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Happy Holidays!

Our November Guest Speaker

Our December Guest Speaker

Tom Kastle

Rochelle Pennington

Sunday, November 19
2:00 pm
On Sunday, November 19, Tall Ships will anchor
in the Niles Harbor as our captain, Tom Kastle, will
be on hand to entertain us with songs from the Great
Lakes, stories, and maritime chicanery. We will set
sail with Tom at 2:00 pm as he shares songs and
storytelling!
~ This program is free ~
Due to the popularity of Mr. Kastle
please call ahead if you are coming:
(847) 390-0160
Doors open at 1:00 p.m.
There will be refreshments in the “galley” afterward.
Tom Kastle is a singer, songwriter, sailor and teller of tales
who has performed throughout the US, Canada, Europe, and
New Zealand. He has one foot in the modern singer/songwriter
world and the other planted in the traditional maritime realm
where he is a shanty and ballad singer and a real tall ship captain
who has commanded the tall ships Windy, Windy II, and the Red
Witch, in Chicago. He is a co-director of the Chicago Maritime
Festival, a faculty member of the Old Town School of Folk
Music, and the Narrator (with occasional singing roles) for the
Candid Concert Opera Company. When ashore, he lives in a 19th
century log cottage in Madison, Wisconsin.

Author Rochelle Pennington has written two
books detailing one of the most well-known
shipwrecks of the Great Lakes, Lake Michigan's
The Christmas Tree Ship, which delivered holiday
evergreens to the citizens of Chicago each Christmas
season before it was caught in the "Great Storm of
1912" and subsequently went to the bottom of the
lake fully loaded with trees. The captain’s wife,
Barbara, along with their three daughters, then
carried on for over twenty years afterward in honor
of “Captain Santa” and in the spirit of everything he
believed in. The ship is still loaded with its cargo
today and is a popular Great Lakes dive site.
"It is a story which exemplifies the best of
humanity," said Pennington. "At its heart we find
courage, love, generosity, heroism, and the
importance of family. The moment I first heard the
story of the Christmas Tree Ship, I understood why
it had endeared itself to so many people over the
years and was still being shared a century later."
Cont’d on page 2)
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Our New Vice President

"The ship's final voyage was not to the bottom of the
lake," added Pennington, "but into the pages of
history."
ROCHELLE PENNINGTON Her popularity as a presenter to schools, libraries, historical
societies, corporations, hospitals, retirement facilities, and civic
organizations is evidenced by the many invitations she receives
to return and speak on further topics. Her work has been
included in multiple bestselling series over the past two
decades. Rochelle expertly weaves the perfect balance of
humor, charm, and riveting facts into her captivating
performances which focus on “the best of humanity.” Audience
members depart with inspiration to apply the principles
presented to their own lives.
~ The presentation is free ~
But due to popularity of our speaker, Ms. Pennington,
pleas call ahead if you are coming:

(847) 390-0160
There will be refreshments afterwards

The Niles Historical Society is happy to announce
that our Historian, Thomas Ferraro, a former Niles
resident and Notre Dame High School graduate, has
accepted the position of Vice President on our Board
of Directors for the Historical Center.
Tom is the author of “Niles, The Early Years”
and is currently working on the sequel, “Niles, The
New Era,” (1950 - 2000). Tom’s family owned and
operated the Golf Mill IHOP from 1961 into the
1990’s. His late father was a Niles policeman from
1965 through the 1970’s.

John Leonard, Antique Expert
John Leonard of Leonard Auction, Addison, came
to visit us on Thursday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m.
Instead of just evaluating pieces people brought in,
John gave a fantastic PowerPoint presentation on
antiques, which included these points:









A brief History of the Antique
What makes an antique?
Points to consider when evaluating an antique
The antiques market (what’s hot, what’s not)
Many examples of good antiques & knockoffs
Do not underestimate garage and estate sales
Does replacing parts of an antique lower value?
Many pop questions on items that he’s sold

There were several, unique antiques shown during
the program. One in particular was a “machine” used
by the Japanese soldiers in WWII. Everyone was
mystified as to what it was used for (including John),
and John took pictures and did research on it for the
owner.
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Deck The Halls with Boughs of Holly!
Would you like to display YOUR Christmas
ornamentation here at the Center?
One of the many things the Society wants to do
is “Deck the Halls”: the Auditorium, our halls, and
the many different rooms in this huge place! If you
have no room for all your Christmas, Holiday, and
Hannukah decorations, please come and bring your
extras here! We are preparing for a special Christmas
time here at the Museum and hope that you will come
out and help. We’d love to see “vintage” baubles and
decorations, but if the item you bring in has a story
behind it, we would love to hear it, too.
If you wish to share your holiday decorations, art,
extra Christmas trees, Menorah, music, or hand-made
crafts for our visitors, please contact us at (847) 3900160. The Volunteers will put your items on a
“Temporary Loan” sheet that you will sign, find
a special place in the building to highlight and display
your cherished mementos for the holidays, advertise
them as yours with a small placard, and return them
the first week of January. We hope you will share
your memories with us while we work together and
create a Holiday Place! You can bring your items in
as soon as you receive this newsletter! The Society
would love to make this an annual event!

