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Niles Creates
Arts & Culture
Experiences
for Everyone
Artists have designed mini
replicas of the Leaning Tower of
Niles, each with a unique design
and located at businesses
throughout the Village.
Learn more about these works
of art — and the famous Niles
landmark — on page 3.
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A Letter from Mayor George D. Alpogianis
Friends, neighbors and family:
On behalf of the Board of Trustees and myself, I send greetings, and hope that this
letter finds you and your family in good health.
There’s been a lot of talk, question, and concern about the future of Golf Mill.
As of today, there has been a lot of promising work regarding its future, and its
redevelopment is being shaped as we speak. For a long time, Golf Mill has been
considered the crown jewel of Niles, and the plans in progress will reshape it and
return it to the forefront of our community — not just for residents, but for visitors
from across Chicagoland. A revitalized Golf Mill will continue to anchor our retail
sector for future generations of our citizens, and more importantly become a dynamic
place of gathering and experience.
Alongside of me, the elected officials and Village staff have been in close dialogue
with mall ownership regarding the future property development, and in recent months proposals and site
plans have been revised multiple times. As Mayor, I’ve taken it upon myself to meet with the Sterling Group
directly, to make sure this important revitalization effort gets done — and done in a way that is worthy of
Niles.
While nothing is finalized, please turn to the “Business Section” on page 7 of this newsletter for more
specifics about the kind of mixed-use development envisioned for the site.
On a different note, in my many meetings with representatives from local organizations, the issue of
mosquitoes was brought to my attention — along with some ways we can help protect ourselves from
the nuisance and safety risks of them. The Village of Niles is covered by two different agencies related
to mosquitoes: The Northwest Mosquito Abatement District for everyone west of Harlem, and the North
Shore Mosquito Abatement District for everyone east of Harlem. Mosquito abatement has changed a lot
over the years, evolving from simply spraying the neighborhoods, to using technology and mapping in ways
that allow crews to address trouble spots and target potential breeding sites. Please contact these agencies
to report biting mosquitoes and areas with standing water so they can take it into account as they perform
their abatement operations. West of Harlem Avenue, notify the Northwest Mosquito Abatement District by
visiting the “Help Center” page on their website www.nwmadil.com, or call (847) 537-2306. If you live
East of Harlem Avenue, contact the North Shore Mosquito Abatement District by visiting www.nsmad.com
and clicking on “Fight the Bite,” or call (847) 446-9434.
During the final few weeks of summer, as always, continue to follow best practices to protect yourself from
mosquitoes. Use insect repellent, wear loose-fitting clothing, avoid being outdoors during peak feeding times
near dawn and dusk, and eliminate standing water on your property. A good reminder: If it can hold water,
it can breed mosquitoes.
I hope you’re enjoying the services and gatherings that the Board, myself, and the entire Village staff have
worked hard to provide. I can personally assure you that we have so much more in store for the months and
years ahead, and there’s never been a better time to call Niles our home. We all want to thank you for your
continued support of our community and look forward to making Niles even better every single day.
Sincerely,
Mayor George D. Alpogianis and the Board of Trustees
Village of Niles
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From the Cover: Lean Into Public Art Experiences in Niles
Niles Embraces Arts & Culture with the New Mini Leaning Tower Public Art Program

From one leaning tower to 20, the Village of Niles is literally “leaning in” to a brand
new public art experience. All around the Village, discover 20 mini Leaning Tower
replicas. Each of the seven-foot-tall fiberglass sculptures will have its own custom
design by a local artist — and a local business sponsor. The mini Towers pay tribute
to the Leaning Tower of Niles, itself a half-size replica of the original in Pisa, Italy.
With 17th-century bells ringing on the hour, the 94-foot-high Niles version has
earned a spot on the National Register of Historic Places.
Guided by the Village’s Arts & Culture Master Plan, Niles is a growing hub for
muralists, painters, sculptors and musicians to express themselves and make their
mark. The 20 mini Leaning Towers are symbols of Niles’ pride, creativity and culture.
You can learn about the artists and sponsors and find a map of all 20 locations on
the Village’s website www.vniles.com. This program is hosted by the Village’s Public
Arts & Culture Advisory Council and the Niles Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
Explore Niles to find all 20 mini Towers and be sure to visit 6300 W. Touhy for Niles’
own renowned landmark.

