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Happy Holidays
from the Village
of Niles
Niles had a remarkable year,
and even more big plans are in
the works for 2022! Open this
newsletter to learn more.
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See page 10.

A Letter from Mayor George D. Alpogianis
Friends, neighbors and family:
As we enter the holiday season, I’m reminded of how fortunate I feel to be a part of
this great community. Together – with myself and the Board of Trustees – we have
accomplished so much in 2021.
For Veterans Day on November 11, I had the humble privilege of speaking at the VFW Post
3579 ceremony honoring our local veterans. The service and sacrifices that these men
and women and their families have made deserves our utmost gratitude. It is important to
me that veterans have local support and resources, so I am establishing a Veteran Affairs
Council to ensure that our community supports veterans, their families, and veteran and
civic organizations. Initiatives will include educational awareness, events, programs, and
outreach.
I am a strong advocate of the arts and artistic pursuits. The Public Arts and Culture Council has been laying
ground work to better engage artists and is working to install more artistic elements that will not only enhance
our aesthetics but also build Niles’ brand and identity. I have connected with international artists as well and
look forward to the unique personality and beauty that their talents can add to Niles.
As the Howard Street project wraps up, I sincerely appreciate the patience of our residents. This was a
long, tedious project but worth the wait. Howard Street now has improved safety features for bicyclists and
pedestrians for outdoor recreation and as a viable mode of transportation. The bridge welcomes people to
Niles with improved signage that fits our brand, decorative elements, and overall beautification. Narrowed
roads now give easier access to the forest preserve trail, and cuts down on traffic to help keep this part of
Howard Street quiet and residential. Looking towards the future, the Niles-branded wayfinding signage now
found on Howard Street will be added to more parts of the Village over the next few years.
I am also proud to say that the new Niles Police Department parking garage finished ahead of schedule and
$1.3 million under budget. These projects and improvements keep Niles progressive and always moving
forward, so that Niles continues to be the best place for families to raise your kids.
Like many of you, I am very proud of my ethnic heritage. I embrace all the different cultures and nationalities
that the people of Niles share. Cultural diversity is a strong part of the Niles community and makes us unique.
Understanding and experiencing other cultures is a valuable opportunity for people to be more accepting,
tolerant and respectful of others. I have reconnected with the Consul Generals representing the countries of
our four Sister Cities, in order to rebuild and expand our Sister Cities program. By building relationships
with other cities around the world, there are significant opportunities for student exchanges, culinary and art
exchanges, and local commerce trade.
Finally, I wish to acknowledge and thank Denise McCreery, who stepped down as Trustee this fall after six
years of service on the Village Board. Denise was instrumental to the continued growth of Niles through
her roles in countless committees and initiatives, including the Economic Development and Neighborhood
Renewal Committee, the Building and Zoning Committee, the Comprehensive Plan Committee, and much
more. Denise was a strong driving force for bettering the community — and a good friend and colleague on
the Village Board — and she will be dearly missed.
There are many exciting things on the horizon for Niles, and the bridges we build together in the coming year
will lead us to great places and great opportunities. From myself and the Board of Trustees, have a happy
holiday season.
Sincerely,
Mayor George D. Alpogianis and the Board of Trustees
Village of Niles
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Winter Information from Niles Public Works
6849 W. Touhy Avenue - (847) 588-7900

Snow Removal Information

Niles Public Works is getting ready to battle the winter
weather. It takes months of planning and preparation to
make sure our snow and ice program is the best it can be.
The Niles Public Works Department takes steps each year to
reduce environmental impacts of winter while still providing
exceptionally high levels of service.
When it snows, keep in mind:
• Major roads have priority in snow plow operations,
followed by side streets, then cul-de-sacs, dead ends,
alleys and parking spaces. Plowing bigger streets first
allows traffic to flow better throughout the Village.
• The Village maintains 178 lane miles of streets,
including most State of Illinois roads. The Village does
not maintain Golf Road and Caldwell Avenue (State
roads) or Greenwood Avenue (Cook County road). Visit
www.vniles.com/snow to learn more about snow and ice
control procedures and prioritization.
• Place garbage and recycling carts on the house side of the
curb, not in the street. Carts in the street obstruct snow
removal operations.
• Shovel snow from your driveway towards your right as
you’re facing the street. This leaves less snow that plows
might push onto your driveway as they approach from
your left.
• Do not shovel snow into the streets or alleys. Not only
does this create a hazard, but it is illegal.
• Parking is prohibited on streets with posted snow route
signs until snow plowing operations have been completed.
This information is available in
other languages at: www.vniles.
com/snow. You can help Public
Works help you to receive the
award winning snow and ice
control you deserve.
Find more information about
Village services on pages 4 and 5.

Be a Good Neighbor This Winter
•
•
•

•

Homeowners and businesses, please help
our children and commuters by shoveling
your sidewalk.
Businesses are required by ordinance to
shovel their sidewalks. Failure to do so
could result in fines.
Please check on your elderly or disabled
neighbors to see if they need help clearing
snow or ice. If you are unable to help your
neighbors, see page 6 for a program where
teens help seniors in Niles!
Please clear the way so kids can get to
school safely.