The Christmas Tree Tradition at the
Cook County Sheriff’s Building
Before the Historical Society had moved into the
building at 8970 N. Milwaukee Avenue, it was
home to the Cook County Sheriff’s Police. While
they were here Leroy “Skid” Prideux had started a
tradition of putting a large, fully lit Christmas Tree in
the cupola of the building every holiday season. It
was a warm beacon of light to travelers who came
this far out to Niles and beyond. The building was an
outpost!
Mr. Prideux, custodian and caretaker of the building
of more than 30 years, lived with his wife on the 3rd
floor of the building.

One of the oldest pictures of the Cook County Highway Police

Illinois has its 200th Bi-Centennial
Birthday in 2018!
2018 is going to be a special time at the Niles
Historical and Cultural Center! Illinois will be
celebrating its 200th birthday and the Society
would like you to be in on it. In addition to
guest speakers and musicians celebrating the
bi-centennial with us, the Society will be having a
get-together soon for input ideas on how we would
like to present 200 years of Illinois to the people of
Niles. So we need YOU!
Your ideas and input would be very much
appreciated! Share with us your thoughts on
programs and exhibits for the future here in the
Center and display cases throughout the Village.
The Society hopes that you will be an important
Contributor and Volunteer for the 2018 year. You
do not have to be a Member to contribute! Keep in
touch with us at (847) 390-0160.
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East Maine Hardware

Pictures of East Maine Hardware

Niles had a hardware store, a wooden building, at
9040 N. Courtland, with an outlet to Milwaukee Ave.
This is the story of East Maine Hardware…

Doris Gottschalk has been exchanging letters
with a member of the Sladek family for awhile. The
story in the previous column and these pictures
below have been a work-in-progress for us to
identify the history of East Maine Hardware.

It all started when Wayne Sladek purchased three
lots on Courtland Ave. at Milwaukee Ave. He built a
house on the middle lot for the family to live for the
next 50 some years. He had a hardware store in
Evanston and another on Milwaukee Ave. at the south
end of Niles (called the car line because it was the end
of the line for the street cars). This one was called
New Castle Hardware.
1946 was the building of East Maine Hardware on
lot number one, which opened in 1947. The address
was 9040 N. Courtland Ave. He consolidated the
inventory of his two other stores and opened for
business. The family was there for almost 20 years
when it was sold to Ace Hardware. This store was
destroyed by fire in 1977 when the whole complex
went up in flames.
Wayne Sladek also operated the Sladek Electric
Service business out of the store. This business got
the bid to “wire” all the houses in Grennan Heights.
He had up to 7 electricians working for him.
The Wayne Sladek family consisted of:
Wayne Sladek, Father (1906-1966), Lorraine (Love)
Sladek, Mother (1912-1998), and 4 children: Wayne,
Eleanor, Barbara. and Genevieve.
All the children worked in the store from the time
they could make change. Eleanor (Ellie) worked her
way through college from earnings in the store. She
became a teacher for District #63 at Viola H. Nelson
School. Viola Nelson was her teacher in the 1st and
2nd grades. Her 7th and 8th grade teacher was Mrs.
Emma Melzer who became superintendent of schools
for this district. Emma Melzer School (in Morton
Grove) was named after her.
The hardware store was another building that changed
addresses. Their postal zone changed from Des
Plaines to Morton Grove to Niles.
By Doris Gottschalk

