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Meet Your New Village Board!

Newly elected Board members were sworn in on
Tuesday, May 11. Turn to page 3 for the whole story.
Pictured from left: Trustee Craig Niedermaier, Trustee Dean Strzelecki,
Mayor George D. Alpogianis, Trustee Joe LoVerde, Trustee John C. Jekot,
Trustee Denise M. McCreery, and Trustee Danette O’Donovan Matyas.
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A Letter from Mayor George D. Alpogianis

Friends and Neighbors,
I am honored by the trust and confidence you have placed in me to serve
as your Mayor for the next four years. I thank you for your support, and
look forward to leading the Village of Niles through this extraordinary
time of recovery for our community, state, nation, and world. The Board
of Trustees and I will be working diligently together to enhance our
Village and continue to make it an even better place to live. One of Niles’
strengths is the diverse backgrounds and experiences of our residents.
Together, we are Niles, and we will work as one to drive forward our arts
and culture projects, economic development plans, and our child- and
family-centered initiatives.
Under my leadership, alongside the Board members, the Village can expect to continue seeing
examples of our strong community. This year’s COVID-19 vaccination event held at the Niles
Senior Center, where the Niles Jewel-Osco and Village employees succeeded in vaccinating
1,000 seniors, is a clear illustration of how much we can and will accomplish when we come
together as neighbors. It is my goal as Mayor to keep our residents safe, serve our residents
loyally, and listen to their needs and wants with an open mind.
I also would like to thank from the bottom of my heart our selfless Village staff, who enable
positive change through their forward thinking and tireless dedication. During my time as
Village Trustee for the last eight years, I have experienced firsthand and been inspired by
the passion our Village staff have for our citizens and community. The staff give so much of
themselves to Niles, and the residents, Board of Trustees, and I are truly grateful for their service.
I have the honor of serving Niles with an experienced and enthusiastic Board of Trustees. I offer
my earnest congratulations to Joe LoVerde, Danette O’Donovan Matyas, and John C. Jekot as
re-elected Board members. Collectively we, along with Denise McCreery, Craig Niedermaier,
and Dean Strzelecki, will serve the Village of Niles as a united team to advance our community.
I would not be in the position I am today without the unyielding support of my family. Thank
you to my wife, Sophia, and my children, Evangeline, Constantine, Kyriaki, Maria, and Anna. I
love you. As always, I also owe a lot to my mother and father for my upbringing, as well as my
siblings and their partners for consistently supporting me on this road of public service.
It is the honor of my life to serve the citizens of Niles, and I will work every day to ensure we
all “Love Niles!”
Sincerely,
George D. Alpogianis
President
Village of Niles
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Niles Board of Trustees
From the Cover: Meet Your Village Board

The newly elected Trustees and Mayor were sworn in at a
special meeting last month on Tuesday, May 11. These officials
were elected by the public at the Consolidated Election on
April 6, 2021. George D. Alpogianis took his oath of office
as the new Mayor of Niles, while John C. Jekot, Danette
O’Donovan Matyas, and Joe LoVerde were all sworn in for
new terms as Trustees of the Village through 2025. They join
Trustees Denise M. McCreery, Craig Niedermaier, and Dean
Strzelecki, whose terms continue until 2023.

Mayor George D. Alpogianis
addresses the public after being
sworn into office.

Members of the public are always welcome to watch or
participate in public meetings of the Village Board. Visit www.
vniles.com for a calendar of meetings and information about
how to participate. You can watch the swearing-in ceremony
and other past meetings at www.vniles.com/ntv.

Illinois Secretary of State Jesse
White presents Mayor Alpogianis
with special license plates
reserved for Illinois Mayors.

From left to right:
Trustee Joe LoVerde,
Trustee Danette
O’Donovan Matyas,
and Trustee John C.
Jekot were sworn into
office on May 11.

Recognizing Andrew Przybylo

Andrew Przybylo served over 30 years on the Niles Village Board. He first joined the Village Board as a Trustee
in August of 1989. He continued to serve as Trustee until he was elected Mayor in 2013. His term ended on
May 11, 2021 upon the swearing in of Mayor Alpogianis. Throughout his tenure, Przybylo followed his belief
in creating community and bringing Niles residents together. With this goal in mind, he started a block party
campaign, the first annual Holly Jolly Market and Tree Lighting Festival, the first annual Bike Niles event and
many other community-building initiatives. He was instrumental in creating the Senior Crime Reduction
Awareness Measures (SCRAM) Police educational program for seniors. He appointed a
Commission for Economic Development and Neighborhood Renewal. Mayor Przybylo
initiated a Performance Management Program for
employees, and he reinstated the Animal Control
Officer. Prior to the end of his term, the Village of
Niles planted a tree in Mayor Przybylo’s honor at
Our Lady of Ransom Church. Thank you Mayor
Przybylo for your many years of service!
Pictured at left: Outgoing Mayor Andrew Przybylo with the
Board of Trustees following a proclamation in his honor.
Right: Incoming Mayor Alpogianis (left) and outgoing Mayor
Przybylo (right) exchange well-wishes at the May 11 swearingin ceremony. Photos on this page by John Zouras.
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Updates from Village Hall
1000 Civic Center Drive - (847) 588-8000

