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Dear Friends,
The past year has
proven to be the most
successful in the eight year
history of this program.
As I have continued to redefine and expand the
mission of the Niles Teen
Center, we have seen a
tremendous growth in
attendance and in the variety of programs and involvement with the Niles
community. It is becoming clear that the NTC is
more than just an afterschool program. It could
be considered “after
school plus” because of
the varied activities we
provide on Friday nights,
weekends and holidays
including expanded educational options, and community service and recrea-
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tional opportunities.
With over a year
of experience in this position, the Teen Center
staff and I have established
daily routines and monthly
and annual schedules. We
have established policies
and procedures for dealing with membership and
attendance, instances of
misbehavior, and financial
resources, making them
more standardized and
efficient.
Teen
Center
membership and daily attendance dramatically increased at the end of May
2008 due to the youth
coordinator’s continued
efforts to make visits to
many of the schools, the
inclusion of graduating
fifth grade students, coop-

erative
advertising
w i t h
G o l f
M i l l
Mall,
and the membership
deadline to participate in
the “Night in the Mall”
Lock-in event.
The Niles Teen
Center truly is a community effort. In the year to
come, I look forward to
the continued support of
community members and
organizations as we work
to provide a high quality
program for the young
people of Niles and the
surrounding areas.
Sincerely,
Mark Williams

Purpose and Goals
The purpose of
the Niles Teen Center is
to provide a welcoming,
structured and safe environment for local area
teen-agers to play games,
socialize and receive
homework assistance.
The Teen Center also
provides opportunities
for additional experiences
including community service, special activities and
trips, and educational

programs.
In 2009, the Niles
Teen Center hopes to:
refine current Teen Center programming; expand
the current facility and
equipment options to
teens while continuing to
be fiscally conscientious;
acquire and implement a
membership identification
card system with card
scanner and printer to
increase the accuracy of

data collection and analysis; conduct a School Administrator Brunch; increase the number of
computers for teen use;
and provide a specifically
designated study area.
These goals are in addition to the programs and
activities which have already been implemented
and will be discussed
throughout this report.
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Golf Mill Location/ Facility

New Interior Windows

The location of
the Niles Teen Center at
Golf Mill Shopping Center has come with countless benefits. The Golf
Mill management office
has been very supportive
of the Niles Teen Center
especially with their marketing assistance.
The
teen participants will frequent the various teen
stores, movie theater and
food court businesses.
Our location at the mall
offers easy access to pub-

lic transportation through
the PACE bus and the
Niles Free Bus services.
The Teen Center staff
has cooperated on programs with mall retailers
including Paint N Party,
the Elephant Bar and
Kerasotes Showplace 12
Theatre. The mall marketing manager has assisted with advertising the
Teen Center through the
use of “T-Stands” and
shared various store coupons and discounts to be

used as prizes for gaming
tournaments. With the
help of the mall maintenance staff, we installed
an exterior display case
to better advertise programs to the mall patrons. In October, a contractor installed two 3
foot by 6 foot wide tempered glass windows in
two interior walls to increase supervision sight
lines, allowing staff to
better monitor teen activities.

“Your site is
amazing and I
really admire
your dedication
to the teens of
Niles.”

Major Events– Summary
Valentine’s
Dance 2008- On Saturday, February 16, the
Teen Center hosted a
dance at the Fitness Center. It was attended by

McDonalds.
We also
received generous donations from Golf Mill Mall,
Target, Panda Express,
Taco Bell, Body Central,
Deb Shop, Claire’s, Rave,

Stephanie Hogan
Asst. Program
Director of
Breaking Free in
Aurora

Night in the Mall
Group Photo

76 teens from 12 different schools.
“Night In the
Mall” Lock InOn Sunday, June
15, Golf Mill Mall
and the Niles Teen
Center hosted our
1st Annual overnight lock-in event.
It was a huge success. We had 63
teens attend for an
evening of activities that

included a DJ and dancing, appetizers from Elephant Bar, a midnight
movie at Kerasotes
Showplace 12 Theatre,
pizza, beverages donated
by Coca-Cola, organized
tournaments and relay
games, prize wheel, a
“free expression” art wall
with spray paint, a free
event T-Shirt and a
breakfast buffet from
Shop N Save and