Photos courtesy of Eleanor (Sladek) Smith, daughter
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Historical Center Wish List
The Society started a “wish list” of things that
it needs for the Center. We now realize that
we needed to be very specific about what we ask for in
donations. The list is now more explanatory.
Archival materials (boxes, folders, foam, photo sleevs
display boxes, small display cases, etc.)
These materials helps us preserve our archived items
Blank CDs and DVDs (package)
Usage: For people requesting pictures of our artifacts,
archival picture storage, and to document programs.
Colored Paper (20# reams, 8.5 x 11)
White Printer Paper (20# reams 8.5x11, 96 bright.)
For the many flyers and posters made up for programs
Double-sided tape rolls (package or box)
Usage: seal items for 3rd flr. storage, short/long-range
Gift Certificates that you can’t use
Usage: to buy miscellaneous items for the Center
Hand Vacuum
Usage: to clean small areas (tables, sills, display cases)
Memory Sticks, flash drives (64, 128 or 512G) USB
Usage: to transport pictures of items/data for work
outside of the Center.
Mini iPads (3 new, gently used, or somewhat new)
Usage: For self-guided walking tours next year. Big need!
New AA, AAA and 9V Batteries (blister pack)
Usage: run portable components in and outside bldg.
Moveable Wall Dividers for Auditorium
Usage: to better allocate space. Sponsors needed.
Pave back Parking Lot
Usage: to redo back parking lot to hold outdoor
events in that space. Sponsors really needed!
Restoration of Victrola and Cabinet in Auditorium
Victrola on 2nd floor needs sponsor(s) for repair. It
used to run. We used it for demonstrations.
SD card (64+ GB for camera)
Usage: Picture storage in camera for outdoor events
that the Center covers.
Wall hanging “hardware”
To display Museum artwork for gallery expositions
on walls and moveable wallboards.
Website Hosting for “X” number of years
To further a future website presence on the Internet.

What started as a “one class” at the Center during our
August Art & Culture Classes continues!

Last August the Historical Center added an
informal American Sign Language Class (AMSLAN)
to our cultural events, hoping to raise awareness
about communication with the hearing impaired
people in our community. Michael Crisci, our
Administrative Assistant, went for education in this
area for the former Golf Mill Bank, so they would
have someone on staff who could communicate to the
bank’s depositors some of whom were mentally
challenged as well as hearing impaired.
It was valuable to the people who attended and it
continues to meet regularly on Wednesday evenings,
7:15 to 9:00 p.m. The class will go until the middle
of December and then resume in January. If you are
interested in learning sign, you will find it fascinating
and informative! We study the “alphabet,” fingerspelling, signs, and communicating to each other in
sign. Beginners welcome. Please contact us at the
Center (847) 390-0160 for more information.

6

The Steil Family Legacy
Many people may know that the Ebinger
Family was one of the first settlers here in the area,
but not a lot of people know about the Steil Family.
The Steil family’s heritage reaches back to the
early 1860s when Ray’s Grandfather, Deiderick,
came from Hamburg, Germany, to the United States.
The grandfather purchased 80 acres of land near
Washington and Church street, which as that time
was considered a part of rural Des Plaines. As most
Germans who settled here, the Steil family was
Lutheran. Around the middle of 1890s, Ray’s father,
John F. Steil, purchased 40 more acres between
Elmore and Merrill Street, bringing the family plot
of land to 120 acres. All the acreage was divided
equally between Deiderick and Henry Steil.

Ray Steil ended his farming career in 1961. He
had watched Niles grow up and blossom around his
farm. He stayed in the same house that his family
built, adding a room to the front of the house, which
was then a porch. The Steil family legacy stands as a
testament to the German fortitude and work ethic.
Ray was a frequent visitor here to the Historical
Center. Ray often sat with Walter Beusse, past
President, and told many stories of his childhood,
the farm, and how Niles grew up around him. He
was uncomfortable with taping his conversations.
He was much better at just sitting around and
reminiscing. It was fun when he came over to visit!
Ray passed away early Saturday, August 13th,
2011. He was 97.

Farming was their way of life, with the children
pitching in at an early age. John Steil, Ray’s father,
grew pickles, potatoes, beans, oats, tomatoes, onions,
sugar beets, and carrots. Their lot of carrots was
purchased by the Campbell Soup Company and
became the basis of Campbell’s V8 juice during the
war. In a good year, produce would “fill a railroad
car,” mentioned Ray. Very early in the morning Ray
and his father would load a truck full of produce to
take down to the wholesale market in Chicago, often
coming back late in the evening.
German Prisoners of War From 1942 to 1943, German Prisoners of war
comprised a portion of the Steil field laborers (the
Steils also had farmers that came up from Texas to
help in the fields, as well as local help). The POWs
were from Camp Pine in Des Plaines, and “loaned
out” to local farmers. They were happy to work for
the Steils. They were hard workers who spoke the
German Language. They felt right at home with the
Steils, who communicated with them in German.
The POWs were often treated to homemade German
food by their employer’s wives. All in all, these
Prisoners of War in the United States were well
off as compared to other POWs in Europe: good
housing, well fed, a job which they were paid for by
the U.S. Government in accordance with the rules of
War concerning POWs. For many people at that
time, the POWs in the States were the only contact
they had with the War, since it was overseas. There
were camps all over the country that housed them.