From the Finance Department:

$

AutoPay: The New Free Way
To Pay Your Utility Bill

You have probably noticed the Village’s new utility bill statement, which
gives much more detail about what utility services you receive and your
usage. Did you know that as part of this rollout there is a new payment
feature called AutoPay or EFT? This much-requested payment method
has many benefits:
1. AutoPay is a free service. This eliminates the costs of checks,
envelopes, and stamps.
2. You no longer need to figure out and remember your due date. With
AutoPay the process is automatic.
3. Reduced chance of late fees. AutoPay payments are made on your
behalf at the due date. With no chance of missing a payment, you
might also save money by not having late fees.
4. Speed of payment. The Village of Niles has recently been receiving
payments long after they have been mailed, some directly from
customers and some from their banks. AutoPay payments post to
your account much faster than sending a paper check through the
mail. This faster transaction speed makes it easier to know where
your money is, which helps you manage your finances.
5. It’s a time saver. Life is busy enough. With AutoPay, you can safely
eliminate one of your many routine chores.
6. Safer payments. Experts consider paper checks less safe than
electronic payments. Paper checks are easier to lose and easier to
misread. Stolen checks can lead to check fraud or even identity
theft. AutoPay uses no checks.
7. Peace of mind. As the country starts to head back to normal, many
people want to resume their summer or winter travel. With AutoPay
you don’t need to worry about your bill arriving after you left.
8. More environmentally friendly. Fewer printed checks, fewer
envelopes, fewer stamps, and less transportation are needed to get
your payment to the Village. This makes AutoPay the more efficient
and greener solution.
9. Easy signup. Enrolling is so fast that it takes less than 5 minutes.
Just get your new account number from your new bill, grab
your checkbook or bank statement, and go to: www.vniles.com/
OnlineBillPay. As you enroll, please note that AutoPay and EFT are
simply two different terms for the same thing.
10. Cancel Anytime. You may stop AutoPay at any time in the future
if you so desire.
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Vehicle Stickers

The 2021 vehicle
stickers are set to go on
sale on June 1, 2021.
Vehicle stickers are
valid from July 1, 2021
to June 30, 2022. Use
online bill pay to limit
in-person
contact!
As a reminder, the
Above: The 2021-2022
Village has made
Niles vehicle sticker.
some changes to the
process for obtaining
a vehicle sticker for seniors. Seniors who have a preprinted application with an age of 62 or older on the
application are no longer required to show proof of
identification again. This change will allow senior
applicants to mail payment to the Village, pay online,
or pay in person without proof of I.D. Residents who
turned age 62 during the prior year must still show
identification once to obtain the senior discount.
The Village allows online payments in the form of
a debit/credit card. The system can be found on the
Village’s website at www.vniles.com/OnlineBillPay
as of June 1, 2021. There is no fee to use this service
and the stickers will be mailed out within a few days
of receipt.
In addition to their regular business hours, the
Village’s Finance Department will be open Saturday,
June 19, 2021 and Saturday, June 26, 2021 from 8:30
A.M. until 12:00 P.M. to give residents an additional
opportunity to purchase their vehicle stickers in
person.
For more information, please call the Administration
Building at (847) 588-8000.

Community Development Department
Don’t
Feed
the
Wildlife… It May
Lead to Rodents

Rodents — such as mice
and rats — need food
and shelter, and so they
are attracted to leftover
food residue in yards
and alleys. Plentiful food

|

supplies can cause rodent populations to increase dramatically.
To avoid rodent infestations, it is important to keep your
property in a clean condition to make it a rodent free summer
in the Village of Niles.
Here are some tips from the Centers for Disease Control to
avoid rodent infestations:
• Remove the food sources, water, and items that provide
shelter for rodents;
• Seal up holes inside and outside the home to prevent entry
by rodents;
• Trap rodents around the home to help reduce the rodent
population;
• Keep outside cooking areas and grills clean;
• Always put pet food away after use and do not leave petfood or water bowls out overnight;
• Don’t spread birdseed on the ground;
• Store birdseed and pet food in metal containers;
• Fill bird feeders in a place where you can clean up what
spills;
• Keep grass cut short and shrubbery within 100 feet of the
home well-trimmed.
• Actively remove dog waste from the yard.

