours on
December 16th. Also in attendance was their teacher,
Pamela Sarandos and Stevenson School principal,
Howard Sussman. They were surprised and amazed
at the number of historical artifacts we have on all
three floors. The children were very engaged and
everyone had a very good time.

In November we had Tom Kastle, a maritime
musical bard who regaled us with stories, song,
hilarity, and lot of audience participation.

The Historical Society gives school tours as well as
other group tours, either during the hours that we are
open or by appointment, after regular business hours.

In December, we had
Rochelle Pennington gift to us
the tale of the Christmas Tree Ship, a Great Lakes
vessel that used to bring Christmas Trees to Chicago
until it sank in 1912. It was interesting that both talks
overlapped somewhat, sharing the history of Lake
Michigan!
Just a note: attendance was high and the Society is
considering more gifted speakers like these for our
programs in the future! We hope you will attend!

Conversational Sign Program
Resumes at the Center!
Back in the Summer of 2017, The Center held a
conversational class on American Sign Language
(AMSLAN). It was such a success that those who
attended wanted to bring it back into 2018.
The class ended in a holiday party and will
resume “officially” on Thursday night, January 17, at
7:15 p.m. We hope new members will join us as we
learn conversational sign. Charge for the book only.

Attention Schools & Educational Centers!
When you are planning school field trips for 2018,
please remember the Niles Historical Center and
Museum is an incredible educational facility right
here in Niles. There are three floors of wonderful,
historical artifacts which our Docents can easily tie-in
to your curriculum. The Center is a short drive by car
or school bus. Please contact the Museum (847) 3900160 to set up a free tour (of course, donations are
welcome!)
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Christmas Trees at Ballard & Milwaukee
For over twenty years the corner of Ballard and
Milwaukee has been “home” to the Northshore
Marina Service Christmas Tree Lot. You may not
know the name but surely you have seen the trees
and the mobile home trailer that they stay in while
they are here, from after Thanksgiving to the 22nd of
December.
Rick Hanstad, an employee, gave us a review as
they walked among his trees on the final day they
were down here. He answered questions from our
volunteer, Mark Carter.
The manager, 44 year old Patrick Markham and
his helpers come down from a small town called
Lutzenbourg, Wisconsin. They own a marina there,
but during the winter months before the holidays
they go to the town of Marion to harvest Christmas
Trees for sale, from an area of 400 acres. The tree
farm does the harvesting, picking out the best trees
for sale. This year they brought 1,200 trees for sale.
“Business was good this year,” answered Rick.
“Christmas sales were running later than usual and
the weather was much better than previous years.
The amount of trees we bring down varies from year
to year. We live in the mobile home, and it’s pretty
good. We have a T.V., and a laptop and internet
connection.” In the past, he said, that they used the
Fitness Center to shower.
We thanked him for the interview and took some
pictures. Mark never got chance to ask him what
they do with the unsold trees; But in the past, it was
noted by the Center that some trees were left near the
corner of Milwaukee and Dempster.
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From Our Archives…
Many of us know and understand Genealogy as a
“study of your family tree.” But did you know that
each city, town, village, has its own “Genealogy?”
Towns go through a LOT of changes: businesses
start up and get successful or fail and close. Then the
occupancies of those business establishments change
hands: new “owners” appear, taking over what was
there (change of ownership) or starting anew in that
space. Many cities, like ours, have records of these
changes. When the Center gets inquiries about “what
business was there,” we go back over the years and
try to pinpoint the business history at that address.
Our volunteers often have recollections of
businesses that were in an area, too. Many volunteers
have been born in Niles or came here at an early age.
Sometimes memories and recollections are the best
and only thing we can go on when researching. And
it takes time for every research item.

