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A Message from Mayor Przybylo
Greetings Niles Residents States. For example, we’ve seen different approaches by
and Business Owners:
different States in addressing the COVID-19 pandemic,
I hope this letter finds you all with very real health and economic impacts. States
well. Here we find ourselves, have the ability to do that, and their leaders are chosen
seemingly deeper and deeper by the people. I’ll give you another example: In our
into the pandemic, with this recent presidential election, headlines about voting
fear in our bellies that perhaps procedures and ballot integrity brought County
the worst is ahead, not officials, Secretaries of State, and City administrators
behind us. I often find myself into the national spotlight as they went toe-to-toe with
exhausted — perhaps you national news anchors and answered tough questions
do as well. And yet, we find about their operations. I hope that many of you found
ourselves marching forward, new awareness of how important these local officials are
with new projects continuing to supporting our basic rights, and could perceive the
here in Niles even during this challenging time. Don’t passion these public servants have for doing their job to
miss the “Business Section” insert in this newsletter, as the best of their ability and beyond, day in and day out.
you’ll be floored by the amount of new businesses and What’s more, I feel fortunate that we have the best of
new development in Niles. Our brand and location are the best here in Niles, working hard to support you, the
perpetual selling points, even during uncertain times. residents and businesses.
Perhaps it’s the influence of recent memories of other
economic downturns and the knowledge that “this too
shall pass,” but I for one wholeheartedly believe that we
will get through to the other side of this, and that in
six months, perhaps a year, we’ll finally be reacquainted
with the idea of “normal,” and we will thrive.

This local governance is why it is so important for you to
be an active participant in your Niles government. We
answer to you, the people, and you very much get a say
in how your community runs. It’s now easier than ever
to tune in to Village Board meetings because of Zoom.
Very important decisions are made at these meetings,
I would be foolish to ignore the fact that there are and there’s always an opportunity for comments from
businesses that are affected enormously by the pandemic, the public. We will also have a Mayoral election in just
and some will have closed their doors for good by the a few months, and your vote determines the kind of
time all is said and done. This is a terrible thing, and direction your leadership will set for Niles over the next
I know firsthand the dedication and dependence one four years. Participate. Listen. Engage. Vote.
can feel for their small business. Thus, the Village has As I look towards the end of my Mayoral term in a few
started a program to offer financial assistance to hard- short months, I hope I have done right by the people
hit businesses. Federal, State and County relief programs of Niles, and answered well to our residents who
were a good start, but we knew that support at the local understand the importance of our local government
level was critical to supporting our businesses, and in and felt that I was the right person for the job. There is
turn the overall economic viability of our community. much left to do, and I look forward to sharing it with
We must always plan for the future.
you in the new year.
That local support leads me to my next point in this
message, and it is a timely one. In the recent events in
our nation — discussions of racial inequity, civil unrest,
a global pandemic, and a dangerously divisive election
— we’ve seen the importance of good governance at the
local level. Something oft-forgotten from our childhood
schooling is that our nation is not only a democracy, but
also a federation — a type of government where power
is shared between the central government and the
VNILES.COM
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Please be safe, and find ways to cherish what will surely
be an unusual holiday season with loved ones.
Sincerely,

Andrew Przybylo
Mayor of Niles

847.588.8000
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From the Village Clerk

Marlene Victorine, Village Clerk - (847) 588-8003

CONSOLIDATED ELECTION
Tuesday, April 6, 2021

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING
SCHEDULE

The Office of the Village Clerk of the Village of Niles will
be accepting candidate petitions for the following positions:
Village President (four-year term) and three Village Trustees
(four-year terms).

Board of Trustees meetings are currently being held via
Zoom at www.vniles.com/zoom.

The filing period for candidates seeking election at the
Consolidated Election is December 14-21, 2020. File
petitions in the Village Clerk’s Office at Village Hall, 1000
Civic Center Drive, second floor, during regular business
hours 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
A Candidate’s Guide is available from the Illinois State Board
of Elections at www.elections.il.gov or call (217) 782-4141.
Information is also available from the Cook County Clerk’s
Office at www.cookcountyclerk.com/elections or call (312)
603-0906.

Village Manager Vinezeano
Announces Retirement
After over two decades of service to the Village of Niles,
Village Manager Steven Vinezeano is set to retire from city
management this coming spring after 27 years in the profession.
Vinezeano served under three Mayors, beginning with Mayor
Nicholas Blase in May of 2000. “Mayor Blase had me managing
some great projects from the start, such as the Milwaukee
Avenue Streetscape Plan and later the award winning Niles
Community Rain Garden,” Vinezeano recalls. Both projects
led to much larger improvements for the community such
as the Pace Pulse Line and substantial sustainability project
grants.
By 2008, he served under the leadership of Mayor Bob Callero,
who turned to Vinezeano that September and told a crowd
of flooded residents, “Former Army Engineer Vinezeano, the
Niles Assistant Village Manager, will lead the staff ’s effort to
finally study and find solutions to the community’s persistent
flooding.” The award-winning Stormwater Mitigation Plan
continues to this day with the latest project (phase III) starting
construction in the spring of 2021.
It was in 2013 that Vinezeano accepted the position of Village
Manager under Mayor Andrew Przybylo. Vinezeano says,
“The Mayor and Board of Trustees entrusted me to collaborate
with the Village of Morton Grove to build a new $100M
water system that would forever reduce Village water costs
over the City of Chicago and allow for much needed water
infrastructure improvements.”