Finish Line, and Auntie
Anne’s.
Prior to the
event, there was a logo
design contest for middle
school and high school
students in which the
winner received a $100
mall gift card and their
design on the event Tshirt. This single event
and its advertising
brought approximately 80
new members to the
Teen Center. All of the
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Continued- Major Events– Summary
teens are looking forward
to the next year’s event.
Job
Shadow
Day- The 4th Annual Job
Shadow Day with the
Niles Chamber of Commerce had five teens participate with the Niles
Public Library, the Niles
Police Department, the
Village of Niles attorney,
Express Personnel Services, and St. Matthew
Center for Health. Prior
to this experience, teens
used materials from Junior Achievement to prepare themselves and understand what a real life
work environment is like.
After their three hour
shadow experience, teens
came back to the Teen
Center for pizza, evaluations, debriefing and

thank you notes.
4th of July Parade and Festival- On
Friday, July 4, the Niles
Teen Center participated
in the Niles 4th of July
Parade. We had a record
of 33 teens and three
parents walk in the parade along with our big
red truck blaring the
sounds of their favorite
songs. The teens handed
out candy and flyers. At
the park district’s post

parade event, the Teen
Center staff sold Dippin’
Dots Ice Cream.
Charity
Car
Wash- In July, over the
course of two separate
Saturdays (due to rain)
the Teen Center raised
$340 during our annual

ness Center
Haunted
Garage- During the weekend of Friday, October
24, the Teen Center
hosted our 7th Annual
Haunted Garage at Tam
Golf Course. This
haunted house was designed, created and performed entirely by members of the Teen Center.
Forty-one teens from 11
different schools partici-

Teens dancing at
Night in the Mall

“I cannot tell you
how wonderful it
is that our
community came
together and that
you did all of this

Charity Car Wash.
Twenty-five teens participated in the event. We
received “free gym/
swim” passes from the
Fitness Center and appetizer coupons from Elephant Bar, who also provided a hot dog lunch to
the hard working teens.
We presented a check
for $170 to Habitat for
Hum anity o f Lake

County.

Back to School
Dance- On Saturday,
September 13, despite
the excessive amount of
rain, over 110 teens from
14 different schools attended our Back to
School Dance at the Fit-

for our children.
This was such a
pated in the event over
the six days of construction and performing. Approximately 275 people
from the community
cam e through the
Haunted Garage, raising
over $1000.
We received substantial support
from the Schwed family,
Fibre-Craft, the Senior
family and many other
adults that assisted with
supervision, construction
and clean-up. This is our
largest event of the year
and it was a tremendous
success.
Valentine’s
Day Dance 2009- On
Saturday, February 14,
the Teen Center hosted
our annual Valentine’s
Day Dance. We had
121 teens attend from
twenty different schools.

positive and
enriching
experience for all
the children.
The kids can
hardly wait for
the ‘next one’.
You make all the
difference”
Mrs. Brandel
NTC parent

4th of July Parade
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Community Activities/ Interagency Programs

Relay Races during
the Night in the Mall

“The teens had
a fantastic night
and it was great
to see everyone
had fun

The Niles Teen
Center consistently
works with local agencies and government
departments to collaborate on events and programs.
Golf Mill MallOver the past year, we
have collaborated on numerous projects with
Golf Mill Shopping Center. In June, we held our
most successful event to
date, the “Night in the
Mall” Lock-in.
Sixtythree teens attended the
overnight stay with dancing, a midnight movie,

together in an
evolving
community
favorite like
Golf Mill
Shopping
Center.”
Regina Verdico
Golf Mill
Marketing
Manager