Niles Construction Corner – Fall Wrap Up

Greenwood Stormwater Basin
This project, located at the site of the former bank
building at 9101 Greenwood, broke ground in early
October. The mainline storm sewer was constructed
from Greenwood Avenue to Cumberland Avenue.
The basin and underground storage excavation is
underway. Maryland Street from Cumberland to
Milwaukee closed in mid November. Work on the
east side of Milwaukee was expected to start in mid
to late November. The construction is projected for
substantial completion in September 2022 with final
restoration carrying over until spring 2023.
Milwaukee Avenue and Waukegan Road Street
Lighting Replacement
The project is 80% complete with new street lights
functioning in many areas. Work continues at the
south end of the project and at Golf Road. Material
delays will keep the lighting system from being 100%
functional until February 2023. Final restoration
will carry over to spring 2022. The project area is
Milwaukee Avenue from Albion to Greenwood and
Waukegan Road from Milwaukee Avenue to Main
Street.
2021 Street Program
The project paving is substantially complete.
Landscape restoration was planned for November.
Punch list items will be addressed weather permitting
but may carry over until spring 2022.
Howard Street Roadway Rehabilitation
The ribbon cutting for the Howard Street Project was
held on November 1, 2021 (pictured here). The project
is substantially complete
with only punch list items
remaining. Search for
“Howard Street” on the
Village website to learn
about the project.
Milwaukee Streetscape
The Phase V Streetscape for Milwaukee Avenue from
Howard Street to Jonquil Terrace is wrapping up work
for the 2021 construction season. The planter boxes,
planting, and paving work is complete. In spring
2022, the intersection of Howard and Milwaukee will
be resurfaced and the crosswalk will also be replaced
at that time.
Ballard Culvert
The project was suspended due to an Aqua America
water main that needs to be relocated. The water
main will be relocated in the spring. IDOT has about
one month of work remaining after the water main is
relocated. The current road configuration will be in
place for the entire winter.
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Updates on Resources and Services

The Help Illinois
Families
initiative
A government that cares about all its residents. Niles makes it possible.
has an online Request
for Services form to
make it easier and
faster for individuals and families to remotely request assistance
through the LIHEAP and LIHWAP programs. Funding may be
limited and completion of the request form is not a guarantee of
funding. Apply online at http://www.helpillinoisfamilies.com/.
For more information on the LIHEAP program or to apply over

Help for Illinois Families: Relief for Households the phone, residents can call the Community and Economic
Across the State
Development Association of Cook County, Inc. (CEDA) at
Energy costs can place severe and continuing stress on a
family’s budget. In some instances, households are forced to
make painful decisions regarding which bills to pay and which
necessities to survive without. The Pritzker Administration,
in partnership with the Illinois Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity (DCEO), is leveraging federal ARPA
funds to help Illinois families access and afford home energy
assistance and other essential services during COVID-19.
Building on the state’s Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP) the state’s fiscal year 2022 (FY22) budget
authorized an expansion of the LIHEAP programs for eligible
Illinoisans seeking assistance to cover costs of utility bills. A
new program, the Low Income Household Water Assistance
Program (LIHWAP), will start in early December and will
provide more opportunity for relief for qualifying households
facing water disconnection or overwhelming past due balances.
Increased eligibility thresholds for FY22 aim to assist additional
households needing support due to challenges exacerbated by
COVID-19.
LIHEAP
The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) helps eligible low-income households pay for
home energy services (primarily heating during winter
months). This includes assistance with heating, gas, propane
and electricity.
LIHWAP
The LIHWAP benefit is a limited, one-time assistance program
designed to help households that are facing the threat of
imminent disconnection, have already been disconnected or
have past due (arrearage) balances over $250 for their water
and wastewater services combined. Customers may apply
one time for water and one time for wastewater for the life
of the program. This program is set to launch in December
for residents.
Eligible families (see chart for income thresholds) may qualify
for hundreds of dollars of support; all applications will be
reviewed on a first-come, first-served basis and are subject to
funding availability.

VNILES.COM
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(800) 571-2332 or (312) 795-1033.

For the LIHWAP program, set to launch in early December,
residents can call CEDA at (312) 795-8948 and leave their
information for a case worker or apply online at the link above.
For assistance in the application process, or to access a local
office or representative, please contact Niles Family Services
at (847) 588-8460.

Electrical Aggregation

The Village’s electrical aggregation program ended on
September 30, 2021, after a successful seven years. In the
first contract with an alternate energy supplier in 2014, Niles
residents and small businesses saved an average of $81 per
year per household. While that number slowly decreased
over the years to $21 per year in 2017, the program was also
successful in keeping residents educated, aware of scams and
preventing residents from being hit with termination and other
fees. During the last few years of the electrical aggregation
program, the Village was able to ensure residents never paid
more than the ComEd rate with a rate match guarantee.

