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A Message from Mayor Przybylo
Greetings Niles Residents and
Business Owners:
When you are reading this, my
final contribution to our quarterly
Niles ‘Focus’ newsletter, we all have
been through one of the worst years
imaginable due to the Covid-19
pandemic. Perhaps the worst is over,
but I will not yet bet on it. Through the
spring and summer months, we must
all wear our masks, social distance and
get vaccinated as soon as possible.
For twenty-four years, I served as a Village Trustee and for the
last eight years as your Mayor. As Trustee and in my first year as
Mayor, I tried to implement the vision that I learned from my
mentor Mayor Nick Blase, namely — Keep Property Taxes Low
and Village Services Great. Soon I came to realize that our Village
needed more.
First and foremost what Niles needed was to replace diminishing
sales tax revenue so as to maintain great services at a time when
labor costs are consistently going up. To that end, I created the
E.D.N.R—Economic Development & Neighborhood Renewal
Commission. Further, we created five new Tax Increment
Finance Districts—T.I.F. Districts, such that greater property
tax assessments could be banked and used for new development
incentives. The first such T.I.F. District created was the Gross
Point-Touhy T.I.F. District, which is 80 acres of blighted or
obsolete property, primed for a Rosemont-like entertainment
district with our beautiful newly restored Leaning Tower of Niles
as the economic driver.
As stated above, we sought to grow our economy, meaning new
and greater property taxes along with new retail sales tax through
redevelopment. But that was but just one side of the coin. New
revenue could not be eaten up by ever increasing and sometimes
inefficient labor. To that end, I knew that private business
practices must be made to bear in the running of our government.
Thus, we held back the number of full-time employees to a level
established in 2010 while at the same time negotiating tough
contracts with our labor unions. I insisted that the government
establish Performance Management measures so that a metric
is established to hold accountable the productivity of our labor
force. Finally, we purchased time clocks so that ALL employees
are held accountable for time on the job.

Trustees. I digress here to say that it’s a
pity that currently the Board of Trustees
has taken back total control of the Board
of Ethics and perhaps why one individual is now calling for a
publicly elected Board of Ethics. Also, I established through the
I.T. (Information Technology) Department and the General
Government staff a program wherein once per year each employee
must complete an online computer program that teaches and tests
employees for good ethical practices.
Finally on Good Governance, I created the standing committees
of the Board of Trustees such that each Trustee is the Committee
Chairman representing the six initiatives of all Village
departments. I felt that each Trustee has much to offer, although
the Trustees currently exercise all of their new authority without
Mayoral oversight—that is guidance by me, a Mayor who served
for 24 years as a Trustee.
On a lighter side, but none the less as important as anything
written above, were my initiatives to build a sense of community in
Niles. I developed a vigorous neighborhood Block Party program,
the Veteran’s Key to the Village initiative, standardized garage
sale signs, the Good Neighbor remediation program, aggressive
animal control action, protection of our seniors from crime with
the Police Department “S.C.R.A.M.” program — Senior Crime
Reduction Awareness Measures — and the Neighborhood Street
Calming program. Because Niles lacked a downtown center,
we also wanted to bring folks together by way of neighborhood
naming, so we named our distinctive neighborhoods and placed
identifier signs. Last, but not least, is the Holly Jolly Fest Christmas
tree lighting with fireworks, which is an annual favorite for people
of all ages.
I would be remiss if I didn’t bring up the great job done by Public
Works and the Village Manager’s office related to infrastructure
rebuilding. For example, the many miles of water mains that
have been replaced, the Howard Street rebuilding which is near
completion, and the construction of the new water line delivering
less-costly water from Evanston. The Stormwater Commission at
my urging started the Tier One flood control program early so that
now Tier Two and Three flood control may rush to completion,
thus saving hundreds of homes from flooded basements.
In closing, I would like to thank all residents of Niles for
allowing me to be your Mayor. I hope that I measured up to your
expectations. To those that I may have disappointed, I apologize
as it was not my intent to fall short. Finally, if at times my persona
was gruff and offensive, please understand that that side of me was
born from the fact that I became extremely frustrated that I was
not able to serve longer to complete my initiatives.

Good Governance is the concept that all employees and elected
officials are held to a high standard commensurate with pride in
Best wishes to all for a Healthy and Happy Niles.
public service. Early on, I de-politicized the Board of Ethics by
taking control of it away from the Board of Trustees and into the
capable hands of the Village Attorney, an Independent Inspector
General (who must be an attorney at law) and finally a Board of
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Andrew Przybylo, Mayor
Ethics, nominated by the Mayor and
approved by the Board
of
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From the Village Clerk

Marlene Victorine, Village Clerk - (847) 588-8003

CONSOLIDATED ELECTION
Tuesday, April 6, 2021

Early Voting at Village Hall
(March 22–April 5)
• Monday through Saturday:
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

On the Ballot - Village Offices
• Village President (Mayor), four-year term

• Sundays: 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

• Three (3) Village Trustees, four-year terms

Vote by Mail

Register to Vote

Any registered suburban Cook County voter
may request a mail ballot application online
at www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/agency/vote-mail or
contact the Village Clerk’s office.