How to Start Research at the Center
Many times a week we will get inquiries about
businesses that were here at a certain time, people
who lived in Niles, are buried in Niles, “memories”
of grammar/high schools, or “I have a bet with my
buddies about what was there!” (we get that one a
LOT)!
People call and (really) expect us to be able to
rattle off that information right off the tops of our
heads (especially with a single phone call)! We do
not wish to disappoint anyone, but that is very often
unfeasible. To that end, we ask you to fill out a
Research Form.
A Research Form asks very pointed questions:








Who, what, when, where, and why.
Who is this for?
What do you need?
When was your inquiry geared to
(what year, month, day, era, etc.)?
Where do you remember when you last saw this
person or building or event?
Why is this important to you?

Every time there is a call or email, we need a
Research Form filled for our files. We may ask you
to fill out our Research Form online and send it
back. Then we can set some priority to your
search and balance that off with what we do every

day. It is so easy to drop what we are doing and jump
on your research, but that disrupts what we are trying
to accomplish in our day-to-day time at the Center.
When there is proper time allotted for questions, we
can answer them fully, and then have a record on
hand for any future inquiries for anyone else. Here is
the link for the Research Form online to expedite your
requests.

Is Your Email Correct?
Lately we have been getting quite a few emails
bouncing back to us, indicating that your email is
incorrect or cannot be found on the internet. Please
contact us so we can fix that!
If you want to receive our Newsletter for 2018
VIA EMAIL ALSO, please contact us at the Center
at (847) 390-0160, or email us at nhs@vniles.com
with your email address.
The Newsletter is in COLOR via email,
and we would love you to see it that way!

Drop Us a Line!
Drop us a line is a term that many older people used
to use when they were younger. Basically, it means
“keep in touch’ and “let us know what you are up to.”
The Society would like to keep in touch with you! If
you have an email address, an address update, or a
suggestion of what you would like to see at the
Center, please “keep in touch” by a phone call (847)
390-0160, or an email to NHS@VNiles.com.
This is also very helpful if the Society’s Member
has passed away – a call from the family or an email
helps keep our records up to date.

Interested in Volunteering?
The Museum is always looking for help in setting
up and changing exhibits, archiving, accessioning,
and giving tours. Volunteers are the backbone of your
Museum and are as important as the treasures on
exhibit. As a matter of fact volunteers are treasured
“more than gold” by all of us here who already
donate our time. Would you please consider donating
a few hours of your time (per visit, per week, or per
month—your choice).
Please contact us at (847) 390-0160 for more
information and opportunities. Online Volunteer form.
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Sisters Recall Gangster Days
At Lone Tree Inn
By Joseph Zurawski
“I gave it the name,” said Anna Bromberger Bialy
Echt, as she pointed to the tree that she believes “was
in the dining area” around which the Lone Tree Inn
was built.
“I put my name on that tree, I remember,” she
says, and then, indicating with her hands, “when the
tree was about this wide.” The distance between her
hands is about two feet. “And that was the old dining
area.” says Echt, still holding the same 1924 photo.
Echt sorted through the memorabilia that she
prepared to donate to the Niles Historical Society,
(The Niles Historical & Cultural Center now) and her
sister, Alma, who is currently residing in California,
recently sent an account of the early years of the
Lone Tree Inn to the Niles Historical Society. Anna
has also decided to add her recollections and other
items.
Both sisters agree that their father, Carl, who
wanted to “make a tavern… was not a person for that
type of business.” So the building that was the
chicken coop, then an onion shed, and now prepared
to be a restaurant was sold to Bob Friebus from
Chicago in 1924. The Lone Tree Inn, recalls Anna,
was originally open with that name in 1921.
Anna remembers how the “Capone gang and the
Miranda gang were always fighting about who would
control liquor distribution in the area. As a young
teen she was looking out the window at the “big cars
the gangs came around in.“ She recalls hearing, “put
your head in the house before we shoot it off.“
“We were innocent, what did we know?” Anna
says she explains how she and her sister Alma “went
for a ride“ with some of the mobsters. Anna says, “I
thought it would be a thrill.” It was, but not the kind
they expected. “We got scared. They started drinking
and getting drunk. I started screaming. They threw us
out of the car,” and she says, “we had to walk back
home tonight to Niles from the town of Waukegan.“
Anna has vivid recollections of Al Capone. She
describes the atmosphere as “very, very solemn”
whenever Capone was around. “He would always
come with four or five guys and a machine gun in the