“Teen Idol at the Mill”
Teen Center parents
helping with registration

games, food and prizes.
In August, 15 ambassadors from the Teen Center assisted with registration and goody bags for
participants in the mall’s
back-to-school event,
“Teen Idol at the Mill.”
Teens also helped to stuff
goody bags for “Black
Friday” in November. In
November, a number of
teens participated in the
Guinness World Record
“Speed Stacking Event.”
We have a monthly dinner and a movie event
with the Elephant Bar
Restaurant and Kerasotes

Center for Health. This
was a very rewarding experience and the teens
look forward to taking
part in next year’s program.
Showplace 12 movie
theater in which ten to
twenty teens regularly
attend. We have also
conducted workshops
with the Paint N Party
store to paint pre-made
ceramics and make necklaces and bracelets.
Niles Chamber
of Commerce and Industry- The Teen Center worked with the
Niles Chamber of Commerce on the “Dollars
for Scholars” scholarship
program and the 4th Annual Job Shadow Day.
The youth coordinator is
a member of the Dollars
for Scholars scholarship
committee. He participated in meetings, distributed information through
the Teen Center and Village websites, encouraged
teens to submit applications, graded scholarship
applications and sold raffle tickets. The 4th Annual Job Shadow Day had
five teens participate with
the Niles Public Library,
the Niles Police Department, the Village of Niles
general government staff,
Express Personnel Services, and St. Matthew

Niles Park District- The Niles Teen
Center cooperated with
the Niles Park District
for the 7th Annual
Haunted Garage.
This
2008 event was extremely successful, with
the participation of 41
teens from eleven different schools and 275 people in attendance. We
received donations from
the parents and the community and made a profit
of $330. The park district donated a new air
hockey table to the Teen
Center. We also participated in the 4th of July
Post-Parade Celebration,
where the Teen Center
staff sold Dippin’ Dots Ice
Cream at the post parade
festival.
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Continued- Community Activities/ Interagency Programs
Niles
Public
Library- Teen programs
from the library are included in the Teen Center quarterly newsletter.
The most significant work
with the library has been
our cooperation on the
application for the ICMA
Public Library Innovation
grant. The grant award
would have brought an
extension campus of the
public library into the
Teen Center facility along
with library books and
media, new furniture,
computers, photo ID
membership cards, and a
video conferencing system. Although we did
not ultimately receive the
grant, the plan we put
together has given us a
vision for what the Niles
Teen Center could become and a strategic plan
of action to make it happen. In March 2009, two
young adult librarians

held a program to promote “Teen Tech Week”
with an Internet scavenger hunt, a text messaging
contest and a craft project.
Score! Educational Center- In October, the Niles Teen Cen-

ter entered into a partnership agreement with
Score! in Park Ridge. As
part of this partnership,
the Teen Center helps to
promote Score’s tutoring
programs while they provide at least three educational workshops per
year. They have conducted education programs such as a study
skills workshop, jeopardy
and trivia games and a
mall-wide scavenger hunt.
In addition, they make a
great resource available
by providing a tutor at
the Teen Center one day
a week for two hours.

Niles School of
Cosmetology- The
Teen Center has formed
a great partnership with
the Niles School of Cosmetology. Students and
teachers visit once a
quarter to provide educational experiences including make-up, hair-styling
and nail art workshops,
with about five to ten

teen girls participating.
C h i c a g o
Wolves- In April 2008,
the Teen Center staff
received a donation of 50
tickets to pass out to the
teens to attend a Chicago
Wolves hockey game.
Staff was also able to receive 50 tickets each for

Make-up Workshop

“I actually do my
homework now
and my math
grades are getting
better.”
Tatianna (14)

two separate games in
March 2009. These tickets were shared, at no
cost, to Teen Center
members and their families.
Niles
Senior
Center- We are working with the Niles Senior
Center on the Teen Job
Connection program to
pair willing teens with
senior citizens in need of
snow shoveling, leafraking, and yard work
services. In May, we had
an Intergenerational Pool
Tournament in which
three teens played billiards with five seniors.
Niles MIS Department- The Niles
MIS Department has been
of great assistance to the
Teen Center. Village staff
has set up wireless Internet connection for laptop
use, helped with an Internet connection for Xbox