• Online www.ova.elections.il.gov by March 21
through the Illinois Board of Elections (you will
need an Illinois driver’s license or state ID)
• At any Early Voting site and on Election Day;
however, you must vote at the same time.

Election Day
Vote at your assigned polling place from 6:00 A.M. to 7:00
P.M. Village Hall is NOT an Election Day polling place.

Verify your voter information, find your polling
place, see your sample ballot, check on your mail
ballot status and find information on working on
Election Day as a paid Election Judge at
www.cookcountyclerk.com/elections.

Political Signs
View a brochure about the Village’s “Political
Sign Guidelines” at www.vniles.com/vote.

Finance Department Utility Billing Notice

To better serve you, the Village of Niles will be launching a new,
redesigned utility billing program in early 2021. The utility bill
will have a new look and changes that will benefit residents.
The fresh design includes a chart to help you better understand
your water usage habits. Also, coming soon, the new system
will allow residents to sign up for paperless billing and will add
more payment options for your convenience.

Visit www.vniles.com/onlinebillpay.
NEW: Village Hall now has a drive-up drop
box for payments! It is located next to
the Village of Niles flag pole (see map).
With the new drop box, you can avoid the
weather, save time, and maintain social
distancing when dropping off your utility
bills or vehicle sticker renewals.
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Going “Green” in Niles

The Village of Niles has established itself as a
committed partner to improving the environment
and encouraging sustainable practices. The Village
recognizes the importance of government, residents
and businesses working together to reach ambitious
goals of environmental sustainability.

in the garbage until they are well. Never put gloves,
masks or PPE in the recycling cart. Please bag and tie
any contaminated items and place them in your garbage
cart. When everyone in your household is healthy, please
follow the standard curbside recycling guidelines. Visit
SWANCC.org for more recycling resources.

Electronics Recycling Event March 13
Arbor Day at Nelson School

Arbor Day is a national holiday on which individuals are
encouraged to plant trees. Trees purify our air, protect
drinking water, and create healthy communities. Nelson
Elementary School is celebrating Arbor Day on April
30 at 1:00 P.M. Residents are invited to attend the event
virtually. More details will be posted on the Village of
Niles Facebook page closer to the date.

Reasons to Plant Milkweed in
Your Yard This Spring

Need an easy way to spruce up some
areas on your property? Native
milkweeds are a great option!
Milkweeds (pictured here) need full sun and some
watering in the first few years of life, but the plant is
generally low maintenance and grows back each year. It is
a great plant for alleys and open areas where you may not
be planting any greens anyway. There are several different
species of native milkweeds with varied soil and moisture
requirements, so it is important to get a species which is
right for your space. Check out the University of Illinois
Extension website at extension.illinois.edu to find a
native variety for your space. Milkweed and other native
species play an essential supporting role for pollinators,
like bees and butterflies, which help produce $40 billion
worth of products annually that humans rely on to
survive! The Village of Niles encourages residents to plant
a pollinator garden this spring! For more information,
go to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service website
fws.gov, or check out the Village’s Pollinator Garden and
informational sign at 7087 Franks Avenue.

How to Properly Recycle During the Pandemic

Believe it or not, the Covid-19 pandemic has affected
the recycling process. For the health and safety of Groot
employees, residents who are exhibiting Covid symptoms
or have tested positive should dispose of their recycling

4

On Saturday, March 13, visit Public Works for an
E-recycling event. From 9:00 A.M. to noon, Niles residents
are welcome to dispose of their electronics at Niles Public
Works, 6849 W. Touhy Avenue. Below is a list of accepted
items. This collection is for Niles residents only. IDs will
be checked through a closed car window. Residents must
remain in their vehicle and wear a mask at all times. Please
contact (847) 588-7900 for more information.
• Mp3 Players
• Cable Receivers
• Portable Digital
• Cell Phones
Assistants (PDAs)
• Computer Cables
• Satellite Receivers
• Computer Monitors
• Scanners
• Computers (Desktop,
• Televisions
Notebook, Tablet)
• Video Game Consoles
• Converter Boxes
• Video Recorders/
• Desktop Printers
Players
• Fax Machines
• Zip Drives
• Mice or Keyboards

Birdhouse Project for Farm on Franks

Niles partnered with The Home Depot to offer birdhouse
kits to residents for assembling and decorating. Decorated
birdhouses will be hung up at the community garden, Farm
on Franks at 7087 Franks Avenue, during the month of
March. Come check them out! Village
staff are grateful to local businesses like
The Home Depot for their continued
support of town beautification efforts
and sustainability initiatives, and the
creative residents who committed
time and effort to these beautiful
birdhouses.
Pictured here: A birdhouse created by artist
Carol Luc.

Still interested in growing at the Farm on Franks this
year? Plot rentals for 2021 are almost gone!
Visit vniles.com/farmonfranks or call (847) 588-8010
by March 15 to apply for any remaining plots.