Community Solar Program

The Village is now endorsing a new “green” Community
Solar program from the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus and MC
Squared Energy Services (mc²), in which residents can join
and realize savings. A community solar project is a single site
solar installation shared by multiple subscribers. Community
solar allows subscribers to receive net metering credits on their
electricity bill and support the development of new renewable
energy resources, without needing to install solar equipment on
their property. It’s an optional program that residents have to
voluntarily apply for if they are interested.

847.588.8000
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Ride the Holly Trolley
To join the waitlist for the Community Solar Program and for
The
Holly
Trolley
is back! View the schedule and ride
more information, visit www.vniles.com/solar.
this holiday version of the Niles Free Bus by visiting
www.vniles.com/hollytrolleyschedule!
Niles Forestry Department
• As Niles enters the winter season, the Niles Forestry
Division is already preparing for the upcoming spring. If
you would like a tree planted in 2022, please contact the
Village Forester at (847) 588-7900.
•

•

Drying winter winds are especially damaging to Arborvitae.
In exposed, windy areas, erecting a windbreak helps prevent
damage, as can wrapping shrubs with burlap or easy-to-use
shrub wraps. The Chicagoland area has seen an increase in
wet snow falls. This tends to put extra weight on Arborvitae
branches causing them to droop and break. Wrapping your
Arborvitae can prevent this.
Since there is no guarantee of adequate snow cover,
mulching trees and shrubs (especially those that have been
newly planted) becomes very important. Aim to apply at
least two inches of woodchips or straw over the root zone,
taking care not to pile mulch against trunks. Extra mulch
can be removed in spring once the ground begins to thaw.

Reminders About Your Groot
Garbage Collection
•

The Village of Niles would like
to remind residents to call Groot
if their garbage container is
damaged by animals. Damaged
garbage containers like the one shown here can create
opportunities for other rodents to feed, including rats.
Groot’s phone number is (800) 244-1977.

•

Christmas tree disposal is available the first two weeks
of January. Search “Garbage Collection” on the Village
website.

•

In-street leaf collection has ended for the year. Bagged
yard waste collection by Groot is still available on December
2nd or 3rd, and December 9th or 10th, whichever is your
regular garbage collection day. Stickers are still required
for these final two weeks.
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Farm on Franks Gardeners - Over 200 Pounds of
Donated Food to Local Food Pantries
The Farm on Franks gardeners had another successful year
at the community garden in 2021. A large amount of produce
was harvested for gardeners’ own kitchens, and gardeners also
donated over 200 pounds of fresh fruit and vegetables to the
Niles Family Services Food Pantry and the Niles Township
Food Pantry! Produce was donated by resident gardeners,
members of the Niles Garden Club, and the Niles Teen Center.

After pausing educational activities last year due to the pandemic,
the Village was able to safely resume events this year. A Master
Gardener from the University of Illinois Extension program
visited the Farm on Franks to teach gardeners, providing a fun
and educational gardening experience and building community
at the Farm.
Next year’s season will open up for
applications starting January 3, 2022. The
cost for a plot for the growing season of
2022 is $25 for residents and $30 for nonresidents to offset maintenance and water
costs. The application will be available on
the Village’s website on January 3 at www.
vniles.com/farmonfranks.

Lead Water Service Lines

In June 2021, the State House Passed HB3739, which increases
regulations on water service lines made out of lead. The Village
of Niles has a significant inventory of lead service lines and
based on HB 3739 we will see major impacts. The good
news is that lead service lines will be replaced in full over
the next twenty years. The bad news is that this may come
at a significant cost to our water system. The Village will be
preparing a Lead Service Line Replacement Plan in compliance
with Illinois Environmental Protection Agency requirements.
Starting January 1st, the Village of Niles will be responding
to emergency service line repairs in new ways. If you have a
lead service line or suspected lead service line, you will also
be receiving information on the health risk the lead lines can
present. It’s too early to know exactly what the future will hold,
but important policy discussions are taking place. In the near
future, residents should expect to be hearing more and more
about how lead service lines will be handled in Niles.

847.588.8000

|

5

Niles Senior Center
999 Civic Center Drive
(847) 588-8420
Volunteer Assistance

The Niles Senior Center, Niles Family Services and Niles
Teen Center have teamed up with area schools to recruit
students who would like to give back to their community.
The Niles Community Youth Crew is made up of local teens
providing service to Niles residents. If you are a senior and/
or a disabled Niles resident and in need of assistance, please
contact Jaymi at (847) 588-8420. Village employees will
do their best to match you up with an available volunteer.
The tasks available include technology assistance, assisting
with pulling garbage cans to the curb each week, yard work,
and snow shoveling. Please note this is a volunteer-based
program.

Welcome New Year’s!

Tuesday, January 4 • 12–2 P.M.
$18 Members/$23 Non-Members
Join the Niles Senior Center as they welcome 2022 with
entertainment by Diva Montell and Jorge Holmes and
a delicious meal catered by Nono Pino, followed by a
champagne toast. Lunch includes salad, roll, dessert and a
main entrée choice of Chicken Vesuvio – boneless chicken
breast sautéed in a garlic white wine sauce with sweet
peas and roasted potatoes or Salmon Florentine – Salmon,
tomatoes and spinach in a garlic white wine sauce.