“The Teen Center
allows us to have a
place to keep busy,
especially when
there is nothing to
occupy idle time.”
Ryan A. (17)
“I most like the
trips and staff.”
Elanta S. (15)

Pool Tournament with
the Senior Center
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Continued- Community Activities/ Interagency Programs

Teens playing foosball
with the staff

“The Teen
Center is a place
to do homework,
make friends and
someone to talk
to.”
Jasmine B. (14)

live gaming, acquired a
digital camera for the
Teen Center, and facilitated the installation of
Comcast cable television
and Internet access. The
MIS Department continues to update the Internet filtering software,
solving technical problems as they occur, and
looks to the future technology possibilities of the
Teen Center.
Niles
Family
Services- The Niles
Teen Center continues
to work with Niles Family
Services to provide training for Teen Center staff
and counseling services

talk to. Niles Family Services also offers the Teen
Center staff a direct contact for crisis intervention.
Niles
Police
Department- The Niles
Police Department has
worked with the Teen
Center to resume the
national bike registration
program. Teen Center
staff attended the annual
National Night Out and
provided the public with
use of the DDR and
Guitar Hero equipment.
They have also provided
information on theft prevention and the “crime
stoppers” tip line.

“The goal of the
Teen Center since its
inception has partly

“The Teen

been to help keep

Center gave me a

teens out of trouble.

place to hang out
with friends and
play games.”
Tony S. (14)

Teens in 4th of
July Parade

and referrals for Teen
Center members. We
have had the great fortune this year to have the
assistance of two graduate school interns who
are on site once a week
for two hours each.
These interns are specifically trained in social
work or counseling and
are able to form relationships with teens in a relaxed environment and
can give one-on-one attention to those teens
who need someone to

We want to give
them a safe,
supervised
environment, but yet
still be ‘Cool’.
Mark Williams
Niles
Family
Fitness Center- The
Niles Fitness Center has
been supportive by providing access to their facility for our Back to
School and Valentine’s

Day dances.
During
spring break, 13 teens
took a trip to the Fitness
Center for a day of swimming, dodge ball and basketball.

Niles Fire Department- The Teen
Center collected 16 toys
in the annual Toys for
Tots donation drive with
the Niles Fire Department and the U.S. Marine
Corps Reserves.
Local Park Districts- We have been
cooperating with local
park districts including
Skokie, Park Ridge, Evanston and Morton Grove to
provide transportation
and planning for fun and
active trips for teens.
The Niles Teen Center
participated in trips to go
skiing at Wilmot Mountain, a trip to play paintball at Challenge Park in
Joliet, a day of skiing at
Alpine Valley Resort, an
overnight trip skiing and
snowboarding with IPRA
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Continued- Community Activities/ Interagency Programs
in Galena, and a trip to
Top Golf in Algonquin.
North
Network Coalition- The
youth coordinator is a
member of the NNC in
New Trier Township
which provides networking opportunities and
support and education
for individuals concerned
about youth.
Monthly
meetings are held with
presentations on various
social work topics including sexual harassment,
family violence, and eating
disorders.
In January,
Bob Tornabene from the
Niles Police Department
made a presentation on
“Teen Communication in
the Age of Technology.”
The NNC also allows
members to make connections with other
youth service and advocacy agencies.
Niles Township
Youth Coalition- The
Niles Youth Coordinator

attends monthly meetings
of the NTYC with community stake holders to
discuss current issues,
problems, solutions and
programs around Niles
Township. Some members include Peer Jury
with the Skokie Police
Department, District 219
Deans and Counselors,
the ELL Parent Center,
the Skokie Public Library,
Metropolitan Family Services, and representatives
from the Village of
Skokie, Turning Point,
and Jewish Child and
Family Services. These
meetings allow participants to communicate
what is going on around
Niles Township regarding
young adults.