March 2021 Covid-19 Updates
Testing

Access to Covid-19 testing has improved
over time and is a critical component to
mitigating further spread of this disease. For
testing information, visit:
dph.illinois.gov/covid19/covid-19-testingsites

Support Local Businesses

As we progress through the phases and tiers
of the Restore Illinois plan and life begins
to feel more “normal,” many businesses are
still hurting due to reduced customer traffic
and sales. It is still critical to support local
businesses.
There are many ways to shop local, even
while maintaining social distancing: Choose
curbside pickup, order dinner to go, use
delivery services, or buy a gift card to use in
the future.
Please support your community by
supporting local businesses. Click the link
for “Supporting Local Restaurants and
Businesses” found at:
vniles.com/covid19

Covid Care Packages

The Niles Senior Center, through a grant
received by the Center of Concern, recently
put together over 600 care packages for
local seniors. The packages included items
such as toilet paper, hand sanitizer, cleaning
supplies, and face masks.
Below left: Completed “Covid Care
Packages” ready to be delivered. Below
right: Families and kids joined the effort and
prepared “Covid Care Packages” from home.

Here are a few basic things you
should know about the pandemic.
Rave Alert

Health Tips

The Village occasionally
sends out emergency
notifications through
its “Rave Alert”
system. Even if you
have automatically
been receiving these
notifications, you should
register to ensure your
information is kept up
to date:
vniles.com/alert

• Wash your hands
often, for at least
20 seconds
• Stay 6 feet apart
from others
• Avoid crowds
• Wear a face
covering in public
The CDC has new
recommendations for
how to improve your
mask! Visit:
cdc.gov

View the latest Village updates
anytime at vniles.com/covid-19.
Vaccine

The Cook County Department of Public Health
oversees the vaccination efforts in our area. For
information and to register for an appointment, visit:
vaccine.cookcountyil.gov
or call (833) 308-1988.
The Village of Niles and the Niles Senior Center
cannot administer the vaccine to the public.
Seniors who need assistance navigating the website
or hotline can call the Senior Center at (847) 5888420.
Vaccinations may also be available at local
pharmacies or healthcare providers. Supplies are
extremely limited and eligibility is restricted in
phases.
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Niles Public Works
(847) 588-7900

Watch for FOG, Avoid the Clog

FOG is short for Fats, Oils and Grease. Kitchen waste
containing fats, oils and grease, as well as water that has been
used to wash cooking equipment, contain waste FOG. When
waste FOG is poured down your sink, grease sticks to the
inside of sewer pipes where it cools and solidifies. Over time,
this layer continues to congeal and build up which results in
restriction and even clogging of the wastewater flow.
As these “fatbergs” begin to clog the sewer lines, layers of other
non-disposable items (like wet wipes) collect with the fat,
resulting in sewer blockages and overflows.
Common cooking FOG includes:
• Any type of cooking oil (such as extra virgin olive oil,
coconut oil, canola oil, vegetable oil, etc)
• Salad dressings
• Bacon grease
• Meat fat
• Shortening
• Butter
• Sauces
• Dairy products
What You Can Do:
The easiest way to solve the grease problem is to keep this
material out of the sewer system.
• Never pour grease or oil down any drain, including your
toilet;
• Pour grease into a can or
jar that can be thrown
away when it cools;
• Use disposable towels
to wipe fats, oils and
grease from pots, pans
and dishware prior to
dishwashing;
• Put food waste directly
into the trash. Scrape food scraps from pans and plates
into the trash for disposal;
• Put strainers in sink drains to catch food scraps and
other solids… empty them into the trash.
Ignoring these easy steps could result in a grease blockage in
your plumbing system, which can be expensive to remedy.
Backed up or overflowing sinks and toilets are a possible result
— which is messy, unsanitary, and could damage your home.

Hydrant Flushing

The Niles Public Works Department performs Village-wide
hydrant flushing each year. This procedure clears sediment
from the water distribution pipes and helps maintain water
quality. Signs will be posted in the neighborhoods to alert
residents when flushing will occur in that area. Please drive
carefully if you observe flushing crews working in your area.
During hydrant flushing, it is possible that temporary
discoloration will appear in your home’s water due to loosened
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iron, sediment or air bubbles. Residents should refrain from
washing laundry or using a dishwashing machine when
flushing is occurring in or near their neighborhood, as the
temporarily discolored water may cause staining. Also, a more
pronounced chlorine taste or odor in the water may be noticed
just after flushing.
When flushing is completed, it is recommended to run the
cold water taps until the water appears clear prior to use. This
will help clear out any sediment and air bubbles that may
have entered the water lines inside the home. Any increased
chlorine taste and odors will dissipate after a few hours. If water
pressure seems low, check faucet screens for trapped particles.
Please contact the Niles Public Works Department with any
questions or concerns at (847) 588-7900.