Domes and Safe House (Milwaukee)

Wednesday, January 26 • Check-in 9 A.M. • Depart 9:30
A.M.–5 P.M. • $63 Members/$68 Non-Members
(Heavy Walking)
Enjoy a docent led tour of the Show Dome, Tropical
Dome and Desert Dome at the Mitchell Park Horticultural
Conservatory in Milwaukee. Following the tour, enjoy
lunch at SafeHouse, one of the city’s best-kept secrets
since ‘66. Your mission: Enjoy a fun afternoon at the covert
Milwaukee restaurant. Lunch includes salad, cheeseburger,
chips, and dessert. Then the tour will make a quick stop at
the Mars Cheese Castle for some shopping.

Lunch With Us

The Niles Senior Center has teamed up with Center of
Concern to offer nutritious lunches available for curbside
pick-up or delivery every Monday. Each pick up contains
five meals per participant. Scheduled pick-ups take place
every Monday between 10 A.M. and 12 P.M. Noon. RSVP
by 9 A.M. Friday by calling the Niles Senior Center at (847)
588-8420. A donation of $2 per meal is greatly appreciated.
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Niles Family Services
999 Civic Center Drive
(847) 588-8460
Family Services Groups

Niles Family Services and the Niles
Senior Center are very excited to be
jointly offering a variety of new programs
for the community. The general purpose of these groups,
targeted for individuals 60 and older, is to promote an
overall sense of health and well-being. These groups will
be ongoing and free-of-charge to Niles residents and Niles
Senior Center members. The group facilitator is a Licensed
Clinical Social Worker, a certified Qigong and Meditation
instructor, and a Certified Wellness Coach. Please preregister at (847) 588-8420.
• Qigong: An ancient Chinese practice which combines
deep breathing, meditation, and slow, rhythmic
movements. Wednesdays, weekly, 2–3 P.M.
• Healthy Relationships: Focuses on learning and
practicing a wide variety of skills to potentially improve
all types of relationships. Tuesdays, weekly, 2-3 P.M.
• Meditation: Learn what meditation is and the many
scientifically-based health benefits it offers. The group
will practice several different types of meditation
together. Tuesdays, weekly, 1–2 P.M.
• Life
Café: A
personal-growth
discussion
group
focusing
on coping with
various age-related
challenges, as well
as
discovering
new
and
creative ways to
remain
active,
engaged,
and
vital.
Thursdays, weekly, 2–3 P.M.
• Widow/Widower Grief Support Group: Provides
a safe and nonjudgmental place to openly share
feelings and experiences, in addition to receiving
grief education, coping strategies, and an
opportunity to connect with others who understand.
Mondays, weekly, 2–3 P.M.
• Self-Care: The focus will be on exploring what self-care
is and why it’s so vitally important, overcoming selfcare obstacles, and providing participants with a wide
range of self-care options, techniques, and strategies.
First Thursday of each month, 3–4 P.M.

Business Section

John C. Melaniphy • Director of Economic Development
(847) 588-8074 • jcm@vniles.com
Golf Mill Mall

The Village, the Sterling Organization, and OKW architects
continue to fine tune the new concept site plans and renderings
for Golf Mill shopping center. The architects have incorporated
a boulevard and pedestrian promenade from Golf Mill Park to a
central gathering place with a fountain and water features. The
central gathering place has adjacent restaurants clustered nearby
with outdoor seating along with large detention ponds. There
is also a water wheel envisioned as part of the water features
similar to the water wheel that once stood at Golf Mill Mall. The
water features will add ambiance to the public spaces, as well
as the envisioned five–story, “Texas wrap” luxury apartment
development. Village staff, the Sterling Organization, and OKW
architects have been finalizing the concept site based upon
feedback from the Village‘s 2040 Comprehensive Plan visioning
sessions with residents. Mayor George D. Alpogianis actively
engaged with the president of the Sterling Organization and
Village staff to ensure the redevelopment offers a renaissance
of the shopping center. Mayor Alpogianis encouraged Sterling
Organization to undertake a redevelopment of Golf Mill that will
provide the vitality, longevity, and generative attraction for the
property to thrive and prosper for years to come.

Chick-fil-A

Niles’ second Chick-fil-A opened on October 13 at the southeast
corner of Golf Road and Greenwood Avenue. A ribbon cutting
was held on October 12 with Mayor Alpogianis and the Chamber
of Commerce prior to the official opening the next day.

Burlington

from the YMCA that they have provided
comparable alternative housing and
nearly completed relocating all the
residents out of the YMCA facility.
The YMCA has not yet entered into a purchase contract to sell
the property (pictured here). Economic Development staff has
conducted meetings with developers regarding the opportunity to
redevelop the YMCA site — in addition to the former Grainger site
that the Village acquired a couple of years ago for redevelopment.
The Village is working with the YMCA to redevelop the property.

South School

The Village has met with a variety of developers interested in the
former South School property located at 6935 W. Touhy Avenue.
There has been interest to keep the building and operate various
schools and cultural facilities. There has also been interest to
redevelop the property with townhomes or apartments. The
Village and School District 71 have worked collaboratively to
identify the best use for the property. No formal proposals have
been received by the Village to date.