VNILES.COM
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The Webinar ID, password and phone-in information is
provided on the Board agendas published on the Friday
before a Board meeting at www.vniles.com/agendacenter
or click on the Municipal Meetings Calendar for specific
meeting information. Meetings are held at 7:00 P.M. and
the public is invited and encouraged to participate in all
meetings. For additional information, please contact the
Village Clerk’s Office at (847) 588-8003 or mv@vniles.com.
Final 2020 Meeting: December 8, 2020.
2021 Meetings: January 26; February 23; March 23; April 27;
May 25; June 22; July 27; August 24; September 28; October
26; November 16; December 14.
“I would say that the project I
am most proud to have led, with
substantial public input, was the
Niles 2030 Comprehensive Plan
back in 2010,” notes Vinezeano.
It was the Niles 2030 Plan that
resulted in the professionalization
of Village operations, an Arts
Plan, a Sustainability Plan, a
Multi-Modal Plan, a Branding and
Marketing Plan, Communications,
and so much more. “I credit Mayor
Przybylo for really keeping the plan
on target and the staff for making
it part of the Village’s operational
culture.”

Pictured: Village Manager
Steven C. Vinezeano.

The Niles 2030 Comprehensive Plan is now being updated.
See www.niles2040.com to participate.
“At the end of the day, it is the many Niles residents, elected
officials, and employees that I have worked closely with over
the past 20-years who I will miss the most,” says Vinezeano.
Vinezeano has been recognized for the following: the
2016 Illinois City/County Managers Association Program
Excellence Award; the 2018/2019 Illinois Assistant Municipal
Managers Association Outstanding Manager Award; the
2019 Niles Chamber of Commerce Corporate Citizen of the
Year Award; and the 2019 Illinois City Managers Association
Special Service Award for Service to the Community.

847.588.8000
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Going “Green” in Niles
Farm on Franks Gardeners Donate Over 200
Pounds of Food to Local Food Pantries

25-ton load no longer having a negative impact on our
environment.

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic and delays in opening
the Farm on Franks, gardeners had another successful
year at the community garden in 2020. A large amount
of produce was harvested for gardeners’ own kitchens, but
gardeners also donated 217 pounds
of fresh fruit and vegetables to the
Niles Family Services Food Pantry
and The Niles Township Food
Pantry! This is the largest donation
the Village has seen in one season
since the Farm’s opening in 2016.
Produce was donated by resident
gardeners, members of the Niles
Garden Club, Village staff and the
Niles Teen Center.
This year, gardeners followed specific guidelines while
gardening, including social distancing and wearing a mask
at all times. Niles looks forward to resuming educational
opportunities in future years.

Above: A raised community flower bed at the Farm on
Franks Community Garden. Below: Gardeners tend to
their plots at the Farm on Franks.

The Village of Niles has established itself as a
committed partner to improving the environment
and encouraging sustainable practices. The Village
recognizes the importance of government, residents
and businesses working together to reach ambitious
goals of environmental sustainability.

Holiday Light Recycling

The Village of Niles provides an annual recycling
collection for used holiday lights. Drop off your unwanted
strings of lights at Niles Public Works or the Niles Family
Fitness Center through the end of February for them to be
properly recycled.

Public Works Lighting Efficiency Project

The Forestry and Street Light Division completed an
upgrade to Village-owned streetlights this fall. The Public
Works staff retro fitted streetlights in 4 sections of town:
Ballard Terrace (Root, Grand, and Elizabeth), Factory
Area (Oak Park and Jarvis), Seward Street (7400 Block),
and pedestrian lighting along Milwaukee corridor. This
project reduces energy consumption and the Village’s
cost to operate and maintain these fixtures. Overall, the
average savings in energy for one evening is 150kWh, or
in one year, over 53,000 kWh! That is a reduced energy
use from previous consumption by over 50% thanks to the
new light fixtures. Learn more about upcoming streetlight
replacement work on page 8.
Energy Saving Tips
Many people are spending more time at home
than usual due to the pandemic. It is possible
that spending more time at home has resulted
in higher monthly electric bills. ComEd has a
few tips to help you save energy and money.
• Set your computer to “sleep” mode when
not in use and turn it off at night

Next year’s season will open up for applications
starting January 4. The cost for a plot for the growing
season in 2021 is $25.00 for residents and $30.00 for
non-residents to offset maintenance and water costs.