Joe La Margo — Niles’ New
Village Manager

At the July 27 Village Board meeting,
the Village Board of Trustees appointed
Joe La Margo (pictured left) as Niles’
new Village Manager, with a start date of
August 31, 2021. La Margo replaces the
vacancy left by Steven Vinezeano, who
retired on January 31, 2021.
La Margo has a diverse and distinguished career in public
service, including previous work for the Cook County
Bureau of Finance, the Cook County Clerk’s Department
of Tax and Real Estate, the Office of the Illinois Secretary
of State, and the Village of Orland Park prior to his most
recent position in Portage, Michigan. He holds a Master of
Arts in organizational leadership and public policy from
Lewis University and a Bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration with a concentration in economics from
Loyola University. La Margo was selected as Niles’ new
Village Manager from over 60 applicants from 11 states.

Solicitors

Any solicitor going door-to-door in the Village of Niles MUST
have an approved Solicitor Permit. Approved solicitors are
listed on the Village website vniles.com/solicitor. A solicitor
permit is not an endorsement by the Village. If a resident
clearly posts a “No Solicitors” notice, solicitors should not
distribute advertising materials, knock on the door or ring
the doorbell. If this happens, you may ask them to leave your
property and call the Niles Police Department (847) 588-
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6500. Decals can be picked up at Village Hall, 1000 Civic
Center Drive.
Niles employees wear a Village uniform and carry a Village
ID — if these identifiers are not present on a person at your
door, do not consider them Village employees.

Cook County Legal Aid

Cook County has launched a new initiative, Cook County
Legal Aid for Housing and Debt (CCLAHD). CCLAHD
helps residents resolve eviction, foreclosure, consumer debt,
and tax deed issues. The first program under the initiative,
the Early Resolution Program (ERP), launched on November
23, 2020. The ERP provides free legal aid, mediation
services, and connections to other resources including rental
assistance for tenants and landlords dealing with evictions,
property owners who are behind on their mortgage payments
or property taxes, and creditors and debtors with issues
related to consumer debt. Visit www.cookcountylegalaid.org
or call (855) 956-5763 to find out more information and get
help. The services are provided for free for residents of Cook
County and are being offered to:
• tenants facing eviction,
• landlords dealing with an eviction,
• debtors being sued for unpaid bills,
• creditors wishing to collect their unpaid debts, and
• property owners who have fallen behind on property
taxes or mortgage payments.
Anyone in Cook County is eligible. To apply, call (855) 9565763 or apply online at www.cookcountylegalaid.org to get
help today.
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Community Development Department
1000 Civic Center Drive - (847) 588-8040

Rat Prevention

If you see a rat or a burrow, call the Village at (847) 588-8040
with a specific address. The Village contracts with a pest control
company who goes out to investigate and will provide solutions to
mitigate rats in the area. The most effective way to eliminate rats
is by finding their burrows. Rats are creatures of habit, so baiting
and trapping them is a proven elimination tactic.
Ways you can help eliminate rats:
• Don’t let any brush, yard debris, wood or clutter pile up in
your yard or outside area. Rats make nests or burrows and
hide in small, covered spaces;
• Rats love bird seed so watch your bird
feeders;
• Eliminate pet waste as quickly as you can;
• Make sure garbage is in solid, closed containers with secure lids.
To report rat activity, please visit the Village website and search
“rat” or “rodent” on the www.vniles.com homepage. Residents
are also welcome to visit or call Village Hall, but the online form
expedites the process, as you will need to fill out a form allowing
the pest management contractor to inspect and treat your property.

Niles 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update

Phase 1: State of the Village
Check out the Niles 2040 State of the Village
report on the Niles 2040 project website (www.
Niles2040.com)! Analyzing existing conditions in
Niles was the first step of this planning process
and is being followed by a series of community
engagement opportunities to help craft goals
and strategies for the future of the Village. We
need your continued support and involvement
in this process and encourage you to share your
thoughts on this report. We also want to take the
time to thank all residents and stakeholders for
their valuable guidance thus far. Visit the project
website at www.Niles2040.com to view the
report and to learn more and make sure to share
this with friends and family!
Phase 2: Community Visioning
The Village of Niles and the Village’s consultant,
The Lakota Group, have begun the Community
Visioning phase of the Comprehensive Plan
process. In this phase, the team, with assistance
from property/business owners and residents,
will generate a range of comprehensive planning
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The 2021 Village of Niles Community-Wide
Garage Sale is September 10 through 12.
The garage sale will be advertised using the
Village’s social media pages, Focus On Niles,
E-newsletter, website, and Google Maps. The
Village also encourages all participants to
advertise their garage sales on their personal
social media pages as well! Participation is
limited to Niles residents. The registration fee is
$7. That fee ensures inclusion in the garage sale
online maps and includes five Village of Niles
Community-Wide Garage Sale signs.
Register at the Community Development front
counter by 4:00 P.M. on September 9, 2021.

