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Tower of Niles
Niles’ historic bells
make a musical debut!
See back cover for bell schedule.
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A Message from Mayor Przybylo
Greetings Niles Residents
and Business Owners:
Perhaps it’s just the Covid-19
times, but recently I’ve been
overly annoyed by some
things that heretofore were
only a nuisance. Maybe
you’ve experience similar
feelings about things like the
two annoyances that have
bothered me.
We live in a busy urban area
where natural and manmade noise is common. A neighbor mowing a lawn or
street crews patching asphalt make noise that most of us
can live with. But what bothers me are folks who alter
their car’s or motorcycle’s exhaust system resulting in an
ear-shattering noise as the vehicle accelerates down the
road. This is noise pollution. When I was growing up we
had laws that forbade such rude behavior and disregard
for one’s neighbors. You may feel as I do, and if so – and
if enough feel the same way – we should all rise up and
demand our right to peace and quiet.
The other thing that’s been troubling me is that we live
in such conflicted times that we often feel we’re forced to
“pick a side” and then declare ourselves at war with people
who feel differently. I remember an example many years
ago when I was thirteen and newly arrived at a military
boarding school.
Memories of those times came flooding back to me
recently while I was talking on the phone with my
daughter in New York. I was reading a novel entitled
“Utopia Avenue” and when she asked about it, I explained
that it told the story of the formation of a rock and roll
band in England in the late ‘60s. I mentioned their early
struggles and how at one of their performances they were
attacked by “Mods” in the audience simply because of
their long hair and the type of music they played.
Needless to say, she didn’t know what “Mods” were, so I
explained that Mods were fans of Elvis and Sinatra who
dressed in tight clothes, pointy shoes and wore their hair
greased back. In the opposite camp were the “Dupers.”
They wore loosely fitting clothes, penny loafers and
preferred the Beatles, Byrds and Bob Dylan. She asked,
“which one were you?” I had to explain how I was actually
both a Mod and a Duper.
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In 1965, my parents
sent me off from a
Polish-Ukrainian
neighborhood to a
boarding school in St. Paul, Minnesota. You might
be able to guess that I arrived as a Mod with plenty of
Vitalis in my hair. It didn’t take long before I felt like the
outcast because the majority of students were Dupers.
Soon I traded in my pointy shoes for penny loafers and
reinvented myself because – well, because I really had to
fit in (pretty important for a 13-year-old).
Today, I’m being asked to declare a side again—am I a
supporter of Black Lives Matter or of Police Lives Matter?
But I’ve had enough. I won’t do it. I subscribe to the
concept that every human life is important, regardless of
color, creed, economic status, religion practiced or the job
they work at. I will not be pigeon-holed to imply I value
some people over others. And I will not use my support
for one group as a reply or a retort when someone else
declares their feelings.
I believe a person who’s done wrong should be punished.
I also believe that people should not be wronged by others
and if they are, that the perpetrator should be punished.
Simple, yes? No, not really.
Today, and as we move forward to the November election,
the battle lines are being drawn. I’ve seen it before in 1972
when Vietnam protesters were cast as lawless criminals
and law and order was the cry of a majority of the
electorate. Back then I protested the Vietnam War. But I
wasn’t a lawless criminal. My conviction was for peace in
Vietnam and my soul was for peaceful protest against that
war. I was not anti-military. I was anti- having people I
knew being killed and maimed for a questionable foreign
policy objective.
I ask Niles residents: Can’t we be both for a professional
police force and for social justice? Who says we must
choose between Black Lives and Police Lives. I’m for
both. I highly recommend that you refuse to allow others
to force you to choose one or the other. Demand your
right to embrace both.
Be both a Mod and a Duper. Be a Moper.
Now I’d like to address a very troubling issue within my
tenure as Mayor of Niles. I’m referring to a proposal
creating a partnership between the Village of Niles and
the Metro YMCA. This partnership is the relationship of
a landlord (the taxpayers of Niles who own the asset) and
the tenant (the “Y”). If you’ve ever rented property to live
in or for business purposes, you’ll recall that the lease is
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a legal document outlining the responsibilities of both
parties. In the lease between the Village and the “Y,” it
clearly states that the property must be maintained and
that specific programs/initiatives will be carried forth.
It is my firm belief that the Niles Family Fitness Center
would transition to the YMCA with very little difference
for the members. Sure, some things would change, but
mostly the YMCA leadership has committed to keeping
the core offerings the same.
I am very respectful of the Niles Park District’s interest
and initiative to take over operations of the NFFC as
well. We must examine their proposal as it affects all the
residents of Niles – not just the membership and Fitness
Center employees.
In my twenty-four years as a Trustee under the leadership
of former Mayor Nick Blase, Niles had what I would call
its Golden Age. Many new government buildings and
out-of-the-ordinary programs were created. The Village
then had huge sales tax revenue and TIF districts that
were supported by sales tax revenue.
This is no longer the case. Many of us had already been
buying goods online pre-Coronavirus, and now the
number of people shopping on the internet has grown
exponentially. And at the same time when our brickand-mortar sales tax collections are going down, the cost
of government has grown. The net result? The virus is
affecting more than our health – it’s playing havoc with
our Village budget.
However, all is not doom and gloom. If our Village
government operates more like a business, a Niles
Platinum Age may yet dawn. We must keep our costs low,
provide all essential services to the max, and be selective
regarding non-essential services. Most importantly, we
must grow our economy in the form of new retail instore shopping. This will not be easy, but we must make
it happen. The Niles Platinum Age can be right around
the corner. I will work as hard as I can in my last eight
months of service to be a harbinger for this change.
Enjoy the fall season with family and friends to the best
of your ability in these trying times. Please wear face
coverings and social distance. Lastly, please vote this
November. This is your right and – more importantly –
your duty as a citizen.
Sincerely,