Illinois
Parks
and Recreation Association- The youth coordinator participates in bimonthly meetings of the
IPRA teen committee.
Discussion topics include
the overnight ski trip,
overnight canoe and

“You do a
wonderful job
at providing an
environment
camping trip, and the battle of the bands competition. In the future, there
will be more of an educational focus to include
discussions on teen centers, trips, gangs, and
video games. In January
2009, the Niles Youth
Coordinator and the teen
coordinator from the
Park District of Oak Park
conducted a session on
“Managing Teen Behavior” at IPRA state conference.

In September, they
elected an executive
board with a president,
vice-president, treasurer
and secretary. We have

where kids can
get together
with their
friends and also
have the
opportunity to
make new
friendships. We
commend you
on the fine
work you do
and look

Niles Youth Council
The Niles Youth Council
is a group of teens who
provide support and advice on Teen Center programming, develop leadership skills, and work to
serve the Niles community. We have meetings
on the first and third
Thursdays of each month.

Teen painting ceramics at
Paint N Party

about 45 members; 15
members regularly attend
our meetings. In the future, we will be looking
to incorporate more of
an educational aspect to
these meetings in the
form of speakers and
presentations from the
community.

forward to the
upcoming
activities at the
Teen Center.”
Mrs. Senior
Teen Center
parent
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Public Relations/ Publicity

Holiday Crafts with
Mrs. Brandel

“I really want
to help the
Teen Center
and get people
involved. I also
want to post
more pictures
on the website
of all the fun
activities we
do.”
Ryan L. (12)
Youth Council
Secretary

Teen actors in the
Haunted Garage’s
“Science Room”

In order to attract and inform young
adults, their parents, and
the community of the
programming available at
the Niles Teen Center,
many forms of communication need to be utilized.
This includes a quarterly
newsletter; monthly calendars of events; letters
to Teen Center members; an email distribution
list; newsletter and flyer
distribution through the
local schools, community
organizations and mall
poster stands; the Teen
Center website; lunch
time visits to schools;
staff collaboration on
community events; and
newspaper articles and
press releases to the local
media.
Newsletter- We
commonly print 3500
copies of the newsletters
in the fall, winter and
spring and 4500 in the
summer. About 2000 are
sent to the local schools
to pass out to their students. We have continued to see success with
the “take one here”
pockets on the mall
poster stands and special
event goody bags with a
distribution of about 600
each quarter. We send
300 copies out through
our member mailings.
The Teen Center keeps
about 250 copies to hand
out in-house. The rest

are given to various community organizations and
businesses.
Letters/
E-mail
Messages to Members- The Teen Center
staff sends letters to
members each quarter to
keep them informed of
available programs and
events. This type of communication is especially
helpful for those members that live outside of
Niles or do not regularly
attend the Teen Center.
Recently, we started using an email distribution
list. If an email address is
provided with the membership form, the staff
can send more frequent
reminders and requests
at a much lower cost.
News Media- The
staff works to keep the
local media up to date on
major Teen Center
events and accomplishments through press releases. Those news articles of specific note include the Valentine’s Day
Dance, our increase in
summer programs and
attendance, success with
the first annual lock-in
event, our participation in
the National Night Out
and a bicycle registration
program with the Niles
Police Department, a donation to Habitat for Humanity from our charity
car wash, the election of
new Youth Council offi-

cers, and our seventh
annual Haunted Garage.