The Dog House

The Village Board approved a Cook County Class 7a property
tax classification incentive for the former Skokie Automotive
property at 7254 N. Milwaukee. Tribab, LLC plans to spend
$200,000 to $300,000 to redevelop the property and lease the
facility to “The Dog House,” an operation which plans to offer
daycare, boarding, grooming and training facility for dogs. The
use may also be expanded to offer boarding for cats as well as
dog events and parties. The property has been vacant for greater
than 24 continuous months. Currently, The Dog House leases and
operates out of approximately 2,900 square feet of at a property
located at 6460 N. Milwaukee Ave. in Chicago. The Dog House
plans to move its entire operation to the Niles site along with all 17
of its employees. The Dog House plans on adding approximately
4 new employees within the first year of operations at the subject
property and have 25 total employees at the site at full capacity
should growth continue as expected. The project will require
special use approval from the Village Board.

The new Burlington store
opened on October 27 at Golf
Mill Shopping Center in the
former Kohl’s space at the north
end of the mall. Burlington held
grand opening promotional sales
Above: Officials cut the ribbon
at the new Chick-fil-A at Golf
and the consumer response has
and
Greenwood. Below: The new
been strong. The new Burlington
Burlington location at Golf Mill.
and Chick-fil-A operations have
reinvigorated the north end of
Niles Design District
the mall property.
For those looking to renovate a kitchen
or bathroom, expand with a new addition
Golf Mill Chevrolet
or enhance their curb appeal, the Niles
Golf Mill Chevrolet is in the
midst of the renovations of the former Best Buy at 9530 N. Design District is your road to a better
Greenwood Avenue while it continues to operate in temporary home. Located on Milwaukee Avenue,
sales trailers. Golf Mill Chevrolet has launched a major radio the Niles Design District is a home
improvement destination for consumers,
advertising campaign promoting the new Niles dealership.
designers and contractors. The Niles Design District includes 4
Take 5 Oil Change
Seasons Painting & Landscape Design, Advantage Gallery, Better
A Take 5 Oil Change facility is under construction at the site of
Kitchens, Global Granite & Marble, Home Comfort, The Home
the former Nicky’s Bar and Firehouse Subs at 9606 N. Milwaukee
Depot, Kitchen & Bath Mart, La Pelusa Home Improvement,
,at the northwest corner of Milwaukee Avenue and Golf Road.
Niles Color Center, and Panel Brick Company. The Village’s
“Grow Your Home” Home Improvement Program can be utilized
YMCA/Grainger
The YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago property was listed for sale to improve your home and work with some great Niles Design
by CBRE in July 2021, and the Village has received notification District companies. Visit vniles.com/home-expansion.
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Niles Police Department
7000 W. Touhy Avenue - (847) 588-6500

Animal Control

Wintertime in Niles is not always a walk in the park, even
for our local wildlife. However, most of our wildlife species
do still remain fairly active during the winter months and
have different adaptations to help them survive, so do not
be alarmed if you are seeing wildlife activity in the winter,
especially during the day when it is warmer out. The activity
level of coyotes and foxes especially are not significantly
affected by the cold winter season due to their dense fur coat
and plenty of food sources still being available to them.
A lot of species such as raccoons, opossums, squirrels, and
skunks enter into states of deep sleep called torpor, while
occasionally getting up to go look for food. Deer also undergo
physical and behavioral changes to help them survive the
winter. They start preparing for the winter months in advance;
the texture and density of their fur changes and they fatten
themselves up. A deer’s metabolism also slows in the winter,
which means they don’t need to eat as much, so please do
not lure deer from their resting places to feed them, as they

COLD CASE UPDATE
Date of Incident: 11/08/1992
Place of Incident: Niles Leaning Tower YMCA (Room
619), 6300 Touhy Avenue, Niles, IL
Victim: Helen K. Cardwell, Female/35 yoa (at the time
of incident)
Suspect: Richard J. Sisto, Male/72 yoa LKA-Lake in the
Hills, IL
Charges: Warrant issued on 10/15/2021 for First Degree
Murder. Suspect is currently in custody in Texas.
The Niles Police Department held a press conference
on October 27, 2021 (pictured below and available to
view at vniles.com/ntv) in regards to cold case involving
Helen K. Cardwell. In November of 2020, members of
the Niles Police Detective Bureau re-opened the 1992
murder of CARDWELL. Upon re-opening the case,
Niles Detectives submitted numerous items of evidence
to the Northern Illinois Regional Crime Lab (NIRCL)
in Vernon Hills, IL for analysis. Analysts at NIRCL
were able to extract a DNA profile from the evidence
submitted. The DNA profile that was extracted from
the evidence was run through CODIS (Combined DNA
Index System). CODIS revealed that the DNA that was
extracted was a possible match to the DNA profile of
Richard J. SISTO.
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Pictured above: The Niles Police Department unveiled a new
parking garage for squad vehicles this fall.

need to conserve as much energy as possible. If you have
any questions on the legal do’s and don’ts of feeding local
wildlife, please reach out to Niles Animal Control at (847)
588-6508.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety

The Niles Police Department recently completed the
yearlong Pedestrian/Bike Safety Grant through IDOT.
Through this program, the NPD helped reduce crashes
involving pedestrians and bicyclists. The program focused
on education, outreach, and enforcement of pedestrian and
bicycle laws. There were eight bicycle/pedestrian crashes
from October 1, 2020, to September 30, 2021, while the
annual average for the past five years has been 27.6 crashes
per year. There were only five injury crashes when the fiveyear average was 25.1 annually. There were no fatalities
when the five-year average showed 1.6 annually.