Andrew Przybylo
Mayor of Niles
VNILES.COM
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More from Village Hall
Farm On Franks

Above: Garden
The Niles Community Garden, Farm on
Franks, delayed opening this season in beds at the Farm
On Franks.
order to ensure extra safety measures were
Below: A black
in place to keep gardeners healthy. Since
swallowtail
the Farm’s opening in May, gardeners caterpillar at the
have made up for lost time; only halfway Farm on Franks.
through the season, Village staff and
the Niles Garden Club have donated
a collective 125 pounds of produce to
the Niles Family Services Food Pantry.
Gardeners are thrilled to be back at the
Farm, nurturing seeds into fruitful crops
and enjoying the sense of community that
the Farm offers.

“No Solicitor” Decals Available at Village Hall

A resident has the right to prohibit all solicitors and
canvassers from being on their premises by posting a
“No Solicitors” notice. This decal should be placed on the
front door or window so that it can be clearly seen when
approaching the building. If the decal/notice is clearly
visible, a solicitor should not distribute advertising
materials, knock on the door or ring the doorbell. If this
happens, you may ask them to leave your property and
call the Niles Police Department as soon as possible at
(847) 588-6500. Decals can be picked up at Village Hall,
1000 Civic Center Drive, anytime Monday through
Friday 8:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M.
Solicitors are required to obtain a permit from the
Village in order to go door-to-door in Niles. However,
certain groups do not need permission from the Village
to solicit/canvass door-to-door and are allowed to do
so between 9:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M. Monday through
Sunday. These groups include religious organizations;
educational institutions; membership, political or
veterans’ organizations; and scouts. But even these
groups are prohibited from
distributing
advertising
materials, knocking on your
door or ringing your doorbell
if the “No Solicitors or Peddlers
Invited” decal or similar notice
is clearly visible.
847.588.8000
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From the Village Clerk

Marlene Victorine, Village Clerk - (847) 588-8003

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
REGISTER TO VOTE

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2020

If you have an Illinois driver’s license or state ID, you may register online through the Illinois Board of Elections
website by October 18 or register in person at Village Hall by October 6. You can also register at any Early Voting
site and on Election Day; however, you must vote at the same time. Please note that any voter who needs to register
for the first time or file an address change must present two forms of ID, one of which shows the voter’s current
address.

VOTE BY MAIL AND SECURE DROPBOXES

Due to COVID-19, voters are strongly encouraged to vote by mail. Apply for a mail ballot application at
cookcountyclerk.com/elections or request an application from the Village Clerk’s office. Completed applications
must be returned to Cook County by Thursday, October 29. In addition to mailing your ballots back to Cook
County via USPS, there will be secure dropboxes located at over 50 early voting sites (including Niles Village Hall)
where voters can drop off their completed mail ballots during Early Voting. Mail ballots will be collected on a
daily basis and will be time stamped. Act early to allow enough time to receive and return your ballot!

EARLY VOTING AT NILES VILLAGE HALL (Begins October 19)

You may vote early, in person, at Niles Village Hall on the following dates:
Monday-Friday (8:30 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.)
Saturday-Sunday (9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.)
October 19 through October 23
October 24 and October 25
October 26 through October 30
October 31 and November 1
November 2
Any suburban Cook County voter may vote at any suburban Cook County Early Voting Site. Government-issued
photo ID is not required but is helpful and speeds up the process to verify the voter’s registration address or
signature.

ELECTION DAY (Village Hall is not an Election Day polling place)

Anyone voting on Election Day must vote at his or her assigned polling place. Hours are 6:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.
Please note that Niles Village Hall is not an Election Day polling place and will be closed on Election Day.
Verify your voter information, find your polling place, view your sample ballot including public
questions (referenda) and get information on working on Election Day as a paid Election Judge at
www.cookcountyclerk.com/elections.

CONSOLIDATED ELECTION -Tuesday, April 6, 2021
The Office of the Village Clerk of the Village of Niles will be accepting candidate petitions for the following
positions: Village President (four-year term) and three Village Trustees (four-year terms).
A Candidate’s Guide is available from the Illinois State Board of Elections at www.elections.il.gov. Information is
also available from the Cook County Clerk’s Office www.cookcountyclerk.com/elections.
The filing period for candidates seeking election at the April 6, 2021 Consolidated Election is December 14-21,
2020. File petitions in the Village Clerk’s Office at Village Hall, 1000 Civic Center Drive, during regular business
hours 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Monday through Friday.
VNILES.COM