car. Each guy had a pistol in their waist band,“ adds
Anna.
“Capone had a favorite stool at the end of the bar.
One foot was always on the floor. There were three
doors. He never had his back towards the doors. He
always had to face the doors.” Says Anna.
However, “after Baby Face Nelson was found
dead in a ditch,” says Anna, “about a half mile North,
he (Capone) didn’t come around much anymore.”
Neither did a John Touhy, a rival beer runner. He
was shot inside the Lone Tree Inn. “There was blood
all over the floor,“ says Anna pointing to a photo of
the exact spot where he lay dead. “But it was hard to
clean up. The floors had big planks, with the bark still
facing up.” Later, “the spot where he was shot was
marked,” adds Anna.
Alma writes, “The place had a bad name.
It previously was a nude strip joint. Sally Rand…
performed her act in the tavern.”
After Friebus died, the Lone Tree Inn closed for a
few years before Alma “finally got a loan ($500)
from Grandpa Kamp.“
Alma attributes business “getting better“ after
“two young man came in (who were) going to the
Northwestern University.“ She says. “Both were
lifeguards in Chicago… (and) more and more
students came, then the coaches from Northwestern,
University of Illinois, Notre Dame, Iowa. During the
football season the place was full.
Both Anna and Alma spoke and wrote of the long
hours each worked. “This was a tough life,” Alma
wrote. “Grating all those potatoes for hours for potato
pancakes would drive me crazy.” She says as she
holds a grate in her hand, which she is donating to the
Historical Society.
After reading the recollection of, and listening to
Anna describe the early history of the Lone Tree Inn
in the 1920s, one is convinced that it is “history live.”
No matter the talents of the screenwriter history just
doesn’t come anymore real than the words of Alma
Bromberger Kamp and Ann Bromberger Bialy Echt.
Courtesy of the Niles Bugle, 1995
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Have You Read Any Good Books Lately?
This is a great time to take advantage of the “stay
at home” time of the year and catch up on some
reading you wanted to do but never got around to it.
With winter now here, some of us we prefer to stay
indoors as much as possible. But getting out for
some “play time” and visiting different places like
the Niles-Maine Library is always welcome! You
can even access many features of the Library online.
Our Niles-Maine Library is nothing short of
amazing. If you are not accustomed to making
frequent visits you will be amazed at how fortunate
Niles is to have the privilege of the library services
available for someone who holds the card!
Some of those services are:
 Checkout of Books, DVD videos and CDs
(newly produced and classics)
 Online holds for the above, with email/phone
alerts to pick-up items.
 Computer classes and Hands-on Workshops
 Educational Programs for all ages
 Free blockbuster and Foreign films shown
 Kanopy, a video streaming service
 Ebooks and Audio books downloads
 Hoopla movie service
 Flipster (digital magazines)
 Online Research avenues (Ancestry.com, newspapers, and more)
www.nileslibrary.org/research
Start here: www.nileslibrary.org.
You’ll be glad you did.

Thank you to the
Village Maintenance Staff!

The Illinois Mycological Society
Meets at the Center!
The Illinois Mycological Society
meets at the Niles Historical
& Cultural Center, usually the
first Monday of every month.
Mycology is the study of all
fungi including mushrooms. It is a
mushroom hunting club that holds
monthly meetings and frequent forays to look for
wild mushrooms.
Members of the IMA are a group of professional
and amateur mycologists and mushroom enthusiasts.
They will provide information and answer questions
regarding fungi. The monthly programs are open to
the public. You are welcome to attend and learn
more about fungi and the wild mushrooms of Illinois
and the Chicago region. Our meetings usually
have a group of 50 – 75 people in attendance. You
may be interested to know that IMA meetings at the
Niles Historical Center drew 495 attendees in 2017.
For more information about us, please go to:
www.illinoismyco.org.
Pamela McCann, President

Long ago when men cursed and beat the
ground with sticks, it was called witchcraft.
Today, it's called golf.