Reducing Salt Usage

The Public Works Department has reduced rock salt
usage for snow and ice control by 20% over recent
historical usage. This is approximately a 1,000 ton
reduction, or the equivalent of 40 semis with a
VNILES.COM
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• Unplug electronics when they’re not in use
• Spotlight your work spaces
• Turn off lights when you leave the room
• Set your refrigerator’s temperature
to 38°F
• Run full dishwasher loads
• Clear area around heating and cooling
vents

847.588.8000
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From the Front Cover:

Niles 2040
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The Village of Niles is hosting the first “Community
Speak-Out” for the Niles 2040 Comprehensive
Plan! The Village has started the public engagement
process to update its Comprehensive Plan to help
guide future development, improvement, and
preservation of the community. The Niles 2040
Comprehensive Plan will explore how the Village
can better understand and address these changing
COMPREHENSIVE
times, such as a changing retail environment;
transportation mobility innovations; an aging
population; evolving housing preferences; different
work and commuting habits; and an increased
focus on environmental issues and sustainability.
Niles needs your input — Tell us what you think!

Niles 2040
PLAN

The Community Speak-Out will be held virtually
on Thursday, December 3, 2020 from 7:00 P.M. to
8:00 P.M. Key highlights of the event include:
•

Introduction of the planning process
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Register at Niles2040.com and see page 5 for more information.
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Fire Department

(847) 588-6800 (Non-Emergency)

Toys For Tots
The Niles Fire Department
is proud to participate in the
29th Annual United States
Marine Corps Toys for Tots
Toy Drive. The mission of
the Marine Corps Toys for
Tots Program is to collect
new and unwrapped toys,
games, stuffed animals,
and puzzles to distribute to
less fortunate children at Christmas. Over the years,
the USMC has created working relationships with a
variety of social welfare organizations that help identify
children in need.
Ultimately, the success of this program is dependent
upon donations from community members and those
seeking to help make the holiday season brighter
for those less fortunate. Toy Collection is underway
now and runs until December 15, 2020. The NFD has
partnered with other Village Departments as well as
local businesses within the Village of Niles. Donation
Drop-Boxes can be found at the following locations:
NFD Station 2, 8360 Dempster; NFD Station 3, 6611
Jarvis; Village of Niles Village Hall, 1000 Civic Center
Drive; Niles-Maine District Library, 6960 Oakton; Niles
Family Fitness Center, 987 Civic Center Drive; Niles
Senior Center, 999 Civic Center Drive; Niles Police
Department, 7000 Touhy; and Rich Products, 6200
Mulford.

Above: Lieutenant Evan Schachtel of the Niles Fire Department films
a virtual tour of Station #3. Watch online at vniles.com/YouTube.

holiday season. Any time a fire occurs that is the result
of a holiday decoration, a red bulb will be replaced
with a white bulb. These lights serve as a reminder to
the community to exercise safety and caution when
installing and displaying decorations for the holidays.
Please keep any electrical wiring out of walkways in
order to avoid becoming pinched or worn. Please
check your wiring often and limit the use of extension
cords when possible. Lastly, please do not place candles
near combustible materials and do not leave candles
unattended. For more information about how you
can help Keep the Wreath Red please contact the Fire
Department at (847) 588-6800.

“Be Alarmed” Smoke
Alarm Installation
Program

The NFD is once again installing
Smoke Alarms in homes in
accordance with the IL State Fire
Alliance “Be Alarmed” Smoke
Alarm Installation Program. This
program provides residents with
ten-year, sealed battery smoke alarms free of charge.
The smoke alarms are installed by NFD Firefighters who
also provide a variety of home fire safety information
and resources. NFD Firefighters will take all available
safety precautions when entering residents’ homes
in order to protect against the spread of COVID-19,
Please feel free to reach out at (847) 588-6800 with including the wearing of masks and gloves, and will
questions or to schedule a socially-distant toy drop-off. attempt to socially distance whenever possible. Some of
the goals of this program are to educate residents on fire
Keep the Wreath Red
prevention methods, eliminate fire-related injuries and
The NFD will attempt to
deaths, and to increase the number of working smoke
“Keep the Wreath Red” this
alarms in the home. To learn more about this program
holiday season. The Keep the
and to see if you qualify, please contact District Chief
Wreath Red program serves
Guerino at srg@vniles.com.
as a constant reminder to use
and maintain safe practices
Christmas Tree Safety Tip
when decorating your home
Please keep Christmas trees away from heat sources
for the holidays. The NFD will
including fireplaces, radiators, candles, and heat vents
have a wreath on the front of
and keep tree bases filled with water in order to prevent
each Fire Station illuminated with red lights that will your tree from drying out.
remain lit twenty-four hours per day throughout the

6

Police Department
(847) 588-6500 (Non-Emergency)

Prevent Package Theft
The holidays are fast approaching and many people will be
doing COVID-friendly online shopping. Use these tips to
make sure your packages are safe:
• Consider an alternate location where someone will be
able to physically receive your package;
• Install security cameras;
• Request notifications on your deliveries to monitor
packages in transit;
• Require a signature;
• Schedule your delivery for a time when someone is home;
• Be aware of “tailgating” — someone who follows delivery
vehicles and takes packages after they are dropped off.