4

|

847.588.8000

|

Community Development

Planning and Property Maintenance - (847) 588-8040

New Comprehensive Plan

The Village of Niles is currently developing its new
“2040 Comprehensive Plan.” A Comprehensive Plan
serves as the Village’s official guide for land use, physical
improvement and development — a “road map” for the
future. It provides elected and appointed Village officials
with long-range policies that will affect growth and
change in Niles over the next 15 to 20 years. These factors
include: land use and development, transportation and
circulation, community facilities and infrastructure,
open space and sustainability, and community
character and urban design. Most importantly, the
Comprehensive Plan allows residents and Niles
decision-makers to identify and respond to changing
community needs and desires in a thoughtful, proactive
way. The key with this plan is that it is communitydriven and helps to set future budgets, as the 2030
Comprehensive Plan has since 2011 — with over 85%
of the priorities or recommendations implemented. It
will now be reevaluated and new priorities established
by the community.
Earlier this year, the
Village’s Building and
Zoning Committee
accepted applications
from
interested
residents to be a part of
a Comprehensive Plan Above: The 2030 Comprehensive
Advisory Committee. Plan has guided Village progress
The Committee also since 2011. The new 2040
includes key Village Comprehensive Plan is currently
under development.
staff, and collectively
serves as a sounding board for this process. Working
with the Village on this project as the consulting team
is The Lakota Group, who has begun by creating a
thorough report of existing conditions (the “State of the
Village”) to help to guide the next steps of developing the
plan. Over the next few weeks and months, the Lakota
Group will be conducting interviews with committees
and focus groups and hold community workshops to
help shape this State of the Village report.
Another way the Lakota Group and the Village will
be seeking input from residents and stakeholders will
VNILES.COM
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be via the website www.Niles2040.com. This website
provides up-to-date information on the comprehensive
planning process and allows for direct community
input and connectivity with Village Staff and decisionmakers. Residents can take a look at the website to learn
about the Comprehensive Plan, ask questions, share
their Village stories, and share their Village ideas!

Controlling the Rodent Population in Niles

As colder months arrive, rats will seek the warmth of places
where people live. Rats can thrive on just an ounce of food
and water daily, so when they enter a neighborhood and
gain access to meat, fish, vegetables and grains, they will
stay. Rats prefer to feed in and around homes, restaurants
and businesses, but they will settle for scraps from trash
bags and cans from private yards. Rats get the shelter
they need from tall weeds and grass, fences and walls,
garbage piles and abandoned appliances. To prevent these
critters from coming into your home, a community effort
works best. The Village of Niles is working with Rose Pest
Control to perform rodent abatement.
Take some time to follow these 10 steps to prevent a rat
infestation in your neighborhood:
1. Limit their food source by placing trash in covered
metal or heavy duty plastic trash containers;
2. Keep the house and yard neat and clean;
3. Remove uneaten pet foods and clean up food spills;
4. Avoid storing food in basements;
5. Fix plumbing leaks to cut off their water source;
6. Cut tall grass and weeds along alleyways;
7. Remove dog waste regularly;
8. Pile wood and other stored items at least 18 inches
above the ground and away from the walls;
9. Clean out the area behind wooden steps, especially
those leading into the house;
10. Clean out furnaces and
fireplaces prior to use.
For more information, contact
the Community Development
Property Maintenance Division
at (847) 588-8040.
847.588.8000
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Fire Department

(847) 588-6800 (Non-Emergency)

National Preparedness
Month

COVID-19

The Niles Fire Department is
committed to providing the best
possible care for the community
throughout
the
COVID-19
pandemic.
The
Department
constantly strives to mitigate the
risks associated with the disease so
that they can still transport those
who need emergency medical care
The Niles Fire
to the hospital while preventing
Department wears
extra protective
the spread of COVID-19. NFD
equipment during
members sanitize the ambulance
the pandemic.
after each incident and wear
protective masks that prevent the
spread of COVID-19 between them and the public.
Furthermore, they have protective gowns and gloves
that further reduce the risk of spreading the disease
between Firefighter/Paramedic and resident. The Niles
Fire Department is working closely with its partners
at Advocate Lutheran General Hospital and following
recommendations from the CDC, IDPH, and Cook
County Department of Emergency Management.
Residents who have questions or concerns about
COVID-19 that relate to the Niles Fire Department can
contact staff at (847) 588-6800.

National Preparedness month
is recognized each September
as a time to promote
community and family disaster
planning. This year’s theme
is: “Disasters don’t wait, make
your plan today.” The Niles
Fire Department recommends
that each household create a
disaster supplies kit so that
your family is prepared if disaster strikes. Ready.
gov, which is an official website of the Department of
Homeland Security, recommends that each kit have
enough food, water, and supplies to last for several days.
The food supply should be comprised of non-perishable
goods and the recommendation is to have one gallon of
water per person, per household, per day. Other items
you may want to include in your disaster supplies kit
include your cell phone and charger, prescription and
non-prescription medications, a change of clothes for
each member of your family, fire extinguisher, batteries,
paper plates/towels, etc. We recommend you have a
dedicated location to store your disaster supplies kit
and ensure that each member of your household knows
where to find it. For a complete list of recommendations Fire Hydrant Painting
and supplies for your kit please consult Ready.gov/kit.
The Village of Niles will be painting fire hydrants in
the following neighborhoods: Oakton Manor, Grennan
CPR Classes
The Niles Fire Department plans to resume its CPR Heights and Oak Park.
classes starting September 8, 2020. The NFD will provide Hydrant painting is not just for aesthetics, but to inform
both a “Healthcare Provider” and a “Heart Saver” class the Fire Department on the flow rate of each hydrant.
which allows students to choose the class that best suits This information is gathered from the annual hydrant
their needs. The Healthcare Provider Class is designed flushing program. The hydrants are painted yellow and
for pre-hospital and in-facility environments focusing each hydrant cap is painted a different color to signify
on high-quality CPR in a team setting. Our Heart Saver the available flow of the hydrant. These color codes relay
Class is designed for the individual who wants to be important information to our Fire Department when
prepared for an emergency while babysitting, teaching, responding to a fire.
or simply in their day-to-day life. There is a Healthcare
Provider Class scheduled for September 8, 2020 and Safety Tip of the Quarter
November 10, 2020 from 6:00-10:00 P.M. and a Heart If possible, have at least two ways out of every room
Saver Class scheduled for October 13, 2020 from 6:00- and make sure all doors and windows open easily. In
9:00 P.M. For more information about which class may the event of a fire it’s important to be comfortable using
be right for you, or to register for a class, call the Fire both methods of escape.
Department today at (847) 588-6800.
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Police Department
(847) 588-6500 (Non-Emergency)