Niles Senior Center
Snow Shoveling Program
Many of our NHS Members might like to check into
a program offered by the Niles Senior Center

Special thanks to John Kosina and the Village
Maintenance Staff who come over and help us do
the things that are beyond our Building and Grounds
volunteers, Jim Kozak and Mark Carter.

To RECEIVE assistance with shoveling:

Often the furnace needs checking, or the lighting
and wiring of this old building needs special care.
The maintenance crew has been on hand for many of
our “special projects” and they often do what if
necessary to keep the Niles Historical Center
running smoothly.

If you are a Senior and/or a disabled Niles
resident and in need of assistance, please contact
the Niles Senior Center at (847) 588-8420 to
register. By registering for the program, they will
do our their to match you up with an available
Volunteer within your neighborhood. Call today!
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November - December, 2017

Please Note
There will be NO programs for

January and February as the Historical Center will
undergo some changes that will allow us to serve
you better in the upcoming months.

One of the many,
beautiful holiday
decorations on
loan!

From Nancy Duda

The Historical Society would like to thank new
members and renewed members for your pledges for
the upcoming year. The Society could not function
without your support.
Michael Crisci
Membership Chair
Renewed Members
C. Florsheim
T & G Mroz
P. Nicholl
J. Orozco family
T. Walker
L. Wurzbacher

Do You Collect Football Cards?
Do you know anyone who collects football or
basketball cards?
The Center has a few unopened packs of 1990
football cards and three packs of 1990 or 1995
basketball cards. Please call us at the center if you
are interested in taking them.
Doris Gottschalk

Niles Historical Society
Chairpersons and Staff
Accessions
Bldg. & Grounds

Sign Up for the Village of Niles
E-NEWSLETTER!
Want to learn more about community events, public
services, and business developments in the Village of
Niles? Subscribe to the Niles e-Newsletter! Twice a
month, the Village’s e-mail newsletter brings insider
information to subscribers’ inboxes, highlighting
family fun around town and ways to get involved in
your community. Visit www.vniles.com/enews to
subscribe!

Docents
Membership
Social Events
Historian
Office Assistant
Research Assistant
Volunteers

Admin. Assistant,
Village of Niles

Doris Gottschalk
Jim Kozak,
Mark Carter
Doris Gottschalk
LaVerne Kozak
Michael Crisci
LaVerne Kozak
Tom Ferraro
Anne Ericksen
Mark Thoms
Lynne Berles
Kathy Boegel
Mark Carter
Lucille Kozanecki
Liz Orozco
Steven Yasell
Michael Crisci

Officers and Board of Directors
Thomas Ferraro, President

Julia Guarnaccio, Treasurer

LaVerne Kozak, Secretary
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01-02.2018

MAKE SURE YOU

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

WE INVITE YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER Name:_____________________________________________
OF THE NILES HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(Please PRINT)
Please indicate your type of membership:
____ Business 2
$400.00
____ Business 1
$75.00
____ Benefactor
$1,000.00
____ Individual Life Member  $200.00
____ Patron 
$60.00
____ Institutional 
$40.00
____ Family 
$25.00
____ Contributor 
$25.00
____ Individual 
$15.00
____ Senior Citizen, 62 + 
$10.00
____ Student 
$5.00
 = Denotes Annual Membership
 = Denotes One Time Contribution

Corporation:________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________
City:________________________Zip Code:_______________
Phone:(________)__________________
Email: ____________________________
Date:________/_________/__________
 New  Renewal

Mail Checks to:
Niles Historical Society
c/o Membership
8970 N. Milwaukee Ave
Niles, IL. 60714

Amount:_______  cash  chk #__________ date ___________
Membership dues & contributions are deductible on Federal Income
Taxes to the extent allowable by law (501C—3 status, non-profit org.)

For benefits of each level, please contact the Museum (847) 390-0160, or visit www.vniles.com
We appreciate and thank you for your support to maintain the history of the Village of Niles!