Welcome Officer Hofer!
Join the Niles Police Department in
welcoming Officer Stephanie Hofer
(pictured at right) to the Support Services
team! Before joining Support Services,
Officer Hofer worked night shift patrol,
and prior to entering law enforcement,
she worked in the marketing field. Officer
Hofer will be working on special events
and community relations, so you will see her around soon!

What’s New?
On November 1, 2020, the Niles Police Department (NPD)
made a change in regards to the Public Information Officer
(PIO) structure. In order to make communication with the
media more efficient, NPD now has a “team” of PIOs to
respond to the media when an incident occurs. This team
includes: Bureau Chief Zakula, Sergeant Eckardt, Officer
Regal, and Officer Hofer. Moving forward, all media inquiries
can be sent to npdpio@vniles.com.
Below: Members of the Niles Police Department engage with the
community and help deter crime at Walmart on Touhy Avenue.

Animal Control Corner
With the arrival of the cold winter months,
everyone needs to keep the health and
safety of our furry friends in mind. Make
sure to use pet-safe salt on your driveway
and sidewalk. When walking your dog
around the neighborhood, shorten your
walk times, especially once temperatures
fall below freezing. It’s also a good idea
to get some boots for your dog because
dogs lose heat through their paws. Boots
also protect them from salt and chemicals
such as antifreeze. Antifreeze is extremely
toxic to dogs and cats if ingested. If your
dog won’t tolerate wearing boots, you can
rub petroleum jelly or Musher’s Secret paw
wax on their paws before taking them on a
walk. And just like in the summer, it is not
safe to leave pets in cars in the winter. Cars
will quickly cool to the outside temperature
once the heat is turned off, so please do not
bring pets with you on trips to the store.
Another consideration in the winter is the
local wildlife. While some of the wildlife
species present in Niles don’t go into true
hibernation such as skunks, opossums,
raccoons, and squirrels, they are still
much less active in the winter months.
However, they will be looking for places to
sleep and take cover from the elements.
It’s important to make sure attics, sheds,
garages, window wells, and spaces under
porches are properly sealed and that there
are no access points for critters to crawl in
through.
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Niles Public Works
(847) 588-7900

Street Light Installation

As part of the upcoming street lighting project, the Village
will be installing a fiber network to save on operating costs,
make the Village future-ready, and open the door to smart city
operations. Work is taking place at locations throughout the
Village. Residents or businesses will be notified if work is to
take place immediately adjacent to their property. All of the
work will be installed within the public right-of-way (ROW).
Go online to www.vniles.com to view a map of all of the
affected areas of the Village.
In order to construct the project, the contractor may be
closing one lane of traffic during the day adjacent to where
project work is occurring. This closure should have minimal
impact on traffic. Residents, customers, and deliveries should
maintain normal access.
When are the improvements happening?
The project is going on now and will continue into the fall of
2021. It is scattered all over town, so it is difficult to predict
exactly where work will be on a given date.
How do I sign-up for project email updates?
Email jscribner@baxterwoodman.com and request to be
added to the Street Lighting Improvement Project email list.

Snow Removal Information

Niles Public Works is getting ready to battle the winter
weather. It takes months of planning and preparation to
make sure the snow and ice program is the best it can be.
The Niles Public Works Department takes steps each year to
reduce environmental impacts of winter while still providing
exceptionally high levels of service.
When it snows, keep in mind:
• Major roads have priority in snow plow operations,
followed by side streets, then cul-de-sacs, dead ends, alleys
and parking spaces. Plowing bigger streets first allows
traffic to flow better throughout the Village.
• The Village maintains 178 lane miles of streets, including
most State of Illinois roads. The Village does not
maintain Golf Road and Caldwell Avenue (State roads)
or Greenwood Avenue (Cook County road). Visit www.
vniles.com/snow to learn more about snow and ice control
procedures and prioritization.
• Place garbage and recycling carts on the house side of the
curb, not in the street. Carts in the street obstruct snow
removal operations.
• Shovel snow from your driveway towards your right as
you’re facing the street. This leaves less snow that plows
might push onto your driveway as they approach from
your left.
• Do not shovel snow into the streets or alleys. Not only does
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this create a hazard, but it is illegal.
Parking is prohibited on streets with posted snow route
signs until snow plowing operations have been completed.
This information is available in other languages at: www.vniles.
com/snow. You can help Public Works give you the awardwinning snow and ice control you deserve.
•

Niles Forestry Division

As Niles enters the winter season, the Niles Forestry Division
is already preparing for the upcoming spring. If you would like
a tree planted in 2021, please contact the Village Forester at
(847) 588-7900.
Drying winter winds are especially damaging to Arborvitae.
In exposed, windy areas, erecting a windbreak helps prevent
damage, as can wrapping shrubs with burlap or easy-to-use
shrub wraps. The Chicagoland area has seen an increase in
wet snow falls. This tends to put extra weight on Arborvitae
branches causing them to droop and break. Wrapping your
Arborvitae can prevent this.
Since there is no guarantee of adequate snow cover, mulching
trees and shrubs (especially those that have been newly
planted) becomes very important. Aim to apply at least two
inches of wood chips or straw over the root zone, taking care
not to pile mulch against trunks. Extra mulch can be removed
in the spring once the ground begins to thaw.