Please, Don’t Put Our Trees
In Coffins

Pictured in this photo is what
many arborists refer to as a “tree
coffin.” Many people have heard
the Village speak about volcano
mulching, but this action is far
worse. According to the University
of Florida Cooperative Extension,
mature tree roots need soil that
contains roughly 50 percent air.
Adding fill dirt too close to your
tree’s trunk and established root system can reduce the air in
the soil. Adding fill dirt around your tree incorrectly can easily
kill your tree, a slow process that may take up to seven years
before your tree actually dies.
The Village of Niles Code of Ordinances states in Sec. 106-32
Abuse and mutilation on public property:
(A) No person shall willfully damage, cut, carve, transplant
or remove a tree, attach any notice, sign or publication, or
any rope, wire, nails, or other equipment to any tree; allow
any gaseous liquid or solid substance which is harmful to
trees to come in contact with them; nor set fire or permit
any fire to burn when such fire or heat thereof will injure
any portion of any tree. The Arboricultural Specifications
and Standards of Practice Manual will serve as a guide for
tree care.
Adding landscape block around a Village of Niles parkway
tree and filling with soil that makes contact with the trunk falls
into this category. Compacted soil is a solid substance that will
suffocate a tree and eventually cause the tree to die or to fail
because of trunk rot and root suffocation. If you have one of
these surrounding your parkway tree, please remove it. The
Niles Forestry Department has seen an increase in violations
including hanging bird feeders and swings to parkway trees.
These actions are not permitted per the Village ordinance.
Fines can be issued at $100 per inch diameter breast height.
The Village of Niles Public Works will be out and enforcing
this ordinance. For more information please contact the
Village Forester at (847) 588-7900.

Tree Trimming

issues or potential flooding sources;
•
Flood depth information for an area.
Zone
There is a “FEMA Map Service Center” online at www.msc.
1
fema.gov to assist you in determining if your property is in
the floodplain. If you need help navigating this website, or if
Zone
you have any flooding or drainage problems on your property,
5
contact
the Engineering Department at (847) 588-7900. Staff
Tree Planting
Zone Zone
will be happy to assist. Elevation Certificates are available
The Village of Niles will be planting trees
3
4 at www.vniles.com.
online
this April. If you would like a FREE tree for
your parkway, please contact the Village Forester at (847) 5887900. There are many reasons why trees are beneficial to your
Niles Construction Corner
neighborhood. Trees help reduce storm water runoff, increase Milwaukee Avenue and Waukegan Road
property value, and recent studies have shown that tree-lined Street Lighting Replacement
streets cause a narrowing effect that reduces motor vehicle The fiber installation is approximately 55% compete with the
speed.
majority of the work remaining taking place on the State routes.
The street lighting design has been approved by IDOT and the
Flood Safety
• Do not walk or drive through flowing water. Six inches of Village is awaiting the final permit. Foundation and conduit
moving water can knock you off your feet. In areas where work will likely start later in the winter with work continuing
the water is not flowing, use a pole or stick to ensure that through summer. The project limits are Milwaukee Avenue from
Albion to Greenwood, and Waukegan Road from Milwaukee
the ground is still there.
• Beware of power lines and electrical wires. Electrical Avenue to Main Street.
current can travel through water. Report downed power 2021 Street Program
lines to ComEd at (800) 334-7661. Turn off your electricity Final design of the paving program is pending the Village
if your home is flooded, or call an electrician.
budget process. Check the summer ‘Focus on Niles’ for more
• Be alert for gas leaks. Use a flashlight to inspect for information on locations.
damage. Don’t smoke or use candles, lanterns or open Howard Street Roadway Rehabilitation
flames unless you know the gas has been turned off and On the Howard Street Rehabilitation Project, work continues
thoroughly aired out. If you have questions on gas, call through the winter on traffic signal and lighting work as
NICOR Gas at (888) 642-6748.
weather allows. Expect daily lane closures at the intersections
• Cleaning up water damage? Take good care of yourself. on Howard between Waukegan Road and Croname Road while
Clean everything that got wet. Wear gloves and boots. this work is completed.
Wash your hands frequently during clean up. Throw out As part of the project, a new crosswalk with
spoiled food and flooded cosmetics and medicines. Only flashing beacons was installed in late 2020 at the
use gasoline-powered machines outdoors; the carbon North Branch Trail crossing of Howard Street.
monoxide in exhaust is deadly.
Bicyclists and pedestrians should ALWAYS
stop and wait for any vehicles on Howard Street
National Flood Insurance Program
to stop BEFORE crossing the street. View more
Administered by FEMA
information and a safety video at www.vniles.com.
If you live in a floodplain or floodprone area and do not have flood
The contractor anticipates returning to roadway work in April
insurance, talk to your insurance agent.
this year. They will complete the asphalt resurfacing work
Most homeowner’s insurance policies
from just east of Waukegan Road to Milwaukee Avenue, as
do not cover damage from floods.
well as minor concrete placement at the intersections and the
Niles is part of the National Flood
installation of the curbing for the proposed bicycle path. The
Insurance Program and its residents
contractor expects to have the project substantially complete by
are able to obtain flood insurance. Remind your agent that June 2021.
Niles’ Community Rating System score of 5 entitles you up to a Milwaukee Streetscape
25% discount. If your building is located in the floodplain, the IDOT has awarded the Phase V Streetscape construction
purchase of flood insurance is mandatory if using a federally project for work from Howard Street to Jonquil Terrace.
regulated/insured lender for a loan.
Ground breaking for the work will take place in March with
As a public service, the Village will provide the following work continuing through the summer months.
information upon request:
Culver School Pedestrian Safety Improvement for Nordica
• Basic flood map information: whether a property is in or Avenue Mid-Block Crossing
out of the floodplain, and zone, base flood elevations, and This project is currently out to bid and will be considered at the
panel reference information from the Flood Insurance March Board meeting. The ground-breaking will be coordinated
Rate Map;
with School District 71. Construction will be completed by the
• Additional flood map information including floodways start of the fall 2021 school year.
and regulatory requirements for development in a Greenwood Stormwater Basin
floodway;
The project is currently out to bid and will be considered at the
• Problems not shown on the FIRM such as local drainage April Board meeting. Expect a May ground-breaking and heavy
construction lasting until December 2021.
Tree trimming is scheduled to begin
after May 1, 2021 in Trim Zone 1 (see
map). For more information please
contact the Village Forester at (847)
588-7900.
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Fire Department