Niles Fire Department

Station #2 8360 W. Dempster Street - (847) 588-6800

“Be Alarmed” Smoke Alarm
Installation Program

The Niles Fire Department is installing
smoke alarms in homes in accordance
with the IL State Fire Alliance “Be
Alarmed” Smoke Alarm Installation
Program. This program provides
residents with ten-year, sealed battery
smoke alarms free of charge. The smoke
alarms are installed by NFD Firefighters who also provide a variety
of home fire safety information and resources. NFD Firefighters will
take all available safety precautions when entering residents’ homes
in order to protect against the spread of COVID-19, including the
wearing of masks and gloves, and will attempt to socially distance
whenever possible. To learn more about this program and to see if
you qualify, please contact District Chief Guerino by phone at (847)
588-6800 or by email at srg@vniles.com.
Starting January 1, 2023 all single- and multi-family homes
will be required to replace any smoke alarms containing
removable batteries to those containing a ten-year sealed
battery. For more information regarding the upcoming
New Illinois Smoke Alarm Law please visit the Illinois Fire
Safety Alliance at https://www.ifsa.org/smoke-alarm-law.

The NFD, in conjunction with the Regional Emergency Dispatch
Center, has recently implemented a Smart911 System that will allow
residents to create a safety profile which will be visible to the 9-1-1
Alarm Operator when you call 9-1-1. Residents can put relevant medical
information, emergency contacts, medications and/or allergies, utility
shutoff locations, etc. which is then linked to their phone number(s).
This important information will then be relayed to the Fire Department
in real-time so that we may provide the best possible care and follow
your wishes and directives in the event of an emergency. Smart911 is a
National program which means that your information travels with you
and is visible to any participating dispatch agency nation-wide. Creating
a Smart911 Safety Profile is quick, easy, and free and can be completed
through their website, www.smart911.com, or via their mobile app.
Please feel free to contact District Guerino or Lieutenant Schachtel at
(847) 588-6800 with any questions regarding the program.
This system is also connected with Rave Alert, the provider for the
Village’s emergency alerts and automated phone calls, so you may
already have a Smart911 profile from signing up for Village alerts! If
you are new to the Smart911 system, be sure to look for the option to
add Village of Niles alerts
when registering to ensure
you continue to receive
important notifications
from the Village.

NFD at the Village of Niles Senior Center

Members of the Niles Fire Department will be at the
Niles Senior Center at 10 A.M. on Thursday, December
2, 2021. We will be there to discuss a variety of the
services we offer such as our “Be Alarmed” Smoke
Alarm Installation Program, our recently implemented
Smart911 System, Residential Lock Boxes, and more!
In addition, we will happily assist any interested
resident in creating a Smart911 profile and can answer
any questions about the program. We hope to see you
there!

Winter Fire Safety Tips
According to the United States Fire
Administration and the National Fire
Protection Association, half of all home
heating fires occur in December, January, and
February. Please ensure you keep anything
that can burn at least three feet away from
all fireplaces, furnaces, space-heaters, or
radiators. Furthermore, please make certain
you have working smoke and carbon
monoxide alarms inside your home and that
you test them once per month. Lastly, please
choose holiday decorations that are flame
resistant or retardant and replace any holiday
lights with broken or frayed cords.
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Community Events and News
Twinkle and Lights •
Home
Decorating
Contest

The Public Arts and Culture
Council is hosting the 5th
Annual Twinkle and Lights Holiday Decorating Contest for
residents who want to show off their holiday spirit. Submit
a nomination online at vniles.com/twinkle. Nominations will be
accepted between November 15 and December 16 by 5 P.M.

Judges will consider homes and determine the top 3 winners. A
People’s Choice award will be given to the home with the most
Facebook “likes” on December 21. Winners will be announced on
December 21 and receive a yard sign and gift card.

Niles Chamber - Let’s Keep the Cheer Here!

The Niles Chamber of Commerce & Industry is encouraging
residents to “Let’s Keep the Cheer Here” this Holiday season
by giving the gift of a Niles Chamber Gift Card. Now more than
ever it is critical to keep local dollars local, and the Chamber
Gift Card is a fast and easy way for people to get their shopping
done while guaranteeing that the revenue goes to local retailers.
Gift-givers can purchase a Niles Chamber Gift Card by visiting
www.nileschamber.com/niles-chamber-gift-card-shop-local.
They will have the option of sending it to family, friends,
and colleagues via email, text, or printing for hand delivery.
Businesses interested in purchasing a large number of Niles
Chamber Gift Cards to give to their employees or clients are
eligible for discounted rates and should contact Niles Chamber
of Commerce & Industry Executive Director Kim Biederman
at kim@nileschamber.com for more details.
A wide variety of retailers ranging from restaurants to salons
to health & wellness accept the Niles Chamber Gift Card. A
full list of participants can be found on the Chamber’s website.
Chamber Members that are not yet part of the Niles Chamber
Gift Card program should contact the Chamber Office at (847)
268-8180 to get signed up.