Howard Street Improvements

The Village of Niles wants to thank you for your patience as
work continues on Howard Street. This multi-phased project
has already seen the replacement of an aging and failing water
main, the installation of a stormwater outfall, the installation
of a new gas main, work related to the new water supply from
Evanston and the current rehabilitation of the road.
The road improvements will include a new asphalt surface,
shared paths for bicyclists and pedestrians, an improved bike
trail crossing with refuge island and flashing beacons, new
street lighting, bridge deck enhancements and new signage.
The contractor is scheduled to complete the asphalt resurfacing
work from just east of Waukegan Road to Lehigh Avenue this
year. They will also complete as much of the concrete work
from just east of Waukegan Road to Harlem Avenue as weather
allows. Over the winter, expect to see work continuing on the
traffic signals and street lighting.
In the spring, the contractor will complete the asphalt
resurfacing work from just east of Waukegan Road to
Milwaukee Avenue, as well as minor concrete placement at
the intersections and the installation of the curbing for the
proposed bicycle path. Also, the contractor will complete final
landscaping and sign placement, as well as any required punch
list work. (Below: Asphalt surface work on Howard Street).

Background: Illustration of the difference between older streetlights (right) and new, clearer, energyefficient streetlights (left). Installation of new streetlights on Milwaukee Avenue and Waukegan
Road will begin soon.

Yard Drainage Program

(Public Works continued)

New “Green” Oil Change
Procedures

The Fleet Division is no longer using the
old fashioned “change your oil every 3000
miles” rule that our grandparents used. Just
like most things, a lot has changed since the
1930’s, and oil technology is no exception!
The Niles Public Works Department now
bases oil change service intervals on factory
equipped oil life indicators. The oil life
indicator lets a driver know when it’s time

for a change, based not only on mileage or
hours in service, but on actual conditions
that affect the quality of the oil. It is in the
planet’s best interest to utilize technology
and let modern engine oils work for as long
as they can. Utilizing oil monitor-equipped
vehicles could result in two to three times
fewer oil changes performed each year per
squad car. That is potentially more than
100 fewer oil changes per year on police
squads alone!

Have
you
experienced
persistent flooding in your
backyard? The Village has a
new Yard Drainage Assistance
Program.
Applications for
the cost sharing program are
due by January 1, 2021 to be
considered for inclusion in the
first round of projects. Please
refer to www.vniles.com/
YardDrainageProgram or call
Public Works at (847) 5887900 for more information.

More Green Initiatives from Niles Public Works
Read about other Village-wide green efforts on page 4.
•

Public Works has installed variable frequency drives (VFDs) to three pumps at the Touhy Pump
station. Three more VFDs will be installed this year. This significantly reduces the energy used by
these massive pumps used to pump water throughout the Village.

•

Public Works received $23,000 from ComEd for an Elevate Energy efficiency grant for street light
replacement.

•

The Stormwater Commission made recommendations to incorporate green infrastructure into the
Village’s Stormwater ordinance.

•

The Village’s new back yard drainage program includes funds for lot-level, green infrastructure
drainage solutions.

•

Ballard Road sidewalk infill and Jonquil Park pedestrian crossings will be complete by end of 2020,
promoting a more pedestrian-friendly Village.

•

The Howard Street bike trail crossing improvement is 50% complete.

•

The Caldwell trail from Howard to the Niles Park District’s LoVerde Center will be complete by spring
2021, fostering a more healthy and active population and non-automotive based transit.

•

Pace’s Pulse Dempster Line, which will provide additional high service mass transit options, is in its
pre-final design stage.

•

The Touhy Avenue/Gross Point Road project, which includes sidewalk infill and multi-modal
connections, was approved for federal funding In October and is currently being designed.

•

Village upgrades to the generator used at the water plant will lower emissions by over 70%, and can
also provide the Village with financial incentives for reducing energy as part of an NRG emission
agreement.
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IMPORTANT: The Niles Senior Center and Niles Teen Center facilities are closed until
further notice (at least through the end of 2020) due to the pandemic. Read on for great
ways to stay involved virtually, and visit www.vniles.com/COVID-19 for future updates.

NSC Virtual Programs

The NSC continues to offer
virtual programs that can be
safely accessed from your
home. A sampling of programs
include games, entertainment,
exercise and
technology
workshops. Check out the NSC
calendar and give us a call if you
need help getting connected.