Pedestrian Safety

As a pedestrian, it is important
to follow these help tips to keep
you safe:
• Sidewalks – Walk on
sidewalks whenever they
are available.
• Face Traffic – If there is no side-walk, walk facing
traffic and as far from traffic as possible.
• Be Alert – Keep alert at all times; don’t be distracted
by electronic devices that take your eyes (and ears)
off the road.
• Crosswalks – Whenever possible, cross streets at
crosswalks or intersections, where drivers expect
pedestrians.
• Be Visible – Be visible at all times. Wear bright
colored clothing during the day and wear reflective
materials or use a flashlight at night.

Keep Your Pet Safe From Wild Animals

Rabies is a viral disease that causes inflammation of
the brain in mammals. In wild animals, Rabies is most
commonly found in bats, skunks, raccoons, and foxes,
and in most cases is transmitted by a bite. In Cook
County, all dogs and cats are required by law to receive
their Rabies vaccine every 1 or 3 years depending on
what is recommended by your veterinarian. If your dog
or cat was to bite someone and they are not current on
their Rabies vaccine, they must be quarantined at an
animal hospital for a 10-day observation period. This
will be both costly to you, and stressful for your pet.
Why such strict rules? Rabies is almost 100% fatal. Once
symptoms start to occur, there is no treatment. If you are
bitten or even scratched by a wild animal or a domestic
animal of unknown vaccine status, your prognosis is
good as long as you seek immediate medical attention.
Unfortunately, if your cat or dog were to be bitten or
scratched by a rabid animal, the prognosis is very poor
if they are not current on their Rabies vaccine. Even in
these trying times, it is important to keep yourself and
your pets protected against this serious disease.
Call your veterinarian today to schedule an appointment
for your pet’s Rabies vaccine if they are overdue, or give
them a call if you ever have any questions or concerns
about your pet’s health.

Bicycle Safety Tips

1. Go With the Traffic Flow. Ride on the right in the
same direction as other vehicles. Go with traffic-not
against it.
2. Obey All Traffic Laws. A bicycle is a vehicle and
you’re a driver. When you ride on the street, obey all
traffic signals, signs and lane markings.
3. Yield to Traffic When Appropriate. Almost always,
drivers on a smaller road must yield (wait) for traffic
on a major or larger road. If there is no stop sign
or traffic signal and you are coming from a smaller
roadway (out of a driveway, from a sidewalk, a bike
path, etc.), you must slow down and look to see if
the way is clear before proceeding.
4. Be Predictable. Ride in a straight line, not in and out
of cars. Signal your moves to others.
5. Stay Alert at All Times. Use your eyes AND ears.
Watch out for potholes, cracks, wet leaves, storm
grates, railroad tracks or anything that could make
you lose control of your bicycle. You need your ears
to hear traffic and avoid dangerous situations; don’t
wear ear phones when you ride.
6. Look Before Turning. When turning left or right,
always look behind you for a break in traffic, then
signal before making the turn. Watch left or right
turning traffic.
7. Watch for Parked Cars. Ride far enough away from
parked vehicles to avoid the expected (such as doors
opening or vehicles pulling out).
8. Wear a helmet!

Gone, but never forgotten

The Niles Police Department extends its sincerest gratitude
to the community for the outpouring of support following
the tragic loss of three of its own.

Sgt. Joseph Lazo • Ret. Ofc. Joseph Paglia • CSO Michael White
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Niles Public Works
(847) 588-7900

Leaf Pickup

Leaf pickup runs from October through November, and is
provided free-of-charge to residents every week according to
the following schedule and map (Dates marked with an asterisk
differ from the zone’s typical day of the week).
Zone Leaf Pickup Day
1

Monday

2

Friday

3

Thursday

4

Wednesday

5

Tuesday

Dates
Oct 5, 12, 19, 26
Nov 2, 9, 16, 23
Oct 2, 19, 16, 23, 30
Nov 6, 13, 20, 25*
Oct 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Nov 5, 12, 19, 24*
Oct 7, 14, 21, 28
Nov 4, 12*, 18, 25
Oct 6, 13, 20, 27
Nov 3, 10, 17, 24

It is a violation of Village code to dump
leaves in the street on dates outside of
the above schedule. Landscape services
are responsible for removing leaves and
cannot dump leaves in the street.
Requirements to Keep in Mind:
• Rake leaves into the street no later than
5:00 A.M. the day of the scheduled
pickup.
• Leaves must be free of grass, branches,
plants, and rocks. Leaves only!
• Leaves in plastic bags or boxes are
not allowed. All leaves must be loose.
• Do not park in the street during leaf collection. Place
garbage and recycling containers on the house side of the
curb and not in the street. This allows crews to pick up
leaves without obstruction.
Residents choosing to bag their leaves may purchase yard waste
stickers ($2 each), and place the sticker on a paper yard waste
bag or a 35-gallon garbage can used for disposal and place for
Groot collection on their regular garbage pickup day.
Public Works cannot provide additional leaf pickups beyond
these dates. Groot will provide a free bagged yard waste pickup
in the first two weeks of December to help wrap up the fall leaf
collection season. Leaves must be bagged for the December
pickup, but no sticker will be required for this special pickup.
Questions? Call (847) 588-7900.