(847) 588-6800 (Non-Emergency)

“Be Alarmed” Smoke Alarm Installation Program skills to respond to sudden cardiac arrest. To view our 2021
The Niles Fire Department is installing smoke alarms in
homes in accordance with the IL State Fire Alliance’s “Be
Alarmed” Smoke Alarm Installation Program. This program
provides residents with ten-year, sealed battery smoke
alarms free of charge. The smoke alarms are installed by
NFD Firefighters who also provide a variety of home fire
safety information and resources. NFD Firefighters will
take all available safety precautions when entering residents’
homes in order to prevent against the spread of Covid-19,
including the wearing of masks and gloves, and will attempt
to socially distance whenever possible. Some of the goals
of this program are to educate residents on fire prevention
methods, eliminate fire-related injuries and deaths, and to
increase the number of working smoke alarms in the home.
To learn more about this program and to see if you qualify,
please contact District Chief Guerino at srg@vniles.com.
Starting January 1, 2023 all single- and multi-family homes
will be required to replace any smoke alarms containing
removable batteries to those containing a ten-year sealed
battery. For more information regarding the upcoming New
Illinois Smoke Alarm Law, please visit the Illinois Fire Safety
Alliance at www.ifsa.org/smoke-alarm-law.

CPR Classes

Beginning in February, the NFD will once again offer CPR
certification classes for both the “Heart Saver” and the
“Healthcare Provider” levels, allowing interested students
to choose the certification that best meets their needs. The
Healthcare Provider class is designed for pre-hospital and
in-facility environments focusing on high-quality CPR in
a team setting. The “Heart Saver” class is designed for the
individual who wants to be prepared for an emergency
while babysitting, teaching, or simply in their day-to-day
life. Students will receive a certification card that is valid for
two years and will equip themselves with the knowledge and

CPR Class Schedule, please visit www.vniles.com/1258/
Community-Risk-Reduction. For more information, or to
register for a class, please contact the NFD at (847) 588-6800.

Dryer Safety:

Spring Safety Tips

Please clean your lint filter before and
after each cycle and have your dryer
vent ductwork cleaned on an annual
basis. In addition, please ensure the
outdoor dryer vent cover opens when
your dryer is running. A malfunction of
the outdoor vent cover can cause carbon
monoxide to build up inside your home.

Barbecue Safety:

No matter whether you use a propane or a charcoal grill, your
grill should only be used outdoors. In addition, please keep
your grill away from your home, deck railings, and out
from underneath the eaves. Never leave your grill
unattended and please ensure that children stay at
least three feet away from the grill at all times. If
you’re using a charcoal grill, please wait until
the coals have cooled completely before
moving them to a separate, dedicated
metal container.

Spring Cleaning Safety Reminder:

Spring cleaning is a good time to ensure the
fire extinguishers in your home are accessible,
still pressurized, and have not expired. We
recommend having a fire extinguisher on every
level of the home, including the basement. It
is also important to have a fire extinguisher in
the kitchen and the garage where flammable
materials may be stored. Please call the Niles
Fire Department at (847) 588-6800 with
questions regarding your fire extinguishers.

Social Media
Visit the Niles Fire Department and
Niles Police Department on Facebook!
Like our pages for updates about our
work in the community, as well as
important safety tips.
The Niles Police Department is also
active on Twitter, @Nilespdil.
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Police Department
(847) 588-6500 (Non-Emergency)

Are you a victim of Unemployment Insurance benefits fraud?