Home Swimming Pools

Remember, permits are
required for home swimming
pools, both to ensure
individuals’ safety, and to
save money by ensuring
work is done correctly. To
obtain and submit a permit application online, visit the Village
website at www.vniles.com. In the search bar, type “Swimming
Pool Information.” There you will find all of the requirements
for installing your pool. Please contact John Montejo, Building
Inspector, at (847) 588-8067 or jpm@vniles.com for any
questions regarding the installation of a swimming pool.

Sign Regulations

Garage, Yard and Estate Sale Season is here! Please be aware
that all signage — including yard, garage, and estate sale signs
— is prohibited on public parkway areas and shall be kept
within private property. Below are some key points to keep in
mind when planning your next sale:
Garage & Yard Sales
• You must obtain a permit to have a garage sale. The permit
fee includes the cost of issuance of up to five garage sale
signs and posting of your sale in the Village’s online Garage
Sale map;
• ONLY Village-issued garage sale signs are permitted to be
used to advertise your sale;
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Garage sales are only permitted Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, between the hours
of 9:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.

Estate Sales
• A permit is not required for an estate
sale conducted by a professional estate
sale company;
• All estate sale signs have to be removed the day after the
estate sale ends;
• Estate sale signs are not to exceed six square feet in size;
• Per Village Ordinance, estate sale signs cannot be attached
to any fence, post, wall, tree, pole, or upon any other
structure in any street, highway, alley, or public place in the
Village.
For more information, please contact the Department of
Community Development at (847) 588-8040 or visit www.
vniles.com/832/Garage-Sale-Permits.

Administration Department

Airport Noise Heard Over Niles

A permanent noise monitor has been installed in the Oakton
Manor neighborhood along Keeney between Wisner and
Washington. This is important, as over time the Village will
be able to determine with statistics how much airplane noise
affects the central area of Niles.
O’Hare Facts
• Due to the pandemic, O’Hare’s operations were cut by more
than half. Now that the country is beginning to open up
again, there are more flights at O’Hare than there have been
in over a year. This will cause an uptick in noticeable noise.
• One of the main long runways that is used for larger
airplanes has been closed for construction. Because of this
temporary shutdown, the airport is having more flights use
a runway that increases the traffic and noise over Niles.
This temporary situation will end in October when runway
reconstruction is completed causing fewer flights and less
noise over Niles.
• During certain times of the year, often spring, cold fronts
constantly move through Chicago. Every time a cold front
comes through, the winds shift to the east/northeast causing
more take-off flights over Niles, increasing noise. This
changes and noise is reduced as spring settles into summer
and more southerly winds increase.
For more information, please visit www.vniles.com/1135/
OHare-Modernization-Program.
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Niles Fire Department

Station #2 8360 W. Dempster Street - (847) 588-6800

“Be Alarmed” Smoke Alarm
Installation Program

The Niles Fire Department is installing smoke
alarms in homes in accordance with the IL State
Fire Alliance’s “Be Alarmed” Smoke Alarm
Installation Program. This program provides residents with
ten-year, sealed battery smoke alarms free of charge. The smoke
alarms are installed by NFD Firefighters who also provide
a variety of home fire safety information and resources. To
learn more about this program and to see if you qualify, please
contact District Chief Guerino at srg@vniles.com.
Starting January 1, 2023 all single- and multi-family homes will
be required to replace any smoke alarms containing removable
batteries to those containing a ten-year sealed battery. For
more information regarding the upcoming New Illinois Smoke
Alarm Law, please visit the Illinois Fire Safety
Alliance at www.ifsa.org/smoke-alarm-law.

Barbeque Safety

No matter whether you use a propane or a
charcoal grill, your grill should only be
used outdoors. In addition, please keep
your grill away from your home, deck
railings, and out from underneath the
eaves. Never leave your grill unattended and please ensure that
children stay at least three feet away from the grill at all times.
If you’re using a charcoal grill, please wait until the coals have
cooled completely before moving them to a separate, dedicated
metal container.