Website- The webpage for the Niles Teen
Center is hosted through
the Village of Niles website. Our website is our
primary form of contact
with the general public
and has increased our
visibility to a state and
national audience. The
information available has
grown dramatically to
include a substantial number of pictures, our quarterly newsletter and calendars, newspaper articles, a list of donors, and
a video tour and interviews.
Notable PublicityThere are six specific instances in which the Niles
Teen Center has been
noticed by unexpected
agencies or individuals.
1) In February, a
graduate student at
DePaul University took
special notice of the Teen
Center programming and
the involvement of the
Village of Niles for her
thesis titled “Civic Engagement Opportunities
for Youth: How are municipalities preparing to-
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Continued-Public Relations/ Publicity
day’s youth to be tomorrow’s civic leaders?” She
surveyed 75 suburban
Chicago communities.
Fifteen of those, including
the Village of Niles, responded in the affirmative
for having some sort of
civic engagement program for teens of the
community. She stated
that “there is a relationship between civic engagement, youth involvement and local government’s ability to be effective by being responsive
to community needs and
trusted by the public.”
The Village of Niles,
through the Teen Center,
Youth Council and community projects is working to prepare young
adults for various forms
of public service.
2) In November, we
had a visit from Rachell
Entler, a Youth Commissioner for the Village of

“The Oak Park staff
was very impressed
with your facility. I
was also impressed by
your website and
plan on using it as an
example of what we
should consider.”
Rachell Entler
Village of Forest Park

Forest Park. She was
interested in bringing a
teen center to their town
and wanted to use the
Niles Teen Center as an
example. She was impressed by the facility,
teen programs and the
information available our
website.

“The young people
you work with are
fortunate to have the
drop-in center as a
resource.”
Michael Moran
Executive Director
Breaking Free
3)We received an
email inquiry from Jason
Melvin, a student at Central Michigan University.
He stated that the university and students were
starting a non-profit community teen center. He
had a variety of questions
for the youth coordinator
and wanted to use the
Niles Teen Center as an
example for their program.
4) We had a visit in
late November from the
executive director and
board members from
“Breaking Free” in
Aurora. Breaking Free is
an organization that provides education, prevention and counseling ser-

vices focusing on substance abuse, child abuse
and mental health. They
were awarded a grant to
establish a teen center in
Aurora and were looking
at the Niles Teen Center
as a model for their program.
5) Over the past
year, the Niles Teen Center has become part of
the regular “beat” for
graduate students in journalism from Northwestern University.
They
have used the staff of the
Teen Center as a source
for the “pulse of the
community” and have
conducted interviews and
written articles about the
Haunted Garage and general Teen Center programming for their class
requirements.
6) In January 2009,
we had a visit from Mr.
Wagner, the supervisor
of the Barrington office
from Family Services of
South Lake County.
They were looking to
open a teen center in the
Barrington area and were
looking to use the Niles
Teen Center as an example for their program.
All of these instances are a great complement to the Village of
Niles, the Teen Center,
and our collaborating
agencies for providing
engaging and innovative
programming for young
adults.

Youth Coordinator
skiing with teens at
Alpine Valley Resort

“It is a comfort
to know that
there is a place
conveniently
located where
children can go
to get help with
their homework,
play sports and
interact with kids
their own age in
a supervised
environment.
The staff make
the children and
parents feel
welcome and
comfortable.”
Mrs. Schwed
NTC Parent

Teens making
Gingerbread houses in
December
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“Your teens and
staff are great
people. It was
a fun
afternoon.”
Mary Miller
Young Adult
Librarian
Niles Public
Library
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Niles Youth Task Force
The Niles Youth
Task Force meets on the
second Friday of each
odd month at rotating
locations around the city.
The task force helps to
give structure, purpose
and direction to the Teen
Center and allows
greater opportunities for
collaboration between
agencies. This past year
the task force: assisted
with the planning of the
first annual lock-in, the
ICMA grant application,

and the implementation
of the “My School’s
Cool” reward program;
suggested ideas for additional funding and equipment; brainstormed ideas
to increase membership
and quality programs; and
has opened the lines of
communication between
the various cooperating
schools, business and Village departments.
The task force is
composed of representatives from the Village of

Niles administration, Village of Niles board of
trustees, Niles Senior
Center, Niles Family Services, Niles Fitness Center, Niles Police Department, School District 63
elementary and junior
high schools, Emerson
Middle School, Culver
School, St. John Brebeuf
School, Niles Chamber of
Commerce, Niles Public
Library, Golf Mill Mall,
Niles Park District, Niles
Teen Center and Leaning
Tower YMCA.