Volunteer Assistance

The Niles Senior Center, Family Services and Teen Center
have teamed up with area schools to recruit students
who would like to give back to their community. The
Niles Community Youth Crew is made up of local teens
providing service to Niles residents. If you are a senior
and/or a disabled Niles resident and in need of assistance,
please contact Jaymi at (847) 588-8420. We will do our
best to match you up with an available volunteer. The
tasks available include technology assistance, assisting
with pulling garbage cans to the curb each week, yard
Chat Away!
work, and snow shoveling. Please note this is a volunteerWould you like us to set up a group chat over the phone
based program.
so you can connect with your fellow NSC friends? Give
the Niles Senior Center a call at (847) 588-8420, and we Center of Concern’s “Lunch With Us”
can make that happen. Let us be your new party line.
A nutritious lunch box, containing five frozen meals, is
now available every Wednesday between 10:00 A.M. and
Lending Laptop
12:00 noon at the Niles Senior Center. Reservations must
This NSC program is for those that do not have a “smart”
be made by Monday at 3:00 P.M. A donation of $2.00
device. We are currently lending out laptops for NSC
per meal is greatly appreciated. This program is funded
virtual programming. If you are interested, please contact
in part by AgeOptions and Title III-C of the Older
Jaymi at (847) 588-8420.
Americans Act.

Support the Niles Family Services Financial Wellness Fund

2020 has created unprecedented challenges for many Niles residents and neighbors.
With this in mind and the holiday season about to begin, Niles Family Services invites
residents to support the Financial Wellness Fund. Niles Family Services works with
residents to support them to be empowered to manage financial hardship more
effectively and to avert utility shut-offs. The Wellness Fund allows NFS to provide
financial assistance to residents in need of utility bill or utility support.
Your donation is tax deductible and is deeply appreciated.
For any questions on this program, please contact Niles Family Services at
(847) 588-8460. Thank you for your support!

Niles Teen Center
The Niles Teen Center is continuing
to pivot with pick up crafts and
activities, virtual games, and
connections.
Continue to check our website
at www.nilesteencenter.com
and follow us on Instagram and
Facebook.
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Twinkle and Lights

Community Events and News

Latest Updates on Programs and Gatherings in Niles
We could all use more
twinkle and lights this
holiday season! The Public
Niles-Maine District
Arts and Culture Council presents the 4th Annual Twinkle and
Library Online
Lights Holiday Decorating Contest for residents who want to show off their
Events
holiday spirit. Nominations will be accepted between November 12 and December
All events are free, with
16 by 3:00 P.M. Judges will consider any home and determine the top 3 winners.
advance registration
Plus, anyone can vote for the People’s Choice winner! See the Village Facebook
required. Visit www.nileslibrary.org.
page for details. If you have a favorite (maybe it’s your own!), nomination forms
Make-and-Take Crafts
are available at vniles.com/twinkle. Winners will be announced December 21 and
Wednesdays: December 2, 16;
receive a yard sign and gift card.

Home for the Holidays

More than ever, it is important to shop locally and support Niles businesses.
Keeping shopping dollars in Niles is vital to the sales tax base and helps keep
property taxes low. The Village of Niles is proud to announce its 5th Annual
“Home for the Holidays” raffle! You could win one of five $100 gift cards to a Niles
business of your choice. To enter, bring in your receipts from Niles businesses
(dated November 27 through December 23) to Village Hall by December 29. You
will receive one entry for each $50 you spend at a Niles business. Winners will be
chosen at the January Village Board Meeting.

Niles West High School Fine Arts Honored
The Illinois Art Education Association (IAEA) has
selected Niles West High School as the Art Education
Program of the Year from among a highly competitive
slate of nominees. In addition, the IAEA selected Deanna
Sortino as Secondary Art Educator of the Year and P.A.
Ford as Art and Design Administrator of the Year.
Also this fall, The Illinois State Board of Education named Justin Johnson
of Niles West High School the 2021 Illinois Teacher of the Year. Johnson
has been the director of bands at Niles West for nine years and oversees all
aspects of the band program. He uses his music program to inspire students
to be more responsible, instill great work ethic, take pride in their efforts,
and be part of a great community that desires a common goal.
Both Niles West and Niles North continue to offer virtual opportunities
for the community to enjoy its fine art performances. The D219 website at
www.d219.org lists upcoming performances. Tune into www.d219tv.org to
see previously aired concerts, plays and shows.

January 13, 27, 6-7 P.M.
For Ages 13 and Up

The Irony of Festivus with Kelli
Marshall
Thursday, December 10, 7-8 P.M.
For Adults
Virtual Fitness for Teens
Fridays, December 11, January 8,
5-6 P.M.
For Teens
Winter Family Scavenger Hunt
Sunday, December 27, 1-1:45 P.M.
For Families
Second Sunday Special: Walk,
Wonder, and Explore at Miami
Woods
For Families
January 10, 2-2:45 P.M.