Citizens Fire Academy

The Niles Fire Department
is proud to announce
its third annual Citizens
Fire Academy, tentatively
scheduled to take place
beginning in late August.
Some of the topics covered
include Fire Department
operations, familiarization
and proper use of personal
protective equipment (PPE),
engine and truck operations, emergency medical services
(EMS), vehicle extrication, and more. Classes will meet one
evening per week for nine weeks and include a plethora of handson instruction. The program will even teach the skills necessary
to participate in a live fire scenario! Spots will be limited, so
interested applicants, ages 21 and over, are encouraged to apply
early. For more information about this year’s Citizens Fire
Academy, please contact District Chief Guerino at (847) 5886806 or by email at srg@vniles.com.
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Niles Police Department
7000 W. Touhy Avenue - (847) 588-6500

Summer Pet Safety

The summer months are upon us, and this is the time of year
when the Niles Police Department receives the most calls for
stray pets. Now is a good time to make sure your fence and
gate are secure and that there are no weak points or openings
that your pet might be able to slip through. When not on your
property, make sure your dog (or cat!) is properly controlled
on a 6-foot leash as required by Niles ordinances. Yes, cats can
be leash-trained too! In addition to leash-training your cat,
there are outdoor playpens on the market to let your cat safely
experience the outdoors. Another idea is if you or someone
you know is looking for a fun construction project, look into
building your cat a “catio” (a patio for cats)!
Another common call during the summer months is for dogs
left behind in vehicles. On a 75-degree day, a car’s internal
temperature can reach 100 degrees in just 10 minutes, and
cracking the windows to your car offers little to no relief. Dogs
can quickly become overheated and go into heatstroke, which
is a very serious and life-threatening condition. Please always
consider leaving your dogs at home instead of in your car
unattended.

FIREWORK
SAFETY
1. Obey local laws. If fireworks are not legal
where you live, please don’t use them!
2. Leave it to the professionals — if you want
to see fireworks, go to a public show.
3. Keep a close eye on children at events or
areas where fireworks are present.
4. Never allow children to hold or play with
fireworks — even sparklers!

See the back cover for summer bike
safety information from the Niles Police
Department!
Social Media
Visit the Niles Fire Department and
Niles Police Department on Facebook!
Like our pages for updates about our
work in the community, as well as
important safety tips.
The Niles Police Department is also
active on Twitter, @Nilespdil.
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Golf Mill Mall

The Sterling Organization, owner of Golf Mill Mall, has
examined a variety of concept site plans for Golf Mill Mall.
The Village received a draft housing market feasibility analysis
prepared by a consultant for the Sterling Organization. The
draft report indicated there is sufficient market support for
apartments and townhouses at Golf Mill Mall. Further, during
the last week in March, Chick-fil-A broke ground and started
construction on their new
unit at 8575 W. Golf Road
in front of Golf Mill Mall.
It is expected to open in
September.
Burlington,
which will be filling the
vacant former Kohl’s space,
has completed some façade
changes, and is undertaking
Above: Chick-fil-A is building a
interior improvements.
second location in Niles.

Meijer

Economic Development staff has been working with a new
grocery store on their negotiations with the owners of the
vacant former Meijer store at 9000 W. Golf Road. The grocer
prepared a letter of intent to lease the former Meijer space. The
grocery operation would like to lease the entire 104,000-squarefoot store. There are no definitive plans, but the Village is
hopeful the property will be returned to a productive sales-taxproducing use.

Byline Bank

Brokers representing the properties adjacent to the Villageowned former Byline Bank site are marketing the property
for a master-planned, mixed-use residential development
with ground floor retail space. Economic Development staff
has been working closely with the brokerage team and has
contacted several mixed-use developers regarding the site.

Small Business Recovery Loan Program

Funds are still available for eligible restaurants in the Village’s
Small Business Recovery Loan Assistance Program. The Village
Board of Trustees approved funds for the program in response
to the COVID-19 pandemic as a proactive measure to assist
restaurants in recovery. Restaurants are a vital part of the local
economy, and federal and state programs may not be enough
to sustain business during this unprecedented time. The Small
Business Recovery Loan program provides interest-free loans in
amounts between $10,000 and $25,000 to qualified restaurants.
Terms and conditions apply. The program is in partnership with

Wintrust Bank, who has facilitated the loan and payments.For
more information, visit: www.vniles.com/smallbusiness. If you
have any questions or want to discuss, reach out to Economic
Development Director John Melaniphy at (847) 588-8074 or
jcm@vniles.com.

Starbucks

Planning continues to progress on a proposed 4,781-square-foot
retail building with a drive-thru to be anchored by Starbucks
Coffee at the southwest corner of Milwaukee and Oakton in
front of the Jewel-Osco. The plan includes a 2,200-square-foot
Starbucks and two additional 1,200-square-foot retail spaces.
No tenants have been announced for the additional retail
spaces. The developer is Philips Edison, the owner of the Oak
Mill Mall shopping center.

dd’s Discount

A new dd’s Discount store is planned at Pointe Plaza in the
former Babies“R”Us space at 5650 W. Touhy Avenue. The new
store should open later this summer. Community Development
staff approved the plans to update the former Babies“R”Us
space.