Document Destruction Event (SWANCC)
The Village of Niles will host an
electronics recycling and document
destruction event on October 17 from
9:00 A.M. until 12:00 P.M. The event
will take place at Niles Public Works,
6847 W. Touhy Avenue. The event is cosponsored by SWANCC, the Solid Waste
Agency of Northern Cook County.

8

Guidelines and Restrictions:
• Residents are limited to six (6) file-size boxes or paper bags
of “sensitive documents”.
• NO magazines, newspapers, store receipts, photos, books.
• NO paper from businesses – including “home” businesses.
• Plastic and metal binders or clips need to be removed from
all paper! Staples are okay.
• Absolutely NO plastic bags!
SWANCC events are limited to residents that live in an Agency
community because they pay for these programs through
their garbage tipping fees. Additionally, the IL Electronics
Law dictates that electronics must come from households.
Therefore, materials from businesses, schools, and institutions
are not allowed.
The event will follow special new procedures to help prevent
the spread of COVID-19. Staff and volunteers will wear masks
and gloves and regularly sanitize their hands. Safe distancing
of six feet will be expected when there is interaction with any
individual. Residents will remain in the vehicle when dropping
off materials and unlock/open the trunk from inside the
vehicle for staff to unload the items. Any necessary ID checks
will be done through a closed window. Most importantly, any
person experiencing viral symptoms or who has had the
COVID-19 virus should wait 14 days before attending
a recycling event.
For more information, visit www.vniles.com.

New Village Program
Announcement: Yard
Drainage Assistance Program

The Village of Niles is implementing
a Yard Drainage Assistance Program
to provide financial assistance in the
form of reimbursement for the costs of
qualifying stormwater improvements made
by Niles homeowners to address rear yard drainage problems.
Please visit the Village of Niles Stormwater Commission
webpage to learn more about qualifying problems, program
eligibility, allowable expenses for reimbursement, and
homeowner responsibilities. Eligible projects can qualify for
reimbursement equal to 50% of the improvement costs up to a
maximum of $4,000. https://www.vniles.com/392/StormwaterCommission.
Eligible Problems:
Yard drainage problems are defined as standing water that
damages landscaping or buildings and subsequently causes
significant loss of use of property. Applications for financial
assistance to address drainage problems shall be prioritized
based on the following yard drainage problem criteria:
• Standing water evaluated based on:
• Duration of flooding, especially when standing water
persists for greater than 72 hours following rain events;
• Depth, especially when six inches or greater;
• Extent of the area flooded;

• Extent of damage to landscaping or property;
• Frequency or number of times it can be shown that standing
water meeting the conditions listed has occurred;
• The number or size of adjacent properties that contribute
runoff to the problem area;
• Properties with seepage damage due to standing water
against the foundation of the primary residential structure
will also be prioritized.
Evidence for meeting these criteria can be shown through a
combination of topographic data, measurements, service
request records, written testimony, or photographic evidence
provided by the applicant. The Engineering Division of the
Public Works Department can assist homeowners by providing
existing aerial topographic and flowpath data for their use.
Contact Public Works for more information at publicworks@
vniles.com.
The application forms for the program are available on the
Stormwater Commission page of the Village website.
Eligible Solutions:
Typical solutions that could be used to reduce or eliminate the
negative impacts associated with standing water on private
property include:
• Pipe with discharge to existing sewer
• Pipe with discharge to surface
• Overland flow route improvements
• Exterior/yard pumping system
• Rain garden or bio-infiltration systems
• Infiltration trenches
If the drainage solution includes a new connection to the
combined sewer system or limited capacity storm sewer,
eligibility will be limited to properties with severe drainage
problems.
Timeline:
The deadline for the first year of applications will be January 1,
2021. Funds can be allocated to assist 12 properties based on
the maximum reimbursement amount allowed. Projects will
be prioritized based on the severity of the problems that are
documented in the applications. The Village’s goal is to notify
applicants of their eligibility for 2021 projects by January 14,
2021.

Don’t Put Our Trees
in “Coffins”

Pictured in this photo is
what many arborists refer
to as a tree coffin, which
can be extremely damaging
to trees. Mature tree roots
need soil that contains
roughly 50 percent air.
Adding fill dirt too close
to your tree’s trunk and
established root system can
reduce the air in the soil, and can slowly but easily kill your
tree. In fact, the Village of Niles Code of Ordinances states in
Sec. 106-32 Abuse and mutilation on public property that no
one may intentionally damage any tree, including by allowing

substances that are harmful to trees come into contact with
them. Adding landscape blocks around a Village of Niles
parkway tree and filling with soil that makes contact with the
trunk falls into this category. If you have one of these structures
surrounding your parkway tree, please remove it. The Niles
Forestry Department has also seen an increase in violations
including hanging bird feeders and swings to parkway trees.
This action is not permitted per the Village ordinance. Fines
can be issued at $100 per inch diameter breast height. The
Village of Niles Public Works will be out and enforcing this
ordinance. For more information, please contact the Village
Forester at (847) 588-7900.