Geocaching at the Center
Keith Emriksen and his friends will be starting
our own Geocache here at the Center! A geocache is
any waterproof container that you “hunt down” via
GPS (global positioning system) or smartphone. Ours
here outside the Center will be “active” very soon!
What’s inside? Why do I want to find them?
Geocaches have “free goodies” and geocoins: Coins
which you would transfer to the next geocache, or
send it wherever your next trip takes you. Since
geocaches are all over the world and on the MOON,
you will have the opportunity to see where it goes!
By the way, Geocaching can earn a Scout Merit
Badge which can be attained with our help!
“I use multi-million dollar satellites
to locate Tupperware!”
… famous wry geocache adage!
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Upcoming Events
 Ill. Mycological Society meets: 11/6 & 12/4, 7:30p
 Tom Kastle, Maritime Music and stories,
Sunday, November 19, 2:00 p.m., Free
Please call ahead to let us know you are coming!

 Rochelle Pennington “The Christmas Tree Ship”
Sunday, December 17, 2:00 pm, Free,
Please call ahead to let us know you are coming!

 Chanukkah, begins December 13 – 20
 First Day of Winter, December 21
 Christmas, December 25

September—October 2017
The Historical Society would like to thank new
members and renewed members for your pledges for
the upcoming year. The Society could not function
without your support.
Michael Crisci
Membership Chair
Renewed Members
S. Chareas
J. Eiler
F. Kaplan
J. Koch
C. & C. Lindquist
M. Long
S. McAndrew
Dr. J.D. McMahon B. Mendelsohn
P. Nicholls
C. Pankiewicz
J.D. Sweet

 Kwanzaa, begins December 26 -January 1

In Memoriam

The Blizzard of 1967
The Chicago blizzard of 1967 struck northeast
Illinois and northwest Indiana on January 26–27,
1967, with a record-setting 23 inches snow fall in
Chicago and its suburbs before the storm abated the
next morning. It was the single greatest snowfall in
one storm in Chicago history.
The blizzard surprised everyone. A majority of
people were at work and children were in school.
Trying to get home took quite a long time! Chicago
and surrounding area had shut down for a few days as
people tried to dig out their homes, clean their roofs,
and try to find ways to get food. For example, people
were harnessing their dogs to kid’s sleds to go to the
nearest “mom & pop” store, often taking orders from
seniors who were homebound and others with small
children. "The storm was a full-blown blizzard, with
50 mph-plus northeast wind gusts creating drifts as
high as 15 feet.”

Arlene Twardowski, Volunteer and Board Member
Suzanne Osterberger, member & wife of member
Bernard, and sister of Julia Guarnaccio, president.

Niles Historical Society
Chairpersons and Staff
Accessions
Bldg. & Grounds
Docents
Membership
Social Events
Historian
Office Assistant
Research Assistant
Volunteers

Admin. Assistant,
Village of Niles

Doris Gottschalk
Jim Kozak,
Mark Carter
Doris Gottschalk
LaVerne Kozak
Michael Crisci
LaVerne Kozak
Tom Ferraro
Anne Ericksen
Mark Thoms
Lynne Berles
Kathy Boegel
Mark Carter
Lucille Kozanecki
Liz Orozco
Michael Crisci

Officers and Board of Directors
Julia Guarnaccio, President
LaVerne Kozak, Secretary

Tom Ferraro, Vice President

Tony Guarnaccio, Treasurer
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11-12.2017

Save the Dates!
 Ill. Mycological Society meets: 11/6 & 12/4, 7:30p
 Tom Kastle, Maritime Music and stories,
Sunday, November 19, 2:00 p.m.
Free, but Please call ahead to secure a space!

 Rochelle Pennington “The Christmas Tree Ship”
Sunday, December 17, 2:00 pm
Free, but Please call ahead to secure a space!

MAKE SURE YOU

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

WE INVITE YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER Name:_____________________________________________
OF THE NILES HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(Please PRINT)
Please indicate your type of membership:
____ Business 2
$400.00
____ Business 1
$75.00
____ Benefactor
$1,000.00
____ Individual Life Member  $200.00
____ Patron 
$60.00
____ Institutional 
$40.00
____ Family 
$25.00
____ Contributor 
$25.00
____ Individual 
$15.00
____ Senior Citizen, 62 + 
$10.00
____ Student 
$5.00
 = Denotes Annual Membership
 = Denotes One Time Contribution

Corporation:________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________
City:________________________Zip Code:_______________
Phone:(________)__________________
Email: ____________________________
Date:________/_________/__________
 New  Renewal

Mail Checks to:
Niles Historical Society
c/o Membership
8970 N. Milwaukee Ave
Niles, IL. 60714

Amount:_______  cash  chk #__________ date ___________
Membership dues & contributions are deductible on Federal Income
Taxes to the extent allowable by law (501C—3 status, non-profit org.)

For benefits of each level, please contact the Museum (847) 390-0160, or visit www.vniles.com
We appreciate and thank you for your support to maintain the history of the Village of Niles!