Here’s what you should do next:

1.) Report the fraud to the Illinois Department of Employment Security (IDES).
• Please call the Benefit Payment Control Division at 1-800-814-0513, OR
• Submit online using the Fraud Reporting Form at:
https://www2.illinois.gov/ides/Pages/Report-Identity-Theft.aspx
2.) Obtain your free credit report.
• Request your free credit reports online at www.annualcreditreport.com
and review them for other fraudulent activities.
3.) Place a freeze or fraud alert or both on your credit. Placing a freeze on your
credit report restricts access to your credit to help prevent identity theft. You
must contact ALL THREE credit bureaus:
• Equifax: Equifax.com/personal/credit-report-services OR
1-800-685-1111
• Experian: Experian.com/help OR 1-888-EXPERIAN (888-397-3742)
• Transunion: TransUnion.com/credit-help OR 1-888-909-8872

VEHICLE SAFETY
D O N ’ T L E AV E YO U R V E H I C L E U N LO C K E D
A N D U N AT T E N D E D
A P P R OAC H YO U R V E H I C L E W I T H K E YS I N
HAND
G E T I N A N D O U T O F YO U R V E H I C L E W I T H
PURPOSE
B E AWA R E O F YO U R S U R R O U N D I N G S
PA R K I N A W E L L- L I G H T E D A R E A W I T H
GOOD VISIBILITY
I F YO U S E E S O M E T H I N G S U S P I C I O U S ,
CALL 911 WITH A DESCRIPTION
B E A L E R T AT I N T E R S E C T I O N S A N D G A S
S TAT I O N S
G I V E YO U R S E L F S PAC E B E T W E E N
V E H I C L E S AT I N T E R S E C T I O N S
W H I L E D R I V I N G , K E E P YO U R D O O R S
LO C K E D A N D W I N D OWS R O L L E D U P
R E F R A I N F R O M S I T T I N G I N YO U R C A R
L I S T E N I N G TO M U S I C O R TA L K I N G O N
THE PHONE

Animal Control Corner
It’s springtime, which means it is the first baby
season of the year for our wildlife here in Niles!
And for some wildlife species, it is the only time of
the year they will have young. Raccoons, skunks,
foxes, coyotes, and deer typically only mate once
per year. Opossums and squirrels can have 1-2
litters a year, and rabbits can have up to 3 litters a
year. The best thing to do if you find yourself with a
family of wildlife on your property is to leave them
alone if possible. Most of these animals will leave
the den on their own after a few months once they
are no longer dependent on their mother. However,
if the animals have somehow made themselves a
den in a dangerous or undesirable location, it is
recommended to try deterrent methods first to see
if they will leave on their own. Place a bright flashing
light and loud talk radio in the vicinity. Give the
mother a couple of days to relocate all her young
before sealing up any access points. If deterrent
methods don’t work and the animals need to be
removed, please contact a private wildlife nuisance
company. If you have any questions or need wildlife
advice, especially concerning possibly injured,
sick, or orphaned animals, please call Niles Animal
Control at (847) 588-6508.
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Niles Senior Center
(847) 588-8420

Matter of Balance

Monday, March 8–April 26
9:00 A.M.–11:00 P.M.
$17 Members/$22 Non-Members
Chances are you know someone
who has fallen or who is afraid
of falling. A Matter of Balance is
a proven program designed to
help people manage concerns
about falls and increase physical
activity. Conducted in 8 two-hour
sessions, the program uses group discussion, problem-solving
strategies, videos, and gentle physical exercise. We will learn
positive coping methods to reduce the fear of falling and
remain active and independent. The fee covers the participant
handbook (yours to keep) and a healthy snack for each class.
Space is limited.

Spring Rocks around Town

Monday, March 8 & 22, 1:00 P.M.
Monday, March 15 & 29, 12:30 P.M.
Let’s make people smile in our community. We will try and
decorate as many spring rocks as we can to create a community
rock hunt throughout Niles. Art supplies included, but feel
free to bring your paint, paint pens, markers, or brushes —
suggested $2.00 donation for each class to replenish supplies.

Niles’ Got Talent! Community Virtual Talent Show

Thursday, April 8, 7:00 P.M.
All ages are welcome to participate in an act or be an audience
member. All acts are welcome, including singers, musicians,
comedians, dancers, karate, jugglers, mimes, skits, poets,
magicians, and other creative talents! Register with the
Niles Senior Center if you would like to be a participant or
an audience member. A description of your virtual act needs
to be submitted by Thursday, April 1 to Chrisann Fahy at
cf@vniles.com. Get your popcorn ready for a fun evening of
live entertainment over Zoom!

Taste of Italy

Thursday, April 15 - Box delivery and pickup - $15.00
4:00 P.M. - History of Italy (Zoom) - Free
Learn the history of Italy while tasting samples of our local
Italian restaurants, delis, and bakeries. You will experience a
mouth-watering surprise in each box with a hint of history!
Each box costs $15.00. NSC has two box options: pickup and
delivery. Boxes will be delivered to Niles resident participants
on April 15, with a pickup option for nonresidents from 1:00–
3:00 P.M. The virtual tour experience is available on April 15
at 4:00 P.M. via Zoom or telephone. In these challenging times
of social distancing, the Niles Senior Center will bring the
community to you with a touch of history and Italian cuisine.