Public Works IDOT Award

The Niles Public Works Department recently received the 2020
“Build a Better Mousetrap Award” from Illinois Department of
Transportation. The Build a Better Mousetrap Award highlights
innovative solutions to everyday challenges that local and
tribal transportation professionals encounter. The Niles Public
Works Department received the award for the development and
implementation of a system using Garmin navigation devices
to provide turn-by-turn route directions to drivers while
salting or snow plowing. The Department had previously been
recognized by the American Public Works Association for the
same project this past April, when it received the “Management
Innovation Award.”
The competition, focused on making the transportation
workplace safer and more efficient, solicited ideas of innovative
movers and shakers within the industry. Each agency or county
was allotted the opportunity to
submit their innovative idea and
have it evaluated. The judging
criteria was based on five items:
• Cost
• Savings/Benefits to the
Community
Screen shot of Public Works’
• Ingenuity
navigation system.
• Ease of Transference to
Others
• Effectiveness
Niles Public Works Director Fred Braun explained, “Typically
navigation devices are designed to direct a motorist from
Point A to Point B using the fastest or shortest route. Public
Works needed a navigation unit that went from Point A to
Point B, while plowing all the streets in between and in the
order identified by the optimized salting or plowing route.” To
accomplish this task, using in-house personnel and an off-theshelf Garmin navigation unit, Niles staff were able to develop
a method to program the device to follow carefully calculated
optimized routes.
The Build a Better Mousetrap judges ultimately selected Niles
In Cab Turn-by-Turn Snow Plowing Navigation System as
the overall State Winner of the competition. Braun said,
“The efforts of this project allow new and old drivers alike to
easily navigate salting and plowing routes, saving a significant
amount of time to complete, and providing better service to the
residents and businesses of Niles.”
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Niles Senior Center
is Open!

switch plans. If you currently have prescription drug
coverage, you should review your coverage during this
period. You might want to enroll in a Medicare drug plan
that better meets your needs.
For more information, or assistance with reviewing your
plans, please contact the Niles Senior Center at (847)
588-8420.

On September 1, 2020 the
Niles Senior Center reopened
with a modified schedule.
Virtual
programming
continues and onsite programs have resumed. Please
contact the Senior Center at (847) 588-8420 or www. Senior Sweets & Treats—Niles History in a Box
vniles.com for more information.
Presented by Niles Senior Center • $15 per box
Lending Laptop Program
Learn the history of some of the most iconic businesses
Are you interested in virtual programming but don’t have in Niles and receive a box containing a sampling of
a device? Or do you want to see what virtual programming their specialties.
is all about before making a purchase? If either answer is Each box will include:
yes, please call the NSC and ask about our new Lending • Chocolate Baklava from
Laptop program. Instruction is included. (847) 588-8420.
Papagalino Café
• 1/4 pound of Italian cookies
Flu Shot Clinic
from Minelli Meats & Deli
Thursday, September 17 • 10:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M.
Flu shots will be offered on a first come, first serve basis. • Apple Strudel from Omega Restaurant and Bakery
Osco accepts most insurance cards. A high-dose vaccine • Triple Chocolate Caramel Apples from Affy Tapple
is available for 65 and over and is covered by Medicare. Boxes will be delivered to Niles residents Monday,
The Quadrivalent vaccine for 18 and over is covered by September 28 and 29. A pickup option for residents and
most insurance plans. A Pneumonia vaccine, including non-residents will be offered on Tuesday, September 29
Prevnar, is available for 65 and over and is covered by from 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Each box costs $15.00—
Pickup or delivery.
Medicare.
NSC is offering two-different presentation formats:
Medicare Open Enrollment
1. Each box will contain a history presentation that you
Open enrollment October 15 through December 7
can enjoy at your leisure.
Are you considering enrolling in or changing your Medicare
Part D plan? During open enrollment beneficiaries who 2. A virtual tour experience is available Friday, October
2 at 3:00 P.M. via Zoom or phone.
are not enrolled in Medicare prescription drug coverage
can enroll. Also, current enrollees in the program can Please register by phone or online.

Niles Community News
District 219 and the Education Foundation: get ready for this unprecedented school year. The Education
Foundation also approved $10,000 in funds for Wraparound
Supporting the Community During COVID
Since its inception, Niles Township High School District
219 has worked closely with The Education Foundation
(Supporting the Students of Niles Township), an independent
nonprofit whose mission is to support students and enhance
education through financial assistance and other resources.
Once the COVID-19 pandemic began forcing schools and
businesses to close, The Education Foundation shifted gears
to help Niles Township students and their families facing
challenges during this difficult time. Many Township families
have found themselves in unimaginable situations, such
as unemployment, threat of eviction, and food insecurity.
The Foundation donated $10,000 to the Niles Township
Food Pantry to help families put food on the table and an
additional $2,200 towards the Food Pantry’s School Supply
Drive. During the first week of August, the Pantry provided
900 backpacks equipped with school supplies to help students
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services for children in Niles Township facing extenuating
financial circumstances.
The Education Foundation has already fulfilled several
requests, with the fiscal agent support of D219, such as
requests for laptop computers and other school supplies.
Since 2007, The Education Foundation has awarded more
than $375,000 in grants and scholarships to assist students.
Visit http://www.edufoundnt.org.

Niles-Maine District Library Wins $10,000 Award

Congratulations to the Library’s Public Relations and
Marketing Department for winning the prestigious and
coveted John Cotton Dana Award for their Best. Deal. Ever!
library card sign-up campaign. The award is presented by the
American Library Association for the best in library public
relations and strategic communications and comes with a
$10,000 prize.

Niles-Maine District
Library Program:
Wills and Trusts

Community Events

Latest Updates on Programs and Gatherings in Niles

Saturday, September 19, 1:00 P.M.-2:30 P.M.
For Adults
Niles-Maine District Library Online Program
www.nileslibrary.org
Free, Advance registration required.