ideas and concepts through visioning sessions
and workshops. From this idea exchange, a
series of planning options will evolve that
address community planning issues, economic
development,
neighborhood
revitalization,
resiliency, open space, and transportation,
among others.
SAVE THE DATE: Community Workshop
The Village and The Lakota Group will conduct a
Community Visioning Workshop on the evening
of September 29, 2021 at the Niles Senior Center
(999 Civic Center Drive). All members of the public
are invited to participate in this event to review
the analysis reports, Comprehensive Plan vision,
overall goals and objectives, and land use and
other planning policies/strategies. Participants
will evaluate the options per their short-and longrange potential for accomplishing community
planning goals. Please consider participating in
this phase of the Comprehensive Plan. Visit the
project website at www.Niles2040.com as the
date nears for more specific information about
attending the event!

Niles Public Works

6849 W. Touhy Avenue - (847) 588-7900

Leaf Pickup 2021

The Village of Niles will again offer free instreet leaf pick up service this year to residents. The leaf
pickup program runs from October through November and
is provided to the residents every week according to the
following schedule. Dates marked with an asterisk (*) differ
from the zone’s typical day of the week, due to a holiday.
Zone Leaf Pickup Day
1

Monday

2

Friday

3

Thursday

4

Wednesday

5

Tuesday

Dates
Oct 4, 11, 18, 25
Nov 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Oct 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Nov 5, 12, 19, 24*
Oct 7, 14, 21, 28
Nov 4, 12*, 18, 23*
Oct 6, 13, 20, 27
Nov 3, 10, 17, 24
Oct 5, 12, 19, 26
Nov 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Fire Hydrants

Fire hydrants are being painted this year in the
following neighborhoods: Grennan Heights,
The Terrace, Chesterfield, Evergreen Estates
and Jonquil Terrace. Hydrant painting is not
just for aesthetics, but to inform the Niles Fire
Department of the flow rate of each hydrant.
Each hydrant cap is painted a different color
to relay this important information to the Niles
Fire Department when responding to a fire.

Public Works Open House

It is a violation of Village code to dump leaves in the street
on dates outside the above schedule. Landscape services are
responsible for removing leaves and cannot dump leaves in
the street. In-street leaf collection ends after the above dates,
with no exceptions.
Groot also offers a bagged yard waste collection program.
Yard waste stickers are required on all yard waste bags/
containers, including in December — there are no stickerfree dates in 2021. The final yard waste collection will take
place on December 9th or 10th, whichever is your garbage
day, so residents have two weeks after in-street leaf collection
ends to bag any remaining yard waste for collection. Yard
waste stickers are available for purchase at Village Hall or
Niles Jewel-Osco stores for $2 per sticker. All yard waste
collection ends on December 10th.

The Niles Public Works Department is hosting its second
annual open house on Saturday, September 18, 2021. The
event will be held from 10:00 A.M.–2:00 P.M. at the Niles
Public Works campus located at 6849 W. Touhy Avenue in
Niles. Come learn about all of the services provided by the
department and experience fun for all ages. Complimentary
hot dogs, ice cream, popcorn and beverages will be provided
while you experience firsthand what goes on behind the
scenes. Take a trip up to seventy feet high in the bucket
truck and ride in the street sweeper. Watch demonstrations
on tree rigging, stormwater, sign making, and how drinking
water enters your home, flows through the pipes and exits
via the sewers. Climb into various trucks and pieces of
heavy equipment. Learn about the award-winning snow and
ice control program. Tour the fleet maintenance facility and
see the Niles Free Bus, fire equipment and police squad cars
where they are repaired and maintained. You can even win a
customized street sign! Bring some spending money for the
Niles Public Works yard sale. Please bring non-perishable
food items to benefit the Niles Family Services Food Pantry.
There will be something for everyone and
you will get to meet the wonderful men
and women who provide these excellent
services to the residents
and businesses of Niles.

Remember: Grass clippings are NOT allowed in leaf piles in
the street, so do not rake them into the street. Grass clippings
must be placed in yard waste collection bags/containers, or
simply be mulched on your lawn.
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Niles Green Initiatives
What is Compositing and Why is it Important?

Compost is organic material that can be added to soil to
provide nutrients that improve soil health and help retain
moisture. Better quality soil enables the growth of high
quality plants, fruits, and vegetables. According to the
Environmental Protection Agency, food and yard waste
amount to over 30% of the total waste that is thrown away.
Instead of throwing those scraps in your garbage can, you can
repurpose them through composting. Three basic ingredients
are required for composting: browns, greens, and water.
•

Browns – Dead leaves, branches, and twigs provide
carbon to the compost pile.