Niles Community Youth Crew

A collaboration between the Niles Teen Center and the Niles Senior Center, the Niles Community Youth
Crew consists of local 6th–12th graders who are volunteering to do seasonal outdoor work for seniors.
Students are paired with an elderly resident to not only help with snow shoveling, but also to assist with
technology challenges (facilitated at the Senior Center). They are encouraged to write letters and build a
friendship.
Niles Resident Laura Skwarczynski, who is 96 years old, praised the program saying, “The Village of Niles
Senior Center is very good to seniors and are always available to help any way they can. I am very thankful the Teen Center has
wonderful young teenagers to help the elderly out.”
Launched in November 2020, the program had 15 kids and 20 seniors participating as of January 30. Niles Teen Center
Coordinator Michael Trevino is not only one of the driving forces behind the initiative, but also feels a personal connection to
the program through the values it instills for his own family. “I am thankful that the Village of Niles offers community programs
like this for my kids to get involved in serving and helping their neighbors,” said Trevino. “As a dad it is great to serve along with
them in this way.” His son Elijah agreed: “It feels good to help out the elderly community in Niles.”
Students interested in volunteering should email Jaymi at
jco@vniles.com or visit www.nilesteencenter.org.
For more information, call (847) 588-8420.
Left: A member of the Niles Community Youth Crew shovels
snow at a senior’s home. Right: Teens help resident Laura
Skwarczynski, 96, by moving her garbage and recycling
containers to the curb for collection.
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District 63 Dual Language
Preschool

Community News

Latest Updates on Programs and Gatherings in Niles

Did you know? East Maine School District
63’s First Steps Preschool offers a Spanish/English Dual Language Program for 3-5
year olds who reside in the District and whose families primarily speak Spanish.
Information is below for local Spanish-speaking families.

Niles-Maine District
Library Online
Events

All events are free, with
advance registration
required. Visit www.nileslibrary.org.
KidSpace Pet Pen Pals
The Month of March
Grades K-8
Niles-Maine District Library Online
www.nileslibrary.org
Tech Talks
Tuesdays in March, 6-7 P.M.
For Ages 13 & Up
Niles-Maine District Library Online
www.nileslibrary.org

Keep Up to Date with District 207 Construction

Residents can keep up to date with the $240 million
renovations and improvements at Maine East, Maine
South and Maine West high schools.
Visit https://maine207.org/construction/ for monthly
updates and the latest photos of the projects. In addition,
video tours of the schools were recently created
and can be found on the District’s YouTube page at
https://www.youtube.com/district207.

We Love Our Library!

Suzie Stevanovic (pictured), mother of two toddler boys
and a Niles-Maine library cardholder since 2016, has been
a KidSpace visitor for the past few years. Crafts, playing
with others, and storytimes are what brought Suzie
and her kids to the Library to begin with, but the kind
staff and unique programs are what kept her returning.
“We miss storytimes the most,” she says. “I would be
devastated if there was no library. There’s a sense of community; it’s where we go
to gather information, check out amazing resources available to us.” The staff at
the Library are grateful to serve the Niles-Maine District with materials, resources,
and knowledge and to be a part of a growing, loving community.

Creative Writing Club
Tuesday, March 16, 5:30-6:30 P.M.
Grades 7-12
Niles-Maine District Library Online
www.nileslibrary.org
Women in Music
Saturday, March 20, 1:30-2:45 P.M.
For Adults
Niles-Maine District Library Online
www.nileslibrary.org
Trivia Night
For Ages 20s-30s
Thursday, March 25, 7-9 P.M.
Niles-Maine District Library Online
www.nileslibrary.org

Niles Spring Cleanup – Let’s Get Dirty!

The Village of Niles is organizing a volunteer spring cleaning day! After a tough winter, volunteers of
all ages are needed to help clean up our natural landscapes. Come join the Village at the rain garden,
pollinator garden, public ways and the forest preserve on Saturday, April 24, 2021. This outdoor event is
a great way to give back to our community, celebrate spring and take care of our land. Look for more
information and sign up closer to the event at vniles.com.
Holiday Garbage Delay: Refuse and recycling collections will be delayed by one day the week of
Memorial Day (May 31, 2021).
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This spring, the
Niles Family Fitness
Center has it all!
Join us for in-studio or virtual classes (land and
water). Come lap swim in Aqua Zone or work out in
our cardio/strength training fitness zone areas.
Masks must be worn at all times and reservations
are required for lap swim and classes.
Come visit us for a live and in-person tour at
987 Civic Center Drive, or visit our website at
www.nilesfitness.com and take a virtual tour under
the ‘About Us’ menu.
3-Month Membership Special:
$109 Residents/$119 Non-Residents
Expires 3/31/2021
Can purchase up to (2) consecutive memberships.
Terms & Conditions Apply.

VILLAGE OF NILES
ACTING VILLAGE MANAGER
Hadley Skeffington-Vos
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MAYOR
Andrew Przybylo

VILLAGE CLERK
Marlene J. Victorine

TRUSTEES
George D. Alpogianis, John C. Jekot, Danette O’Donovan Matyas
Denise M. McCreery, Craig Niedermaier, Dean Strzelecki

Section
Business
Focus on Niles - Spring 2021
This is a challenging time for businesses. The Village encourages all residents and visitors to continue
supporting local businesses, while being safe and following all local health guidelines. The Village is proud
to share the following stories about ongoing development in Niles.