Take 5 Oil Change

Progress continues on the planned Take 5 Oil Change facility
on the northwest corner of Milwaukee Avenue and Golf Road,
including demolition of the vacant former Nicky’s Bar. There
was also a vacant former retail building that was anchored by
Firehouse Subs. The redevelopment of this site will eliminate
blighted conditions and transform it back to productive use.

YMCA

Following the closure of
the Leaning Tower YMCA
in June 2020, the YMCA
of Metropolitan Chicago is
taking the difficult next step
of permanently closing the
remaining housing operations
Above: The YMCA residential
building at the Leaning Tower
at the facility (pictured here),
site will close this fall.
to be completed by September
30, 2021. The YMCA has noted that the costs of maintaining
the aging residential building are unsustainable. The YMCA
assured the Village they are committed to helping their current
residents secure comparable alternative housing that meets
their needs and budget. The YMCA retained a Chicago-based
housing relocation consulting firm to assist residents during
the relocation process.

John C. Melaniphy • Director of Economic Development • (847) 588-8074 • jcm@vniles.com
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Niles Public Works

6849 W. Touhy Avenue - (847) 588-7900

Fire Hydrant Painting

Fire hydrants will be painted this year in
the following neighborhoods: Grennan
Heights, The Terrace, Chesterfield,
Evergreen Estates and Jonquil Terrace.
Hydrant painting is not just for aesthetics,
but to inform the Niles Fire Department
of the flow rate of each hydrant. Each
hydrant cap is painted a different color to
relay this important information to the
Niles Fire Department when responding
to a fire.

Parkway Trees

The Village of Niles will be planting trees this November. If
you would like a FREE tree for your parkway, please contact
the Village Forester at (847) 588-7900. Trees help reduce
stormwater runoff, increase property value, reduce cooling
costs, and recent studies have shown that tree-lined streets
cause a perceived narrowing effect that reduces motor vehicle
speed.

Niles Construction Corner
Greenwood Stormwater Basin
Competitive bids were received for the project, and
the IEPA Loan application is in process in Springfield.
Construction would start following both Board of
Trustees and IEPA loan approval.
Milwaukee Avenue and Waukegan Road Street Lighting
Replacement
The telecommunications fiber installation is 100%
complete within the side street areas of town. The
work remaining will take place on the State routes of
Milwaukee Avenue and Waukegan Road. Foundation
and conduit work has been visible throughout the
spring, with work continuing throughout the Summer
and Fall. Weather permitting, project completion is
projected for December 2021.
2021 Street Paving Program
Final design of the street paving program is complete
and the project is expected to go out to bid and
contract awarded soon. The base scope of work
includes Lexington and Concord Lanes in the Bunker Hill
Estates neighborhood, Kirk Drive from Oriole Avenue
to Mulford Street, the alley west of Oketo Avenue and
north of Monroe Street, the alley north of Oakton Street
and west of Milwaukee, and the alley south of Chase
and west of Neva Avenue. Additional locations may be
added based on the availability of funding.
Howard Street Roadway Rehabilitation
The new lighting system is complete. Howard Street
between Waukegan Road and Milwaukee Avenue
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View the Niles Water Quality Report

Please go to www.vniles.com/CCR2021 to view your 2021
Annual Water Quality Report. This report contains important
information about the source and quality of your drinking
water during 2020. To obtain a paper copy of the report, please
call (847) 588-7900.

Do Not Attach Bird/Squirrel Houses or Swings to
Parkway Trees

Attaching swings and bird/squirrel houses to trees can actually
be harmful to a tree. For example, screws and nails can reduce
the tree’s ability to defend against fungus and increase rot and
decay in an arm or trunk. These issues become a liability and
a safety concern for the public walking underneath a parkway
tree. Swings themselves become hazards when attached to
a limb that cannot support the weight. Not only are these
practices improper, they violate Village ordinances, and can
result in fines being issued to residents in the amount of $100
per inch diameter of the tree at breast height. Niles Public
Works will be out and enforcing this ordinance. For more
information please contact the Village Forester at (847) 5887900.
has been milled and finished pavement should be
completed by mid to late June, weather permitting. The
contractor expects to have the project substantially
complete by July 2021. Portions of the final landscape
restoration will take place during the fall 2021 planting
season.
Milwaukee Avenue Streetscape
IDOT awarded the contract for the Phase V Streetscape
construction project for work from Howard Street to
Jonquil Terrace. Water and sewer work will begin the
week of May 10. Pavement removal will be completed
in two phases (north and south) in order to maintain
access to local businesses. Weather permitting, the
expected project completion is late summer 2021.
Culver School/Nordica Street Pedestrian Safety
Improvement
The project contract was awarded in March, and the
groundbreaking will be coordinated with School District
71. Construction will be completed by the start of Fall
2021 School Year.
Ballard Culvert
IDOT is reconstructing the culvert at Ballard Road
located between 8950 & 9000 N. Greenwood Avenue.
IDOT is planning to stage construction of the culvert
with reduced lanes and widths on Ballard Road at this
location. Staged construction began in early May and is
scheduled to end in October 2021. Following the culvert
replacement, Ballard road will be resurfaced from Rand
Road to Greenwood Avenue. Drivers should reduce
speed, allow extra time, and use caution in this area, or
seek alternate routes.