•

Greens – Grass clippings, vegetable and fruit scraps, and
coffee grounds provide nitrogen.

•

Water – Combining the perfect amount of water with
greens and browns is necessary for the breakdown of the
organic material.

7. Allow time for the pumpkins to decompose and enhance
your soil with its nutrients.

Community Solar Clearinghouse Solution (CS²)
Residential Program

The Village of Niles has partnered with the Metropolitan
Mayors Caucus to participate in a community solar program,
the Community Solar Clearinghouse Solution (CS²)
Residential Program. This program will allow residents and
small business owners to receive net metering credits on
their electricity bill, without the need to install solar panels
on their individual properties. This is a voluntary, opt-in
program that is set to be available to residents in September.
Head to the Community Solar page on the Village’s website
www.vniles.com for more information. Below: Graphic
showing how the Community Solar program works.

To compost in your backyard, you can purchase a compost
bin or find a shaded, dry area to make a compost pile. Add
your brown and green waste materials, and continuously add
water as your bin fills or your pile grows. Fruit and vegetable
waste should be buried at least 10 inches under compost
material, and grass can be added on top.
To learn more about composting, visit the Environmental
Protection Agency’s website at epa.gov/recycling/
composting-home.

Go Green on Halloween – Compost Your Pumpkin!

Instead of throwing your pumpkins in your garbage bin at
the end of the fall season, you can turn them into compost
for your yard or garden. Follow the below steps to produce
compost from your pumpkins.
1. Remove candles and any other decorative items from
your pumpkin.
2. Clean remaining seeds from your pumpkin. Seeds must
be removed to prevent new pumpkins from growing.
3. Locate a shaded area of your yard or garden to bury your
pumpkin.
4. Break up the pumpkin into smaller pieces to allow the
pumpkin to compost quickly and to increase the surface
area.
5. Dig shallow holes to place the pumpkin pieces in.
6. Cover the pumpkin fragments with leaves, sawdust, or
woodchips. This will protect the pumpkin from pests
while still allowing air to reach it.
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Green Business Award

Great Lakes Coca-Cola Bottling
received the annual Village of Niles
Green Business Award. Mayor George
D. Alpogianis (right) presented the
Niles Green Business Award to Chris
DeGrave (left), the Plant Manager at
Great Lakes Coca-Cola Bottling, for all
of the green initiatives the company has
implemented at their Niles facility as well
as around the world. The Marine Plastic Bottle Innovation
involved the first-ever sample bottle utilizing recovered and
recycled marine plastics, demonstrating the potential for
ocean debris to be recycled and reused in food and drink
packaging. The Plant Bottle Packaging Innovation was the
first fully recyclable PET plastic bottle made from plantbased material. Coca-Cola Company has set a new goal to
reduce the use of virgin plastic derived from nonrenewable
sources by a cumulative 3 million metric tons over the next
five years. In 2025, depending upon business growth, they
project that they will use approximately 20% less virgin
plastic than they do today.

Business Section

John C. Melaniphy • Director of Economic Development • (847) 588-8074 • jcm@vniles.com
Golf Mill Mall

Village staff has been meeting regularly with the Sterling
Organization and their architects to discuss new concept site plans
for the mall. Visions have included a boulevard and pedestrian
promenade from Golf Mill Park to a central gathering place with
a fountain and water features. The central gathering place would
have adjacent restaurants clustered nearby with outdoor seating.
The central gathering place would encompass approximately
20,000-square-feet. Also envisioned are townhouses and a five–
story “Texas wrap” luxury apartment development. Village staff
and the Sterling Organization continue to refine the concept plans
based upon feedback from the Village‘s 2040 Comprehensive
Plan visioning sessions with residents. No formal plans have
been finalized or disseminated at this juncture but there has been
significant progress on the redevelopment plans.

Chick-fil-A

Niles’ second Chick-fil-A is under construction in front of Golf
Mill Mall at the southeast corner of Golf Road and Greenwood
Avenue. Chick-fil-A is expected to open in September.
Golf Mill Chevrolet
Golf Mill Chevrolet opened for business in June after the Village
provided a temporary certificate of occupancy. The Village Board
approved a sales tax incentive agreement with the dealership for
ten years to assist them with their extraordinary infrastructure
costs to redevelop the vacant former Best Buy located at Golf
Road and Greenwood Avenue at 9530 N. Greenwood Avenue. The
automobile dealership showroom and service facility are under
construction (photo below) but vehicles are currently being sold
on-site with temporary sales offices located in trailers. The former
Best Buy has been vacant since 2015. The Chevrolet showroom
and service facility is expected to fully open in 2022 following a
complete redevelopment of the property.