Night of Roses Award Recipients

The 2021 Night of Roses took place on October 22 at the White
Eagle. Congratulations to the following award recipients who
were recognized at the event!
• Small Business of the Year Award: Chasers Sports Bar &
Grill
• Distinguished Voluntary Service Award: Tony Dati (Niles
Public Works Streets Superintendent)
• Dedication to Youth Excellence Award: Bob Kostuch
(Notre Dame College Prep Director of Student Activities
and Chair of Physical Education Department)
• Niles Citizen of the Year Award: Rev. Constantine “Father
Dean” P. Botsis (Holy Taxiarhai & St. Haralambos Greek
Orthodox Church)
• Public Safety Award of Excellence: Tony Dati (Niles Public
Works Streets Superintendent)
• Corporate Citizen of the Year Award: Advocate Lutheran
General Hospital
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•

Ken Scheel Chamber Member of the Year Award: Suzanne
Wulf (Niles-Maine District Library Head of Digital
Services)
Bob Wordel Living Legend Award: Dean Strzelecki
(Village of Niles Trustee and Retired Niles Chief of Police)

District 207 Selected as a National
Demonstration Site by AASA

Maine Township High School District 207
was informed recently that it has been selected
for the AASA’s Learning 2025 Network of
demonstration districts. A select few districts
across the country are being invited by AASA (The School
Superintendents Association) to be a part of this process.
AASA invited select districts to apply to be a demonstration
district. Only educational systems that exemplify studentcentered, equity-focused practices with a solid commitment
to the whole learner, anti-marginalization, and a future driven
outlook are selected as demonstration districts. The goal is for
each selected district to become lighthouse learning systems
and serve as beacons for other educational systems.
“District 207 represents a national standard of excellence that
other districts throughout the country can learn from,” says CoChair of the AASA Learning 2025 Committee Bill Daggett.
“At the same time the district is also always striving to get even
better. Participating in Learning 2025 will enable the district to
do both. We are very pleased to have them in the network of our
nation’s leading school districts.”
District 207 staff will participate in workshops, sessions and
provide presentations to school districts across the country to
share the innovative practices within the school system. “No
one does this work alone,” says District 207 Superintendent Dr.
Ken Wallace. “We have been very blessed to learn from others
as well as to now share our systems approach to creating better
student learning conditions is an honor.”
Learn more at: https://maine207.org/news/district-207-electedas-a-national-demonstration-site-by-aasa/

Burlington Announces $5,000 Donation to Gemini
Middle School
East Maine District 63 and Gemini Middle School joined
officials from Burlington Stores on October 29 to cut the
ribbon of the chain’s newest store at 590 West Golf Road in
Niles. As a part of the celebration, Burlington made a $5,000
donation to nearby Gemini Middle School that will provide
much-needed school supplies for the school, which serves
1,000 6th through 8th graders. The gift is made possible
through Burlington’s partnership with national, award-winning
nonprofit AdoptAClassroom.org.
(continued)
Pictured L-R: District 63 Board
Member Krystal Zec, Gemini
Principal Lewis Roberts, District
63 Associate Superintendent Dr.
Shawn Schleizer, and District 63
Superintendent Dr. Scott Clay.

Village facilities are closed on Friday, December 24, and Friday, December 31. There are no
garbage delays the week of Christmas or New Year’s Day, due to the holidays falling on Saturdays.
(continued) The ribbon cutting featured remarks by Burlington Store Manager Arica
Wardley and Mindy Jakubczak, Burlington District Manager. District 63 was represented
by Board of Education member Krystal Zec, Superintendent Dr. Scott Clay, Associate
Superintendent Dr. Shawn Schleizer, and Gemini Principal Lewis Roberts. “We’re thrilled
to welcome Burlington to the Niles community — and deeply grateful for the generous
donation the store and AdoptAClassroom have made to District 63’s Gemini Middle
School,” noted Principal Roberts. “This will make a positive difference to the students
we serve just around the corner. It’s said that it takes a village to raise a child. And the
support our schools receive from the entire community — including local businesses —
makes all the difference as each student navigates their pathway to success.”
Gemini is one of East Maine School District 63’s seven schools, which offer a rich learning
environment and multicultural perspective to more than 3,500 students. Committed to
teaching excellence that provides all students with the specific opportunities they need to
succeed and thrive, its five elementary schools, middle school, preschool, and expanded
learning programs foster each student’s academic, social, emotional, and behavioral
growth and achievement. Visit www.emsd63.org to learn more.