St. John Brebeuf’s Annual Golf Outing

Hosted by St. John Brebeuf Holy Name Men’s
Club
Sunday, September 20, 2020
First Tee Off @ 12:00 P.M.
Arlington Lakes Golf Club
1211 S. New Wilke Road – Arlington Heights
$65.00 Per Golfer - Includes 18 Holes of Golf, With
Cart, and Choice of hot dog or brat with chips and
soft drink beverage during your round of golf.
Those interested are encouraged to make
reservations as soon as possible.
Jim Lange (847) 826-1676
Dennis O’Donovan (847) 744-2927

Teen Trivia Night
Thursday, September 24, 5:00 P.M.-6:00 P.M.
For Teens
Niles-Maine District Library Online Program
www.nileslibrary.org
Free, Advance registration required.

Two Lane Gems with Theresa
Goodrich
Tuesday, September 29, 10:00 A.M.-11:00 A.M.
For Adults
Niles-Maine District Library Online Program
www.nileslibrary.org
Free, Advance registration required.

Night of Roses - Virtual Event
October 16
Live on Niles TV and Facebook
www.nileschamber.com
See list of honorees in Business Section insert.

October Niles Bingo Nights:
Community Virtual Bingo
Whether you are e-learning, working from home
or back to “normal” – join your community for
Virtual Bingo four different evenings in October.
It’s free to participate with fun prizes for winners.
Dates and details will be announced in September.
Check vniles.com and nileslibrary.org for updates.
This community event is brought to you by the
Village of Niles and Niles-Maine District Library.
Niles Bingo Nights include fun prizes and special
guests including:
• Mayor Przybylo
• Niles-Maine District Library
• Niles Police Department
• Niles Fire Department
• Niles Public Works

Halloween Notice

The Village of Niles does not specifically regulate
or restrict Halloween Trick-Or-Treating, but
annually offers safety tips and recommended
hours. In 2020, amid the COVID-19 pandemic and
in the interest of public health, the Village is not
recommending or endorsing Trick-or-Treating
and so will not be publishing recommended hours
(in past years, the recommended hours were 3:00
P.M.-8:00 P.M.)
If any individuals do choose to participate in
Trick-or-Treating, they should adhere to all CDC
recommendations at all times regarding masks and
social distancing, along with the perennial safety
tips for visibility and crime prevention. Please be
respectful of neighbors in the community who
may not desire visitors at this time. For more
information, visit cdc.gov.

Event Cancellations

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and current restrictions and recommendations
surrounding community events, the following
events are cancelled for 2020:
• Feast of Maria SS. Lauretana
• National Night Out
• Niles Community Block Party
• Holly Jolly Fest
This is not an exhaustive list and offerings are
subject to change.

Holiday Garbage Delay: Refuse and Recycling collections will be delayed
by one day the week of Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 2020.
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From the Front Cover:
The Leaning Tower Bells
In collaboration with the Community Bell Advocates,
the restored bells in the Leaning Tower are ready to
start ringing. A “clock chime” will ring every 15 minutes.
In addition, the bells will ring songs at 9:00 A.M., 12:00
noon, 3:00 P.M. and 6:00 P.M. including Red River Valley,
and three custom Niles melodies. The bells began ringing
Labor Day weekend on Friday, September 3.
Visit the Leaning Tower and hear the bells ring!
Follow the Village on Facebook to learn
about the restoration and history that dates
back to the 17th century.

VILLAGE MANAGER
Steven C. Vinezeano

MAYOR
Andrew Przybylo

VILLAGE CLERK
Marlene J. Victorine

TRUSTEES
George D. Alpogianis, John C. Jekot, Danette O’Donovan Matyas
Denise M. McCreery, Craig Niedermaier, Dean Strzelecki
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Business Section
Focus on Niles - Fall 2020
The Village of Niles knows this is a challenging time for businesses. The Village encourages all residents and
visitors to continue supporting local businesses, while being safe and following all local health guidelines.

Small Business Recovery Loan Program

The Mayor and Village Board directed Village
staff to evaluate COVID-19 assistance programs
that other communities were implementing
to assist their small businesses through the
pandemic. Finance and Economic Development
staff reviewed the assistance programs in Aurora,
Wilmette, Bartlett, and Lake Bluff, among many
others. Staff also contracted several banks about
their individual programs for small business. The
Village solicited proposals for a program of its own
from the following banks including Wintrust Bank,
Royal Bank, First American Bank, and North Side
Community Bank. Village staff also discussed the
program with PNC Bank, the Village’s current bank.
The new Small Business Recovery Loan Program
will provide no interest loans of between $10,000
and $25,000 to restaurants in Niles. The Village may
allocate up to $500,000 to fund the program. The
Finance Committee voted to recommend approval
of the program with implementation by September
1. The Village Board approved the program at the
regular Village Board meeting on August 25.

Golf Mill Park

The Village applied for a Department of Commerce
& Economic Opportunity Grant for the development
of Golf Mill Park. The State of Illinois allocated
$50,000,000 in Rebuild Illinois Funds to the
competitive Public Infrastructure (RIPI) component
of DCEO as part of the Governor’s Five-Year
Economic Development Plan. Golf Mill Park will
provide open space, walking trails, and recreational
amenities. Golf Mill Park would be developed in
conjunction with the Golf Mill Mall redevelopment
and provide pedestrian promenades from the park
into the mall. The DCEO grant application was
submitted by the Village in an effort to secure
$1.4 million in additional funding for the park’s

VNILES.COM

Preliminary design rendering for Golf Mill Park.

|

development. Golf Mill Park is an integral component
of the infrastructure required to retain and increase
activity in the area. The mall and surrounding retail
facilities support nearly 2,500 employees.