Burlington

A new Burlington store leased the first floor of the former
Kohl’s space at Golf Mill Mall. Kohl’s relocated to a new store
at Sawmill Station in Morton Grove at Waukegan Road and
Dempster Street. The new signage and remodeling of the store is
underway. Burlington is expected to open this fall.

Poké Bros. Restaurant

Poké Bros. Restaurant will be filling the vacant former Starbuck’s
space at 5720 W. Touhy in Pointe Plaza Shopping Center. Poké
Bros. is a Hawaiian-style fresh fish poke bowl — essentially sushi
in a bowl. This fresh healthy cuisine originated from Hawaii and
features cubed-cut raw fish mixed in a bowl with rice, veggies
and flavorful toppings. A build-your-own approach allows the
customer to craft their own bowl with all of the fresh and healthy
ingredients they like.

Former Marathon Gas Station Site

The Village has been marketing this site to a variety of developers
including hotel, restaurants, food specialty, and mixed-use.
There has been some interest from a mixed-use developer for a
residential project with ground floor retail space.

YMCA/Grainger

The Leaning Tower YMCA property has been listed for sale by
CBRE. Economic Development staff conducted a meeting with
CBRE regarding the Village’s vision for the site, and contacted
a variety of developers regarding the opportunity to redevelop
the YMCA and Grainger sites (aerial photo below). The Village
acquired the Grainger site a couple of years ago for redevelopment.

Thank you to our 2021 4th of July Parade sponsors!
Presidential Leaders
($2,500)
Elevate Care North Branch
& Niles
Aqua Plumbing, Heating &
Cooling Services, Inc.
Statesman ($1,000)
Flix Candy
JohnsByrne Co.
Kappys American Grill &
the George D. Alpogianis
Family

Minuteman ($500)
Bee Sales
Diamond Design &
Engraving
Golf Mill Ford
Groot Industries
Mid-States Glass and Metal,
Inc.
PNA Polish National
Alliance
Royal Bank
SPC Specialty Print
Communications
Tony’s Fresh Market

Wells Plumbing and
Heating Supplies, Inc.
Patriot ($250)
7400 Waukegan Road
Booby’s
Burrito House
Christine Pusateri
Concealed Carry Safety for
Personal Defense Inc.
Embark at Niles
Jeron Electronic Systems,
Inc.
King Spa & Sauna
Layalena Banquets / Miraj

Levelup Health and Fitness
Mohawk MFG. and Supply
Niles Discount Cleaners
Rich Products
Shure
Rebel ($100–$225)
El Spa Inc.
Ming Massage
Niles Car Wash
Ralph N. Robbins DDS
Orthodontist
Siam’s House
Tebons Gas Service
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Niles Police Department
7000 W. Touhy Avenue - (847) 588-6500

Animal Control Corner

Niles has a sizable population of white-tailed deer, and there
are many actions we can take to help keep the deer of Niles
safe and healthy. First and foremost, please do not ever feed
deer at any time of the year. Not only is it illegal in the state
of Illinois, but it can cause significant long-term damage to
deer populations. The primary reason that Illinois has made
this a State law is due to continued occurrences of Chronic
Wasting Disease (CWD) within deer populations. CWD is a
contagious, fatal, neurological illness that can spread if a deer
comes in direct contact with an infected deer or makes indirect
contact with an infected deer through contaminated food or
the environment. In addition, deer naturally practice “social
distancing” in the wild, so when people feed them, it causes
unnatural congregation; this makes it more likely for diseases
to spread throughout different family units that wouldn’t have
normally interacted if not for human involvement.
Even in the winter, when you think you are helping the deer,
feeding them can still cause more harm than good. An occasional
feeding of unnatural foods can change their metabolism,
making it harder to process their natural foods found in the
environment, leading to starvation. A deer’s fur, digestion, and
metabolism are well-adapted to help them survive the harsh
winters of northern Illinois. Feeding deer can also cause them
to become less fearful of humans, and therefore be less afraid
to wander through our neighborhoods and backyards; this puts
them at risk of getting hit by a car. If you see deer, please do
not feed them. Please take a picture, then sit back and enjoy
watching some of our local wildlife! If you ever have concerns
for an individual deer’s health or safety, please call Niles
Animal Control at (847) 588-6508. You can also go online to
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources website at www2.
illinois.gov/dnr for more information on white-tailed deer.