Pictured above right: Niles West student and Niles resident Jayden De Leon organized a Food Drive in partnership with the Niles-Maine, Skokie,
Lincolnwood and Morton Grove libraries with his DECA Club members, collecting over 750 items for the Niles Township Food Pantry.
Utility Billing Notice
To better serve you, the Village of Niles will be launching a new, redesigned utility billing program
in early 2021. The new system will allow residents to sign up for paperless billing and will add more
payment options for your convenience. The utility bill will have a new look and changes that will
benefit residents. The fresh design includes a chart to help you better understand your water usage
habits.

Holiday Garbage Delays: Friday refuse and recycling collections will be delayed by one day the week
of Christmas Day (December 25) and New Year’s Day (January 1). Thursday collections are unaffected.
Christmas tree disposal is available the first two weeks of January.
Search “Garbage Collection” on the Village website.
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TROLLEY

2020
Each year, one of the Niles Free Buses is decked out with holiday lights and spreads cheer
throughout the Village! Above is the artwork that has been placed on the 2020 Holly
Trolley. Find the Holly Trolley schedule online at vniles.com/hollytrolleyschedule.

NILES FAMILY FITNESS CENTER
Come Give Us a Try — We Make
Fitness Easy!
3-MONTH NO-CONTRACT
MEMBERSHIP
Enjoy all the benefits that the Niles Family
Fitness Center has to offer:
• Two fitness areas: Cardio area, and
cardio/weight area (cardio and weight
equipment is spaced in excess of 6 feet);
• Indoor pool for lap swim and aquatic
classes;
• Indoor track (social distancing is
required);
• Included in your membership: Virtual
and studio classes including Zumba,
Yoga, Body Flex, Heart Rate Up & Pump,
Cardio Fusion and much more;
• Membership rate on specialty fitness
classes: TRX and spinning;

VILLAGE MANAGER
Steven C. Vinezeano

MAYOR
Andrew Przybylo

•

Childcare/playroom available Tuesday,
Thursday,
and
Saturday
(24-hour
advance registration needed;
• Members can receive discounts on all
classes, personal trainings, swim lesson
programs
and
childcare/playroom
services.
The Niles Family Fitness Center is dedicated
to keeping members healthy and safe each
and every day. All safety protocols are in
place and followed by members and staff.
Masks are required throughout the building
except for the pool for lap swim and the
showers in the locker room.
At this time, the Niles Family Fitness Center
is a members-only club. Online reservations
are needed for lap swim and all classes.
Call today at (847) 588-8400 or online at
www.nilesfitness.com. One-month, pay-infull annual memberships, and monthly debit
memberships (annual contract) are also
available.

VILLAGE CLERK
Marlene J. Victorine

TRUSTEES
George D. Alpogianis, John C. Jekot, Danette O’Donovan Matyas
Denise M. McCreery, Craig Niedermaier, Dean Strzelecki
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Section
Business
Focus on Niles - Winter 2020/2021
This is a challenging time for businesses. The Village encourages all residents and visitors to continue
supporting local businesses, while being safe and following all local health guidelines. The Village is proud
to share the following stories about ongoing development in Niles.

Byline Bank

Golf Mill Mall Redevelopment

Zoom conference calls were completed with
Sterling Organization, Village staff, and Sterling’s TIF
Consultant regarding preliminary concepts for the
Golf Mill Mall (pictured above). Village staff examined
a variety of preliminary concepts. The Village provided
feedback to the Sterling Organization on the type of
project envisioned. The Village is in the midst of the
2040 Comprehensive Plan and provided insights from
Village residents on the type of project they would like
to see at the mall and surrounding shopping centers.
Economic Development Director John Melaniphy and
Community Development staff have been working
with the Sterling Organization on a master-planned,
mixed-use development featuring retail, restaurant,
residential, hotel, medical office, entertainment, and
recreational uses for the Golf Mill Mall. The COVID-19
pandemic has presented a variety of challenges for
malls, shopping centers, restaurants, offices, and
hotels. The Village and Sterling Organization are
undertaking a methodical approach to this complex
redevelopment project. The Village envisions a
redevelopment agreement being approved with
Sterling Organization in the coming months.

United States Postal Service Lease

The Village has been negotiating to renew the lease
with the United States Postal Service for the Niles Post
Office across from Village Hall. The five-year lease
expires in March 2021. Director Melaniphy negotiated
a five-year lease with two five-year options.

Small Business Recovery Loan Program

The Village Board approved a real estate purchase
contract on September 22 to purchase the former
Byline Bank site at 7201 N. Harlem Avenue.
Economic Development staff procured a Phase 1 ESA
environmental assessment as part of the Village’s
due diligence. The Village has until November 30
to complete the environmental assessment and
other studies to determine whether to close on the
property purchase. Wood Environmental was on
site on September 30 and delivered the Phase 1 PSA
environmental assessment report in November. The
Phase II environmental assessment is underway. The
Village hopes to acquire the property and redevelop
it with sales-tax-producing uses.