7300 and 7338 N. Waukegan
(Former Marathon Gas)

The Village acquired the former Marathon Gas
Station and restaurant building at 7300 and
7338 N. Waukegan Avenue. Public Works staff is
coordinating procurement of services for removal
of the underground storage tanks and demolition
of the buildings. Two different developers have
already expressed interest in the property. Economic
Development staff is engaged in discussions
regarding their interest and potential plans.

D’Agostino’s Restaurant
The new D’Agostino’s Pizza and Pub restaurant
opened on August 14 at 7530 W. Oakton Street in the
former Riggio’s Restaurant location. D’Agostino’s
offers dine-in, curbside pick-up and no-contact
delivery. The Village would like the community to
extend a warm welcome to the Village’s newest
restaurant.

D’Agostino’s new
Niles location
at Oakton &
Milwaukee.

Golf Mill Mall Redevelopment

Economic Development Director John Melaniphy
coordinated a Zoom conference call meeting with
Sterling Organization, Pace Bus, and Village staff on
the preliminary redevelopment plans for the mall.
Director Melaniphy also conducted conference
calls with several residential developers including
Wingspan, Lynmark Group, Finger Companies,
Atlantic Development, Reva Development, DAC
Development, and John James Construction.
The Sterling Organization architects are master
planning the mall redevelopment which may
add open-air plazas, restaurants, entertainment,
multi-family
residential
development,
847.588.8000
|
hotels, medical office, and recreational uses.

(continued)

Focus on Niles Business Section - Fall 2020
Also, a Chick-Fil-A restaurant was approved for
their second store in Niles store on the Golf Mill
property at the southeast corner of Golf Road and
Greenwood Avenue. Chick-Fil-A opened their first
store in Niles in 2019 at 5650 W. Touhy Avenue.

Starbucks

Phillips Edison has submitted plans to develop a
Starbucks on an Oak Mill Mall outlot at Milwaukee
Avenue and Oakton Street. Director Melaniphy
submitted their plans and exhibits to Community
Development staff for review.

Virtual Night of Roses

The Niles Chamber of Commerce & Industry is
proud to announce the nominees for the 16th
Annual Niles Night of Roses, to be held virtually
on Friday, October 16, 2020. The Niles community
is invited to watch the event live on Niles TV and
Facebook Live. All links to tune into the livestream
will be featured on the Niles Chamber of Commerce
website (www.nileschamber.com) or via the Niles
Chamber of Commerce & Industry Facebook Page.
The winner in each category will be announced live
from among the finalists listed here:
Corporate Citizen of the Year Award
• Summit Industries
• Bear Family McDonald’s
• Shure Incorporated
Ken Scheel Chamber Member of the Year
• Jeff Curry - State Farm
• Judy McNulty - Niles-Maine District Library
• Yannis Reglis - Brunch Café
Small Business of the Year
• Izzy’s Arcade Bar
• Pilorum Spa & Salon
• Joe Donut
Niles Citizen of the Year
• Joe LoVerde
• Alan Zielinski
Dedication to Youth Excellence
• John Petitt - Culver School
• Sheila Wheatley - Mark Twain School
• Lindsey Brubaker - Niles Park District
Distinguished Voluntary Service
• Roberta Tellefsen - Niles-Maine District LIbrary
• Denise McCreery - Village of Niles Trustee
• Debi Gajewski
Public Safety Award of Excellence
• Fred Braun - Niles Public Works
• Scott Guerino - Niles Fire Department
• Fotis Markadas - Niles Police Department
Bob Wordel Living Legend Award: Mike Shields

Thank You to Donors: Niles Community
Donates Food and Supplies During
Pandemic

In these unprecedented times, the Village of Niles
is grateful to all those that have made donations
and showed their support. Numerous businesses
have donated either personal protective equipment
(such as masks and face shields) for use by first
responders, or grocery items for distribution
through Niles Family Services’ food pantry,
including the following organizations.
Personal Protective Equipment Donations (PPE)
• American Science &
• Maplewood Brewing
Surplus
Co.
• AutoZone
• Niles Township School
• Axon
District 219
• Bee Sales
• Notre Dame College
• BlueLineBeasts.com
Prep
• Bradford Exchange
• Nose Candee
• Central Infusion
• Park Ridge Niles
Alliance, Inc (CIA)
School District 64
• Chicago Water & Fire
• Paul & Sharon
Restoration
Kolodzik
• Costco Wholesale
• Quantum Builders
• Eden Enterprise
• Quill Corp
• Festival Polonaise
• Rich Products
• Fuzion Custom
• Target – Golf Mill
Appareal
• Target – Touhy
• Fyzical Therapy &
Avenue
Balance Centers
• Team A Plus Inc
• Gary Huan
• Universe Optimax
• Home Depot –
• VKF Renzel
Dempster
• Walmart – Golf Road
• Jerry’s Fruit & Garden • Walmart – Touhy Ave
• JohnsByrne Company • WeMakeThings3D
• K-Radio
• Woodward, Inc
• LSL Healthcare, Inc
Niles Food Pantry Donations of $500 or More
• Coca-Cola Great Lakes
• Costco Wholesale
• Chicago Food Corporation
• Fresh Farms
• Knights of Columbus
• Niles Lions Club
• NorthSide Community Bank
• Optimist Club Niles
• State Farm Insurance – Jeff Curry, Agent
• Patel Brothers Niles
Special thanks as well to all restaurants, businesses,
families and individuals that brought food and
treats to Village staff, Niles Police Department,
Fire Department and Public Works. Your Niles first
responders truly appreciate it!

John C. Melaniphy • Director of Economic Development • (847) 588-8074 • jcm@vniles.com