Illinois Traffic Safety Challenge Winners

The Niles Police Department tied for first place in the Illinois
Traffic Safety Challenge (ITSC) for Municipal 51-65 Sworn.
The challenge is a friendly peer competition between Police
Departments throughout the State of Illinois. This challenge is
coordinated by the Illinois Association Chiefs of Police (ILACP)
Traffic Committee and supported by a grant from NHTSA
through the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT),
Bureau of Safety Programs and Engineering (BSPE), and
other private entities. The challenge requires law enforcement
agencies to identify traffic issues, think strategically, and above
all else, improve the quality of life of those in their community.
In addition, the Niles Police Department won the overall Bike/
Pedestrian Safety Award in the state of Illinois! The Niles
Police Department was evaluated on their efforts in promoting
and enforcing bicycle and pedestrian safety in their community.
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Walk and Roll Niles Event Recap

On August 5, 2021, the Niles Police Department hosted the first
annual Niles Walk and Roll event at Notre Dame High School.
This event was created due to the Village’s proactive efforts to
enforce pedestrian and bicycle
safety in the Niles community.
This event is in concert
with the Village of Niles
2020 Strategic Plan, which
establishes short and long term
goals to implement pedestrian
and cyclist safety throughout
the Village of Niles. During
the event, over 30 raffle prizes
were given away, including a
$500 trek bike (pictured here).

Niles Fire Department

Station #2 8360 W. Dempster Street - (847) 588-6800

“Be Alarmed” Smoke Alarm
Installation Program

The Niles Fire Department is
installing smoke alarms in homes
in accordance with the IL State
Fire Alliance “Be Alarmed” Smoke
Alarm Installation Program. This
program provides residents with
ten-year, sealed battery smoke
alarms free of charge. The smoke alarms are installed by NFD
Firefighters who also provide a variety of home fire safety
information and resources. NFD Firefighters will take all
available safety precautions when entering residents’ homes
in order to protect against the spread of COVID-19, including
the wearing of masks and gloves, and will attempt to socially
distance whenever possible. Some of the goals of this program
are to educate residents on fire prevention methods, eliminate
fire-related injuries and deaths, and to increase the number of
working smoke alarms in the home. To learn more about this
program and to see if you qualify, please contact District Chief
Guerino at srg@vniles.com.
Starting January 1, 2023 all single- and multi-family homes will
be required to replace any smoke alarms containing removable
batteries to those containing a ten-year sealed battery. For more
information regarding the upcoming New Illinois Smoke Alarm
Law please visit the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance at https://www.
ifsa.org/smoke-alarm-law.

Smart911

The NFD, in conjunction with the Regional Emergency Dispatch
Center, will be implementing a Smart911 system that will allow
residents to create a safety profile which will be visible to the
9-1-1 alarm operator when you call 9-1-1. Residents will be
able to put relevant medical information, emergency contacts,
medications and/or allergies, etc. into their profile which is then
linked to their phone number. This important information will
then be relayed to the Fire Department in real-time so that we
may provide the best possible care and follow your wishes and
directives in the event of an emergency. Smart911 is a national
program which means that your information travels with you
and is visible to any participating agency nation-wide. Stay
tuned for more information and updates regarding this exciting
new program!

The Smart911 system is connected with Rave Alert, the provider
for the Village’s emergency alerts and automated phone calls,
so you may already have a Smart911 profile from signing up
for alerts! Please subscribe to Village alerts at www.vniles.com/
alert to ensure you continue to receive important notifications
from the Village.

Fire Department Open House

The Niles Fire Department hopes to welcome everyone to
NFD Station 2 for an Open House and Pancake Breakfast on
Saturday, September 25, 2021! We will have Fire Department
demonstrations, activities for kids, safety tables, and attendees
can even win the chance to ride in the basket of Tower 2! This
event is sure to provide a great time for all those who attend and
we hope to be able to open our doors and welcome everyone
back into our Station. We will evaluate the feasibility of the
Open House based on COVID-19 concerns and we will make
a final determination closer to the event. Please stay tuned and
check our Niles Fire Department Facebook page for updates.