(Public Works continued)
Tree Trimming

Tree trimming is taking place this year
in Trim Zone 1. For more information,
please contact the Village Forester at
(847) 588-7900.

Niles and the National
Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES)

Stormwater, the runoff water from
rain and snowmelt, is one of the most
difficult sources of water pollution to control. Stormwater picks
up pollutants from developed land and carries these pollutants
to our rivers and the lake. Stormwater pollutants include litter,
bacteria, and chemicals such as fertilizer from lawns and oil
from cars. The Village of Niles is required to comply with the
NPDES Phase II Permit that applies to storm water discharges
from storm sewers and drainage ways within the Village’s
jurisdiction. Each year, in order to meet and exceed our
established measurable goals and remain in compliance with

Water

the permit, Niles Public Works Department performs many
activities that are critical to keeping stormwater clean. Some of
the 2020-2021 highlights include:
• Distributed brochures regarding stormwater and
stormwater pollution;
• Approved the Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP)
(available for viewing at https://www.vniles.com/175/
NPDES-MS4-CSO);
• Held several Stormwater Commisson meetings;
• Performed 39 Erosion Control Inspections of construction
sites;
• Performed inspection of major storm water detention/
retention facilities in the Village;
• Performed dry-weather and wet-weather inspection of 23
outfalls;
• Cleaned 574 catch basins and structures;
• Cleaned 4,740 feet of storm sewer main;
• Swept approximately 4,079 miles of curb;
Niles’ Public Works Department will continue to make progress
towards achieving the statutory goal of reducing the discharge
of pollutants to the maximum extent practicable.

Keeping it “Green” in Niles

Conservation: Conserving water not only
saves money, it also preserves the environment. Water
conservation is important to keep in mind throughout the
year, but especially in the summer months while spending
more time outside to garden and maintain lawns. The Village
requires residents to apply for a permit (contact Community
Development at (847) 588-8040) to install a lawn irrigation
or sprinkler system, and irrigation systems require a U.S. EPA
WaterSense labeled controller. Lawn irrigation systems and
sprinklers are not permitted between the hours of 12:00 P.M.
and 6:00 P.M. Watering during the early hours of the morning
is most efficient, as minimal winds and cool temperatures
allow grass to fully absorb water before the sun rises.

Tree Talk: Are you curious why municipalities often encourage residents to plant trees? It is because
they provide a multitude of benefits to the environment and to residents! On a large scale, trees improve
air quality and lower greenhouse gas emissions. They also improve water quality and reduce runoff by
absorbing and filtering rainwater. On a local level, trees boost the aesthetic of homes, making Niles a
more desirable place to live. Simultaneously, they serve as a home for many species in nature. Trees
contribute to human lives on an individual level too. They conserve energy by shading homes and
buildings, which can add up to an average savings of $100-$250 per household every year.
Niles Spring Clean Up Event: Over 80 volunteers and Niles staff

participated in the Spring Clean Up event on Saturday, April 24, 2021
to complete various projects around Niles. Participants mulched trees,
picked up litter, weeded, gardened and painted. Thanks to everyone’s
efforts as a community, volunteers built a shed at the Farm on Franks
community garden, filled over 90 bags of garbage, mulched 120 trees,
painted birdhouses and moved dirt for 11 garden beds at the Farm.
Efforts like these efforts help keep Niles clean and beautiful! At right: A

young volunteer at the Spring Clean Up event.
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Niles Mini Golf and
Batting Cages

(847) 588-6900
Remodeled. Rebranded. Reopened!

The Niles Teen Center has reopened with
new renovations and a new logo! The
logo has a distinct shape that will stand
out on apparel, signage, and more, and
help draw in even more interest in the
center. The final design was decided by a
variety of stakeholders including several
Village Trustees, department directors,
and teenagers in the community.

Teen Center “On the Go”

Niles Teen Center is coming to a park
near you! Teen Center staff will be
visiting local Niles parks and recreational
facilities throughout the summer. They
will have games, activities, raffles,
giveaways, and prizes to win!