7300 and 7338 N. Waukegan

The Village acquired the former Marathon Gas Station
on May 26, 2020 for $890,000. Public Works staff is
coordinating procurement of services for removal of
the underground storage tanks and demolition of the
building. The Village is marketing the properties for
redevelopment.

Chase Bank

The Chase Bank branch banking facility opened at
Golf Mill Mall adjacent to the existing Panera Bread.
Economic Development staff is working on another
full-service restaurant for one of the remaining outlots.
The old Chase Bank on the outlot of the Walmart
shopping center on Golf Road is being demolished for
redevelopment.

Manufacturing Month

The Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity (DCEO), in partnership with the Illinois
Manufacturers’ Association, celebrated Manufacturing
Month in Illinois in October. DCEO representatives
and Economic Development staff toured the
JohnsByrne printing facility and a State proclamation
was delivered from DCEO to the company executives
(pictured below).

The Village has received seven applications for the
Small Business Recovery Loan Program. The Village
is opening bank accounts with Northbrook Bank
& Trust N.A. (a Wintrust Community Bank). The
bank required an amended Village Board resolution
naming the bank which was approved
by the Village
VNILES.COM
|
847.588.8000
Board on September 22. Village staff expect to begin
processing the applications soon.

|

Focus on Niles Business Section - Winter 2020/2021
Development staff assisted Take 5 with potential sites
and guidance regarding the Village approval process.
The project would revitalize a vacant and blighted
corner across from Golf Mill Mall.

Starbucks
Zippy’s Car Wash

The Zippy’s Car Wash (pictured above) opened on
Milwaukee Avenue south of Golf Mill Mall. The new car
wash provides free vacuum stations with a wash and
fast, friendly, and convenient service.

Chick-fil-A Restaurant

Chick-fil-A is moving ahead with their plans to develop
their second location in Niles at Golf Mill Mall near the
intersection of Greenwood Avenue and Golf Road.
The Community Development Department approved
the preliminary plans in October.

Take 5 Oil Change

Take 5 Oil Change would like to open an oil change
facility on the northwest corner of Milwaukee Avenue
and Golf Road on the former Firehouse subs and Nicky’s
bar site. Take 5 submitted plans and appeared before
the Plan Commission earlier this month. Economic

From The Niles Chamber Of
Commerce and Industry

15 for $15
We encourage residents to support our local
restaurants. One way to do this is by dining outside or
ordering carry out.
If you do this 15 times, the Niles Chamber will give you
a $15 Niles Chamber Gift Card!
Documentations (photos of receipts or food) can either
be e-mailed to alicia@nileschamber.com or texted to
(224) 458-5009.
This promotion runs through the end of 2020.
Make Niles Shine for the Holidays
Niles Chamber Businesses will be decorating their
windows to help brighten our community for the
Holidays!
We invite residents to visit our local businesses and vote
for their favorite window decorations! Participating
businesses will be identified by the flyer displayed.
Vote by scanning the QR code on the flyer or by visiting
Nileschamber.com.

Phillips Edison & Company, the owners of Oak Mill
Mall, submitted plans for a multi-tenant retail building
anchored by Starbucks on the southwest corner
of Milwaukee Avenue and Oakton Street in front of
the Oak Mill Mall. The preliminary plans envision a
three-tenant building with a drive-thru. Community
Development staff is reviewing the preliminary plans.

Phoenix Flame Café

The Phoenix Flame Café held their grand opening on
October 20 at 8101 N. Waukegan Road. The restaurant
has a diverse menu of soups, salads, and sandwiches.

ICMA Virtual Webinar

The Illinois City/County Management Association
(ICMA) hosted a professional development webinar
on October 14. Economic Development Director John
Melaniphy was one of the featured speakers discussing
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the Chicago
Metropolitan Area retail environment.

Above: Alicia Bermes of the Niles Chamber of Commerce and
Industry presents resident Mike Shields with the Bob Wordel
Living Legend Award during the virtual Night of Roses event.
Night of Roses
Congratulations to the following award winners
who were honored during a live virtual ceremony on
October 16! To watch the ceremony, visit www.vniles.
com/ntv and scroll down to “Other Niles Videos,”
or search for the Niles Chamber of Commerce and
Industry on Facebook.
• Mike Shields (Niles Resident) - Bob Wordel Living
Legend Award
• Pat Knoll (Shure Inc) - Corporate Citizen of the Year
• Judy McNulty (Niles-Maine District Library) - Ken
Scheel Chamber Member of the Year
• Joe LoVerde (Niles Resident) - Niles Citizen of the
Year
• Maggie Bujak & Neil Karshna (Pilorum Salon & Spa)
- Small Business of the Year
• Denise McCreery (Village Trustee) - Distinguished
Voluntary Service
• John Petitt (Culver School) - Dedication to Youth
Excellence
• Fred Braun (Niles Public Works) - Public Safety
Award of Excellence

John C. Melaniphy • Director of Economic Development • (847) 588-8074 • jcm@vniles.com