Fire Prevention Week

The National Fire Protection Association has sponsored the
observance of Fire Prevention Week since 1922. The theme for
this year’s Fire Prevention Week is: “Learn the Sounds of Fire
Safety.” This year’s campaign hopes to educate everyone about
the different sounds smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms
make and hopes to ensure you know what to do when you hear
an alarm. There are alarms available for those who are hearing
or visually impaired which contain strobes or components that
shake.
In the event of a fire, every second counts and having working
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms in your home can be the
difference between life and death. To learn more about how you
can keep your loved ones protected or for more information
about Fire Prevention Week, please consult the National Fire
Protection Association’s website at NFPA.org.
Fall Safety Tips
Keep Halloween decorations away from open
flames, light bulbs, and heaters.
If you plan on frying your turkey this Thanksgiving,
please do so outside, away from your house, and
off your deck.
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Jaymi Blickhan at jaymi@vniles.com for more
information.
(847) 588-6900
The Niles Teen Center (NTC) has hosted a variety
of student activities throughout the summer in
addition to its regular Center drop-in hours.
The first NTC-at-the-Park was a huge success.
Campers from the District 63 Expanded Learning
Program, regular NTC members, and Village of
Niles Police and Community Service Officers
played outdoor field games at Golf Mill Park
and enjoyed hot dogs grilled by Family Services
Director Darren Brown.
Students indulged their craft side in an outdoor
Paint-and-Sip Party where they sampled a variety
of cold teas while painting along with an instructor.
Students also took a ride on the Niles Free Bus for
an afternoon of mini-golf and unlimited hitting
at the batting cages of the Niles Park District’s
Pioneer Park.

Niles Community Youth Crew

The Niles Community Youth Crew offers a
valuable service to the elderly in our community by
pairing students with resident seniors to assist with
leaf collection and snow removal for the fall and
winter months. The Teen Center is always looking
for more students to help expand this important
program. If you are interested in volunteering or
know of a student that is interested please contact

Regular Drop-In Hours

As many Niles schools have started regular
in-person instruction, the Niles Teen Center
is committed to providing a Covid-safe afterschool drop-in center where students can enjoy
a variety of board, video, and table games such
as pool, ping pong and air hockey. Also offered
are cooking classes, arts and crafts, movie nights,
and help with homework. Beginning August 16
through the end of May 2022, the NTC will be
open Monday through Friday 3:00–7:00 P.M.

Glow-in-the-Dark Dodgeball Tournament

Gemini students are invited to attend the first-ever
Glow-in-the-Dark Dodgeball Tournament hosted
at Gemini Middle School on Friday, September
24, 2021 from 6:30–9:00 P.M. Be on the lookout
for the registration deadline and more info.

Fall Dance Party 2021

Open to all area 6th through 8th grade students,
the annual Fall Dance is BACK! Join the Niles
Teen Center on Saturday, October 23, 2021 at the
Niles Family Fitness Center.
All Niles Teen Center activities and events are
following up-to-date COVID-19 protocols.
For more information on regular drop-in
programming and all NTC special events visit
www.nilesteencenter.org and follow the NTC on
Instagram and Facebook.

a Medicare drug plan that better meets
your needs. For more information, or
assistance with reviewing your current
plan, please contact the Senior Center.

(847) 588-8420
Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage
Open Enrollment Begins October 15
Are you considering enrolling in or
changing your Medicare Part D plan?
The Annual Coordinated Election Period
(AEP) for Medicare Part D is October
15 through December 7. During this
period, beneficiaries who are not enrolled
in Medicare prescription drug coverage
can enroll. Also, current enrollees in the
program can switch plans. If you currently
have prescription drug coverage, you
should review your coverage during
this period. You might want to enroll in
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Feed My Starving Children
Community Event
Feeding Kids. Feeding spirits.
Empowering Communities.
During the Thanksgiving season, the
Niles Senior Center always has an
abundance of people volunteering to
give back to the community. Join us in
Libertyville on Monday, November 22
from 7:00 P.M.–8:45 P.M. as we handpack meals for children. Everyone is
welcome to join this special initiative to
give back to the community. Please email
Chrisann Fahy at cf@vniles.com or call
(847) 588-8436 to reserve your spot.
Arts and Crafts Market Store at NSC
The Arts and Crafts Market Store is
open at the Niles Senior Center and the

entire community is welcome! Stop
by the Senior Center during business
hours, 8:30 A.M.–5:00 P.M. Parking is
available in the back of the building. The
Market Store offers hand-crafted jewelry,
pictures, paintings, crafts and more at
reasonable prices. It’s a perfect time to
get a head start on gifts for the holiday
season.
Rummage Sale
The Niles Senior Center is having
a Rummage Sale on Saturday,
October 23 from 9:00 A.M. to
1:00 P.M. This event is open to the
public and will be a great event for
the whole family! There will be over
40 vendors at the sale, along with
raffles to participate in. The Niles
Senior Center is located at 999
Civic Center Drive. Please call (847)
588-8420 for more information.