Be on the lookout to join the
Teen Center as they travel to
the Niles Park District’s Pioneer Park
this summer for afternoons full of fun,
including two games of mini-golf and
open batting cages. The group will meet
at the Teen Center and ride the Free Bus
to Pioneer Park, and ride the bus back to
Golf Mill. The cost will be $5 per student.
Dates and times will be posted online.

Niles Community Youth Crew

The Niles Community Youth Crew is
reviving an intergenerational outreach
in the Village, pairing 6th–12th grade
students with senior citizens who need
help with simple tasks and projects.
Projects include light yard work, raking
leaves, technology assistance, Niles
cleanup days, assisting seniors with trash
five meals per participant. Scheduled
pickups take place every Wednesday
between 10:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M. RSVP
by 9:00 A.M. every Tuesday by calling the
Niles Senior Center at (847) 588-8420.
A donation of $2.00 per meal is greatly
appreciated.

(847) 588-8420
Matter of Balance

Mondays, June 7–August 2 • 2:30 P.M.
$5 Members/$7.50 Non-Members
Chances are you know someone who
has fallen or who is afraid of falling. A
Matter of Balance is a proven program
designed to help people manage concerns
about falls and increase physical activity.
Conducted in eight weekly sessions,
the program uses group discussion,
problem-solving strategies, videos, and
gentle physical exercise. Participants will
learn positive coping methods to reduce
the fear of falling and remain active and
independent. The fee covers a snack each
week.

Lunch With Us

The Niles Senior Center has teamed up
with Center of Concern to offer nutritious
lunches available for curbside pickup
every Wednesday. Each pickup contains
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Community Garden Rocks at
Farm on Franks

Saturday, July 17 • 9:00 A.M.–11:00 A.M.
Calling all artists! The Niles Senior
Center is looking to add color, kindness
and joy to the boulders that surround
Farm on Franks. This will be a spinoff of Niles Senior Center’s “Kindness
Rocks” program. Open to all ages. Please
contact Jaymi at (847) 588-8434 if you’re
interested in volunteering for this event.

Men’s & Women’s Golf League

Registration Required
Join us every other Wednesday morning
at Tam golf course to join your fellow Niles
Senior Center members for a round of golf.

Wednesday Night Movies

Niles Senior Center Wednesday night
movies are back throughout the
summer! Call (847) 588-8420 for a list
of the upcoming movies. Registration is
required.

cans, and being pen pals with seniors.
Students are giving back to the Niles
community in significant ways.

New Acrylics Class

Tuesdays, July 6–August 31
1:00 P.M.–3:00 P.M.
$12 Members/$17 Non-Members each class
Instructor Debi Gajewski
Debi is referred to as the wonderful
wizard of art. She is an acrylic art teacher,
a teacher for Deco Art Paints, President of
the Niles Artisan Guild and is on the Niles
Arts and Culture Council. The paints
and canvas will be provided, but please
bring
your
own acrylic
brushes for
each class.
Pictured here:
Artwork
by Debi
Gajewski.

Grease Lightning Dance

Wednesday, July 14 • 5:30 P.M.
$3.00
Come get your Grease Lightning groove
on with Evangeline, a former Chicago
Bulls Luvabull! Evangeline grew up
taking dance classes in Niles and Park
Ridge, and she can’t wait to dance with
Senior Center members. Enjoy a glass of
wine and snacks after you get your groove
on.

Community Events and News
Memorial Day

Independence Day (Observed)

Monday, May 31
Village facilities are closed.
Garbage collections are delayed by
one day this week.

Monday, July 5
Village facilities are closed (Niles
Family Fitness Center opens at 8:00
A.M.)
Garbage collections are delayed by
one day this week.

Document Destruction and
Electronics Recycling

Taste of Niles

Saturday, June 26
9:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M.
Niles Public Works
6849 W. Touhy Avenue
(847) 588-7900

Independence Day Parade

Sunday, July 4
8:45 A.M.
Step Off at Notre Dame College Prep
Please note: The Niles Park District’s
annual post-parade event has been
canceled for 2021. For information on
the parade, visit vniles.com, or call
(847) 588-8010.

District 63
Kindergarten
Registration

Residents of East Maine
School District 63: Will
your child be five years old
on or before September
1, 2021? If so, it’s time
to register for full-day
kindergarten! Registration
for the 2021-2022 school
year is now open online; visit
www.emsd63.org and look
for the announcement titled
“2021-2022 Registration” to
get started.