Small Business Recovery Loan Program

The Village Board approved the Small Business
Recovery Loan Program in August 2020 to assist
Niles restaurants through the Covid-19 pandemic. The
Village allocated $500,000 for the program, which
offers no-interest loans from $10,000 to $25,000
for a term of three years. The Village has already
provided over $200,000 in no-interest loans to assist
Niles restaurants. The Village Board recognized the
importance of providing these no-interest loans,
since restaurants generated over $102 million in sales
in 2019. More information on the Small Business
Recovery Loan Program and the application are
available online.

Golf Mill Mall

The Sterling Organization, owner of Golf Mill Mall,
has provided revised concept plans for the mall
redevelopment to the Village. Golf Mill Mall ownership
now expects the JC Penney store to remain on the
site plan. At the request of Economic Development
Director John Melaniphy, the Sterling Organization
commissioned a housing market feasibility study to
examine the market for residential development as
part of a master-planned, mixed-use development.

Mall ownership has accelerated leasing efforts to
attract new tenants as part of the mall revitalization
strategy. Sterling has secured some new tenants.
Burlington plans to occupy the vacant former Kohl’s
store in October of this year and applied for their
building permits in January. Chick-Fil-A is building a
second location in Niles on an outlot of Golf Mill Mall
at Golf Road and Greenwood Avenue. The Chick-Fil-A
location at 5650 W. Touhy has been a tremendous
success.
The Golf Mill Mall redevelopment will be coordinated
with the new Golf Mill Park. The Village envisions a

pedestrian promenade from the park to facilitate a
seamless transition from the park environment into
the redeveloped mall’s public gathering features.

Chevrolet Auto
Dealership

A new Chevrolet auto
dealership is planned for
the former Best Buy site
at 9530 N. Greenwood
Avenue.
The
Village
Board approved a sales
tax incentive agreement
to assist the dealership with the extraordinary costs
the dealership will incur to redevelop the building and
provide on-site storm water detention. The auto dealer
envisions a state-of-the-art Chevrolet showroom and
service facility contained in the redeveloped Best Buy
Building. The Village will rebate up to $3.0 million in
sales on a “pay-as-you-go” basis over a 10-year term,
subject to validation of their costs. The Chevrolet
dealership plans to open in the second half of 2022.

Byline Bank

The Village purchased the Byline Bank property
at 7201 N. Harlem Avenue in December 2020 to
revitalize the site with a redevelopment. The Village
has received interest from medical office, residential,
and mixed-use development, as well as various retail
uses including gas station/convenience store. among
others. Economic Development staff has conducted
conference calls with the brokers representing the
owner of the properties to the north and east of the
bank property. The conference calls focused upon the
Village’s vision for a master-planned development
for the southern gateway to Niles. The Village is
working to secure a high-quality development with
the adjacent property owner.
(continued)

Pictured: The former Byline Bank at 7201 N. Harlem.
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Marathon Gas Station

The Village purchased the vacant former
Marathon Gas Station and Mexican restaurant
at 7300 N. Waukegan Road. The Marathon Gas
Station was demolished and the underground
storage tanks were removed.
The Mexican
restaurant was also razed for redevelopment. The
environmental consultants are addressing minor
remediation efforts at the gas station site. There
has been recent interest for the site from a hotel
developer, fast food operators, gas stations, and
an ethnic grocery store. The Village plans to work
with a developer to redevelop the property with
sales-tax-producing uses along with a Village
gateway feature.

Starbucks

Starbucks Coffee is a proposed tenant in a
5,400-square foot, multi-tenant retail building
on the outlot in front of Jewel-Osco at Oak Mill
Mall (Milwaukee Avenue and Oakton Street).
Starbucks plans to occupy a 2,200-square-feet
space with indoor and outdoor seating and a
drive-thru. View the January 26 Board of Trustees
Informal Consideration presentation about the
site on www.vniles.com/NTV.
Starbucks is also considering plans to relocate
their unit at Four Flaggs shopping center to the
former Chase Bank site at 8510 W. Golf Road
in the Walmart shopping center, as the Four
Flaggs location lacks a drive-thru. The Covid-19
pandemic has made the Starbucks drive-thru
operations even more important to the sales
productivity of the units.

Dempster Plaza Redevelopment

Newcastle Properties, LLC would like to undertake
a redevelopment of Dempster Plaza at 86508832 W. Dempster Street. The shopping center
was built in the 1960’s and is currently anchored
by the Home Depot, Jewel-Osco, Portillo’s,
and Brunch Café, among others. The shopping
center will require some façade upgrades,
parking lot lighting, landscaping, and parking lot
improvements. The Village is evaluating various
economic development tools to assist with the
improvement of the shopping center. Jewel-Osco
plans to undertake a new façade improvement
project; shopping center ownership plans to
upgrade the façade of the entire shopping center
as part of the property revitalization plan. JewelOsco anticipates enhanced sales productivity
following the renovation.

John C. Melaniphy
Director of Economic Development
(847) 588-8074 • jcm@vniles.com