Community Events
September
September 11, 2001: The Day
That Changed the World
(Special Exhibit)

Wednesday, September 1 – Sunday,
October 31
Niles-Maine District Library
6960 W. Oakton Street
Franklin Gallery, Third Floor
www.nileslibrary.org

Maria SS. Lauretana Italian
Festival

Friday, September 3 – Sunday,
September 5
Golf Mill Park
Greenwood and Church Street in Niles
(773) 736-3766
mariasslauretana.com

Labor Day – Village Facilities
Closed
Monday, September 6
(Garbage collections delayed by one
day this week)

St. John Brebeuf’s Oktoberfest
Friday, September 10: 6:00 PM –
11:00 PM
Saturday, September 11: 1:00 PM –
11:00 PM
St. John Brebeuf School
8301 N. Harlem Avenue
facebook.com/sjbschoolniles

Community-Wide Garage Sale
Friday, September 10 – Sunday,
September 12
Register by September 9. For more
information, please read page 4.

Medication & Sharps Collection
Tuesday, September 14
10:00 AM–12:00 PM
Niles Senior Center
999 Civic Center Drive
For more information, please visit
swancc.org.

Niles Public Works Open House

Not So Haunted Open House

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage
Month with José-Luis Orozco
Concert

November

Saturday, September 18
10:00 AM–2:00 PM
Niles Public Works Facility
6849 W. Touhy Avenue
(847) 588-7900

(Virtual & In-Person)
Saturday, September 25
2:00 PM–4:00 PM
Niles-Maine District Library
6960 W. Oakton Street
www.nileslibrary.org
Advance registration required.

Niles Fire Department Open
House & Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, September 25
9:00 AM–12:00 PM
Fire Station #2
8360 W. Dempster Street
(847) 588-6800

October
Niles Night of Roses Gala

Friday, October 22
White Eagle Events & Convention
Center by Victoria
6839 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Buy tickets online through 10/18/21
and vote for award winners at
nileschamber.com/NOR!

Community Rummage Sale
Saturday, October 23
9:00 AM–1:00 PM
Niles Senior Center
999 Civic Center Drive
(847)588-8420

An Evening with Chris
Bohjalian

Wednesday, October 27
6:30 PM–7:30 PM
Niles-Maine District Library (Virtual)
www.nileslibrary.org
Advance registration required.

Saturday, October 30
2:00 PM–4:00 PM
Niles-Maine District Library
6960 W. Oakton Street
www.nileslibrary.org

Veteran’s Day - Village Facilities
Closed
Thursday, November 11

Smart Black Friday Shopping
Thursday, November 11
6:00 PM–7:00 PM
Niles-Maine District Library
6960 W. Oakton Street
www.nileslibrary.org
Advance registration required.

Wilderness Survival in Caldwell
Woods

Friday, November 19
4:30 PM–6:00 PM
Niles-Maine District Library
6960 W. Oakton Street
www.nileslibrary.org
Grades 7-12.
Advance registration required.

Thanksgiving Day - Village
Facilities Closed

Thursday, November 25
(Garbage collections delayed by one
day this week)

Day after Thanksgiving - Village
Facilities Closed
Friday, November 26

Village Holiday Season Tree
Lighting and Event

Saturday, November 27
Look for more details in October at
www.vniles.com.

The Annual Night of Roses is October 22! Buy tickets online through
10/18/2021, and vote for award winners at nileschamber.com/NOR!
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“Times They Are A-Changing” at The Niles Family
Fitness Center
(Updated fall hours mean you get more time to
reach your fitness goals!)

Fall Fitness Hours Begin Monday,
September 6th
Monday–Thursday 5:30 A.M.–9:30 P.M.
Friday 5:30 A.M.–8:00 P.M.
Saturday–Sunday 7:00 A.M.–4:00 P.M.
If you don’t have time to visit us in person,
join our Virtual Studio. We make it easy for
you to continue on your journey of health and
wellness.
Reservations for classes are required and are
made online.
Stop by or give us a call for all the details
at (847) 588-8400.
987 Civic Center Drive
www.nilesfitness.com

VILLAGE OF NILES
VILLAGE MANAGER
Joseph S. La Margo
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MAYOR
George D. Alpogianis

TRUSTEES
John C. Jekot, Joe LoVerde, Danette O’Donovan Matyas,
Denise M. McCreery, Craig Niedermaier, Dean Strzelecki

VILLAGE CLERK
Marlene J. Victorine