“We are focusing on offering the best possible programs for teens in
Niles and the surrounding communities.” Mark Williams

School Relations
Teen with Niles Policeman
for Job Shadow Day

“Your
dedication to
our students is
greatly
appreciated by
the Emerson
Community”
Emerson Middle
School Quality
Improvement
Team

The relationship between
the Niles Teen Center
and the local schools has
continued to improve
compared to past years.
The youth coordinator
wants to have an open
exchange with the
schools, not just a onesided relationship.
To
this end, the Teen Center, its staff and equipment are available to support various school and
community wide events.
In May, the youth coordinator participated in Emerson Middle School’s ten
year anniversary ice
cream social by making
the new DDR equipment

available to all attendees.
Also in May, the Teen
Center staff assisted

Culver School with their
“Field Day” event by coordinating Guitar Hero
and DDR tournaments
for the upper grade students. In March 2009,
Teen Center staff participated in Notre Dame
High School’s “Mardi
Gras” fundraising event

for their service learning
program by hosting a
booth with the DDR
equipment.
Also in
March, the youth coordinator represented the
Teen Center in a round
table discussion with
other stakeholders from
Emerson Middle School
to help them ultimately
receive a “Horizon
School” award from the
Illinois State Board of
Education.
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Power Play Grant
In May 2006, the
Niles Teen Center received a grant of $3,700
from the Illinois Association of Park Districts to
implement a program
that focuses on health,
nutrition and fitness for
children ages ten to seventeen. The purpose of
the grant was to fund a
program to “fight childhood obesity.” Due to
our relocation, some of
the plans in the original
proposal were no longer
feasible.

We have decided
to use those funds to
support other purchases
which are “in the spirit”
of the original grant
award. In May 2008, we
received two high quality
“Dance Dance Revolution” dance pads. The
DDR equipment has been
used in structured video
game tournaments and
during unstructured
video game play. The
equipment has also been
made available to community stake holders to

use during special events.
Additional funds from the
grant have been used to
purchase sports items
including softball and flag
fo ot ball equipm ent .
There is just over $1,600
left of the original $2,900
that was transferred to
the Village of Niles in July
2007. The Teen Center
staff is working to stretch
the life of this funding
source by only using it for
its originally intended
purpose.

New Dance Dance
Revolution game pads

“He’s got so
much going on
over there. In
the future, we
might have to
take a look at
getting them a
bigger space.”

Other Grant Applications/ Awards
As the Niles
Teen Center has increased in popularity and
available programs, it became clear that the youth
coordinator needed to
find and apply for state
and national recognition
and additional sources of
funding.
In January 2008,
we applied to America’s
Promise Alliance’s “100
Best Communities for
Young People” competition. Although we did
not win, the application
made the Village of Niles
open to future awards
and conferences. In February, with the cooperation of the local branch,
we applied for the
“Voices for Illinois Chil-

dren Champion” award
through National City
Bank. In September, we
applied to be the receiving charity of the Niles
Township High School
District 219 “2009 Dance
Marathon.” The recipient
has not been named at
this point.
With an incredible amount of support
from the Niles Public Library, in January 2009, we
submitted a revolutionary
application for the ICMA
(Illinois City Managers
Association) Public Library Innovation grant.
We proposed expanding
the Niles Teen Center to
include an extension campus of the Niles Public
Library with features in-

cluding a 15 seat computer lab, a collection of
library books and media,
and video conferencing
equipment.
The grant
committee received 515
applications for nine
awards.
Unfortunately,
we did not receive this
grant. However, the plan
was created and developed clearly to give us a
vision of what the Niles
Teen Center can become
in the future.
In February 2009,
the youth coordinator
applied for funds to assist
with the expansion effort
from the Dreyer’s (ice
cream) Foundation and
for a Walmart community grant. These awards
are still pending.