East Maine District 63 is Hiring

A flexible work week, great pay, and a chance to make a difference:
District 63 is looking for substitutes! Earn $160/day as a teacher sub
— or $130/day as a teacher assistant sub. Long-term sub assignments
earn $274/day. Subs must hold a bachelor’s degree and obtain an Illinois
Substitute License — and it’s easy to get started. Visit www.emsd63.org/
employment to learn more and apply.

Niles Park District - Santa’s Mailbox

Santa’s elves will install a special mailbox at the Howard Leisure Center
after Thanksgiving. Santa will write back to each child who drops off
a letter. Kids can also email Santa at santa@santamailbag.com. He can
answer only those letters received by Friday, December 17, so get your
letters in early. Santa takes care of the postage – there is no charge for
this special holiday service. Don’t forget to include your return address!
Thank you to our Holly Jolly Fest Sponsors!
Benefactors $2,500:

Aqua Plumbing, Heating &
Cooling Services
Papagalino Pastry Shop
& Café

Ice Sculptor Sponsor:
Mid-States Glass and
Metal, Inc.

S’mores Sponsor:

Generations by Regency

Kappys American Grill &
the George D. Alpogianis
Family
NorthSide Community
Bank
Shami Meat Market
Shure
Simon Uniform

Contributing Sponsors
$250:

JohnsByrne
Elevate Care North Branch
and Niles
Playbook Sports Bar

Bada Sushi
East West Trading Corp.
Ltd
GHP Group
Graziano’s Brick
Oven Pizza
Ming Massage
Layalena Miraj Banquets
Smoke & Vape
Tetra Medical Supply
Corp.

Supporting Sponsors
$500:

Very Much Appreciated
Sponsors $100:

Face Painting &
Balloon Artist Sponsor:
Super Cuts Village
Crossing

Major Sponsors $1,000:

Erich’s Lehigh Auto Body
Groot Industries
Joe Donut

A.C.A. Architects
Binnys Beverage Depot
Boobys

Dear Franks
Edward Jones - Jeffrey
Cardella
Ha Wa Dall, Inc.
Hi-Kahng Trading Co.
Hyun Hair Salon
Jeron Electronic Systems
Komar Screw Corporation
LaPelusa Home
Improvement Inc.
Meinke’s Garden Center
Nancy’s Home of the
Stuffed Pizza
Niles Car Wash
Niles Coin Shop
Niles Foot & Ankle Center
O’Brill Company
Sariling Atin Restaurant
VB Couture
Village Motel
Wal-Tek, Inc.

Niles-Maine District
Library Events

The Niles-Maine District
Library is located at
6960 W. Oakton Street in Niles.
Visit www.nileslibrary.org. All
events listed here are free, with
advance registration required.

Sound Waves: Songwriting &
Recording Group
Thursdays, December 16, January
20, February 17
7 PM - 8:30 PM
For Adults. In-Person.
Holiday Concert with Melinda
Alberty
Saturday, December 18
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM
All Ages. In-Person.
Grand Jeté and Me Storytime,
Dance, and Draw
Monday, December 20
10 AM – 11 AM
Virtual. Ages 3-7.
Girls Who Code
Saturdays, January 8, 22, February
5, 19
1 PM - 2:30 PM
Virtual & In-Person. Grades 6-12.
The Roots of Black Music in
America with Karlus Trapp
Saturday, February 5
1:30 PM - 2:45 PM
For Adults. Virtual.
Niles Park District
ICELAND SANTA SKATE
Come out and skate with Santa
and his elves to Holiday songs.
Reservations are needed for this
event. Registration is accepted
through aforbes@niles-parks.org.
Who:

Kids & Families

Where:

IceLand Skate
8435 W Ballard Rd

When:

Sunday, December 19

Time:

2:30-4 PM

Fee involved for entry and skate
rental.
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Resident Appreciation Days
at the Niles Family Fitness Center
(987 Civic Center Drive)
Friday December 17th (5:30 A.M.–8 P.M.) &
Saturday December 18th (7:00 A.M.–4 P.M.)
No Membership Needed
Must present a valid Niles ID
•

Children 13 years and under: Parents must remain in building

•

Children 14–16 years: Children must be checked in by parent

•

Ages 17 and up: Must present valid Niles ID
Check out our schedule at www.nilesfitness.com

Experience all that the Fitness Center has to offer:
•

Studio Group Fitness Classes (please call to reserve your spot)

•

Open Basketball

•

Family Open Swim (Friday 4 P.M.–7:45 P.M.) (Saturday 12 P.M.–
3:45 P.M.)

•

Fitness Area (Cardio & Weights) (Must be 14 years or older to
enter)
Resident Membership Special available on these days only.

For more information call the Fitness Center at (847) 588-8400 or email us
at fitnesscenter@vniles.com.

VILLAGE OF NILES
VILLAGE MANAGER
Joseph S. La Margo
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MAYOR
George D. Alpogianis

TRUSTEES
John C. Jekot, Joe LoVerde, Danette O’Donovan Matyas,
Craig Niedermaier, Dean Strzelecki

VILLAGE CLERK
Marlene J. Victorine