Saturday, August 14
12:00 P.M.–8:00 P.M.
Notre Dame High School Parking Lot
7655 W. Dempster Street (at Ozark
Avenue)
Presented by the Niles Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

FM Radio Festival Polonaise

Friday, August 20–Sunday, August 22
Golf Mill Shopping Center/
Golf Mill Park

New Event:
Taste of Niles

Niles
Chamber
of Commerce &
Industry looks forward
to
hosting Taste of Niles on
August 14 from 12:00 P.M.–8:00
P.M. This community celebration
will take place at Notre Dame
College Prep (southeast corner
of Ozark Avenue and Dempster
Street) and will feature music
and food offerings from the Niles
area and beyond! Embrace the
opportunity to gather safely out of
doors and join the Niles Chamber
of Commerce and Industry to
support local restaurants!

Niles-Maine District
Library Events
All events are free, with
advance registration
required. Visit www.
nileslibrary.org.

Wonder Ground at NICO Park
Thursdays in June and July,
4:00–4:30 P.M.
Grades K–4 with caregiver
Niles-Maine District Library
6960 W. Oakton Street
Rainbow Pride Bracelets
Friday, June 4, 4:00-5:00 P.M.
Grades 7-12
Niles-Maine District Library Online
www.nileslibrary.org
Introduction to 3D Printing
Tuesday, June 29, 5:30-7:00 P.M.
Niles-Maine District Library Online
www.nileslibrary.org
An Evening with Casey McQuiston
Wednesday, July 14, 7:00–8:00 P.M.
Niles-Maine District Library Online
www.nileslibrary.org
Literary Cocktails
Tuesday, July 27, 6:00–7:00 P.M.
Niles-Maine District Library Online
www.nileslibrary.org
Connect with Family and Friends
Online!
The Niles-Maine District Library is now
offering Tablet and Hotspot Kits for
Niles-Maine seniors. The kits include
either an iPad or Samsung tablet and a
hotspot with Internet access. Kits can
be checked out for 3 weeks to NilesMaine cardholders. Call (847) 6636606 to reserve the technology or for
more information.

Dollars for Scholars Winners

Niles Chamber Dollars for Scholars is proud to announce the 2021 scholarship
winners: Sydney Schroeder (far right), a Niles Resident who attends Niles West
High School; and Claire Hershenhouse (near right), who attends Glenbrook
South High School and is the daughter of a Bradford Exchange Employee.
If you are interested in supporting the Scholarship Fund please call the Niles
Chamber at (847) 268-8180.
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Niles Design District Helps You “Grow Your Home”

Select member businesses in the Niles Design District are
providing special discounts and promotions to homeowners
participating in the Village’s “Grow Your Home” program,
which waives up to $5,000 in permit fees on
qualifying home expansion projects. Each
business has different offerings, which range
from percentage discounts, to refunds on
deposits, to framed renderings of their project.
Visit www.vniles.com/home-expansion.
•

4 Seasons Painting & Landscape Design

•

Better Kitchens Inc.

•

Green Home Renovation Inc.

•

Home Comfort Inc.

•

Kitchen & Bath Mart

•

Advantage Gallery

“It’s Possible Here...” to keep happy,
healthy and fit at the Niles Family
Fitness Center.

Join us this summer and
take advantage of our Three
Month Membership Special
$110 Residents
$129 Non-Residents
Expires 7/31/21
So many choices to make your
health and fitness goals possible.
Indoor aquatic center, indoor
walking track, functional training,
personal training, cardio/weight
area and group fitness classes
hosted in-studio and virtually.

1. Obey all traffic signs and signals. Be predictable to drivers.
2. Stay alert — use your ears to listen for traffic. Don’t wear
headphones.
3. Stop and look left-right-left for traffic before entering the
street. Bike riders, use your hand signals.
4. Walk on the sidewalk whenever possible, and at
crosswalks.
5. Bike riders should travel in the same direction as traffic and
ride near the curb. Pass vehicles with care.
6. Be visible, especially at night. Wear bright or reflective
clothing and gear.

Come visit us for a live and inperson tour at 987 Civic Center
Drive, or visit our website at www.
nilesfitness.com and take a virtual
tour. Please Note: As of press time,
masks must be worn at all times
and reservations are required for
lap swim and classes.
987 Civic Center Drive
www.nilesfitness.com
(847) 588-8400

VILLAGE OF NILES
ACTING VILLAGE MANAGER
Hadley Skeffington-Vos
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MAYOR
George D. Alpogianis

TRUSTEES
John C. Jekot, Joe LoVerde, Danette O’Donovan Matyas,
Denise M. McCreery, Craig Niedermaier, Dean Strzelecki

VILLAGE CLERK
Marlene J. Victorine