Steve Vinezeano
Niles Assistant
Village Manager

“The Teen
Center has kept
me off the
streets and
from doing bad
things.”
Elanta S. (15)

Trick or Treating
in the mall
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Drop-In Program

NILES TEEN CENTER
373 GOLF MILL CTR.
NILES, IL 60714
(847) 375-8949
FAX: (847) 375-8962
www.NilesTeenCenter.org

A major aspect of
the Niles Teen Center is
our after school program.
We are open for drop-in
activities from 3:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m., Tuesday through
Friday. During this time,
teens can receive homework assistance, play video
and table games, watch
television and socialize with
their friends. Over the last

year, we have seen a dramatic increase in teens using staff for homework
help. The staff has established a weekly schedule of
events including YouTube
Tuesdays, Tournament
Wednesdays and Sport
Thursdays.
During our
YouTube activity, teens will
make requests and watch
videos on the big screen

television. In order to incorporate fitness activities,
the Teen Center staff takes
teens to the park to play
organized or unorganized
games including basketball,
softball, and flag football.
We also hold a monthly inhouse movie night with an
average of 12 teens participating.

Participation and Membership

Teens during Movie Night

Check us out at
NilesTeenCenter.org

Haunted Garage
Group Photo

During the 2008
calendar year, the Niles
Teen Center had a total of
4137 individual visits and a
daily average of 18. We
offered extended hours
during winter, spring and
summer break and extended hours for Monday
holidays. We had a high of
49 individual visits in one
day.
Members come
from 29 different schools
which includes: Culver, Emerson, Gemini, Mark Twain,
Nelson, Melzer, Apollo,
Stevenson, St. John Brebuef, Northridge Prep,
Notre Dame, Parkview
(Morton Grove), St. Andrew’s (Park Ridge), Dever
Elementary (Chicago),
Chippawa (Des Plaines), St.
Tars (Chicago), Ebinger
(Chicago), Old Orchard Jr.
High (Skokie), Attea
(Glenview), St. Hillary
(Chicago), Holmes Junior
High (Mount Prospect),
North Shore Academy
(Highland Park), GCATA
(Skokie), Maine East H.S.
(Park Ridge), Maine South

H.S. (Park Ridge), Maine
West H.S. (Des Plaines),
Luther No rth H.S.
(Chicago), Ridgewood H.S.
(Norridge), and Niles
West H.S. (Skokie).
The Teen Center
has seen high participation
numbers throughout the
current school year and
especially high numbers
during the summer. During the school year higher
attendance days seems to
be Tuesdays, Fridays and
those days when School
District 63 has an early
release from school.
We saw an increase in membership and
attendance near the end
of May due to five factors.
1) the youth coordinator’s
increased efforts to visit all
of the Niles schools for a
bi-annual school recruitment drive, 2) the visiting
of three the District 63’s
elementary schools, 3) the
inclusion of graduating fifth
graders, who prior to June
were not allowed to join,
4) participation in the Emerson ice cream social and

the Culver School “field
day,” and 5) the deadline
for new memberships to
be allowed to attend the
overnight lock-in event.
The Niles Teen
Center currently has 250
members. Most of these
teens are Niles or Des
Plaines residents with
about 50% coming from
the District 63 schools. In
the recent months, we are
starting to see more renewals which is a good sign
of membership retention.
The Youth Coordinator
will be gearing up for the
next recruitment drive in
May with school and classroom visits, the deadlines
for the lock-in and job
shadow day and the finalized summer programming.
As stated in last year’s report, with increased exposure at school events and
community activities, it is
clear that membership and
participation in the Niles
Teen Center is growing.

