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Dear Fellow Citizens of Niles,     

     May I begin my first address in the 
Niles quarterly newsletter by thanking all 
residents who supported me in my desire 
to become Mayor of Niles. To those folks 
who voted otherwise or those individuals 
who did not vote, I ask for your support 
because I truly want to be the Mayor for 
all of Niles. I want to work for all and 
work in unity with our Board of Trustees. 
These can be great times for our Village. 

     In the coming months and years, I will 
be dedicated to serving in accordance with 
the many messages I’ve received from our 
citizens and the compact agreed upon. 

     Rather soon, you will notice that the 
Animal Control Officer will be back in the 
neighborhoods taking care of the nuisance 
of skunks and stray animals. 

     Performance Management will be codi-
fied by our Board of Trustees and discus-
sions have already begun with Senior 
staff--who are excited about the process. 

     We will strengthen our Ethics Ordi-
nance with the changes to our Ordinance 
that will allow for an Independent Inspec-
tor General. Niles government and em-
ployees will be the standard for municipal 
ethical practices. 

     Our Police Chief will formalize and 
brand: The Senior Anti-Fraud Program. 
Seniors deserve nothing less than to have 
their Village as a partner against crime and 
duly noted through signage, placed at the 
entrance to their homes. 

 And there are so many more concerns 
that need to be addressed, none more 
important than the need to reduce property 
taxes. On that front, I’m pleased to write 
that on this past May 9--through the good 
offices of Cook County Assessor Joseph 
Berrios--513 home owners filed for a 
property tax reduction. Though a few may 
not receive a lesser tax, I promise that this 
event will be ongoing so that all will ben-
efit. 

 In closing, and on the topic of taxes, 
this government will work progressively 
through efficiencies and collaboration with 
other government agencies to reduce the 
cost of government. I would appreciate any 
citizen’s input toward that end. 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER & SEE YOU 
AT THE 4th of JULY PARADE!

    Sincerely, 
         
      Mayor Andrew Przybylo
P.S.  For those neighbors who are strug-
gling in these difficult economic times, be 
assured that your government will be pro-
business, thus being pro-employment. 

A Message From Mayor Andrew Przybylo

Federal Disaster Assistance
Flood Disaster Assistance Available for April Flooding

Apply Online at
www.DisasterAssistance.gov

Apply by Phone at
1-800-621-FEMA (3362)



2

Stormwater Relief Program
Year I of Preliminary Engineering Complete

     Following the adoption of the Stormwater Relief Program in June 2012, 
the Village of Niles hired Hey and Associates to complete the preliminary 
design for the Tier-1 Stormwater Management projects. The Tier-1 projects 
are:

Cleveland Relief Sewer•	  – a new storm sewer to provide flood relief to 
properties near Cleveland, east of Osceola. 

Main Street Relief Sewer and Storage•	  – provide storage facility and 
storm sewer improvements near Milwaukee / Main. Sewer improve-
ments along Lee and Main combined sewers. 

West Side Storage Basins - •	 construction of detention basins at one or 
two locations and associated connecting sewers.

     The preliminary design process includes survey, concept design verifi-
cation and refinement, coordination with affected property owners, per-
mitting coordination, preparation of preliminary engineering plans, and 
preparation of opinion of probable cost. The preliminary engineering for 
all Tier-1 projects will be substantially completed by August 2013. It is 
anticipated that one or more of these projects (or phases of the projects) 
will begin construction in 2014.

     The Neva Avenue Bioinfiltration Basin project is a separate project that 
is being largely funded by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. 
This project design has been completed and is anticipated to be constructed 
later in 2013.  This project will help capture, store and infiltrate stormwater 
at the south end of Neva Avenue where it dead-ends at the Village’s water 
tank.  Visit www.vniles.com to view the final report.

Judge Aurelia Pucinski conducts the May 14, 2013 swearing-in ceremony for Mayor Andrew Przybylo.  
Judge Anthony Kyriakopoulos conducted the swearing-in for Trustee George D. Alpogianis, 

Trustee Danette O’Donovan Matyas and Trustee John C. Jekot.  All will serve a four-year term.   

Mayor and Trustees Sworn into Office

Property Tax Assistance Successful

On Thursday, May 9, Cook County As-
sessor Berrios, in conjunction with Mayor 
Przybylo and former Mayor Callero, hosted 
a well-attended workshop for residents to 
learn about appealing their property tax as-
sessments as well as potential tax relief due 
to recent flooding.  

Due to the heavy turnout, Assessor Berrios 
arranged to have Cook County personnel on 
hand at Village Hall the following Friday 
and Saturday in an effort to assist many 
more residents.  

Residents who completed the tax forms 
can expect to get a response from the Cook 
County Assessor’s Office within approxi-
mately eight weeks.   Residents can also 
expect to have this type of workshop with 
each reassessment cycle.  

Assessor Joseph Berrios
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Niles Historical Society
The repository of all things Niles

    
Come meet our new curator, Dan Smaczny! 

The next program is Sunday, July 7. Antique 
appraiser John Leonard will be on hand to 
appraise your items. Admission is free. 
Please contact the Museum for more details.

Touring the Museum is free and open to the 
public. You can search for people, places and 
things in Niles by visiting us. 
We are also open for school tours and kids’ 
summer adventures!

The Niles Historical Society is open
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Document Destruction &                         
Electronics Recycling Event

Saturday, June 29  9 a.m. - Noon
    

     The Village of Niles will host a SWANCC- 
sponsored Document Destruction and Electronics 

Recycling event for residents on Saturday, June 29, 
2013 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the Niles Public 

Services Department, 6849 Touhy Avenue.

Acceptable E-Recycle Items
Computers-PCs/Laptops

Computer Monitors
DVD/VHS Players

Fax Machines
Mobile Phones

Mice/Keyboards/ZipDrives
MP3 Players

PDAs
Printers
Scanners

Televisions
Video Game Consoles

Free Prescription Discount Card
     

     The Village of Niles, as 
a member of the National 
League of Cities, is pleased 
to offer to residents a free 
prescription discount card. 
The cards are available to 
Niles residents at Village Hall, 
the Senior Center, the Fitness 

Center, the Police Station and the Fire Stations or online at 
www.caremark.com/nlc and click on “Print a Card Now.”

   The card is not insurance.  It is a discount program that is 
available at participating pharmacies.  Discounts can be up 
to 23% of the regular retail price.  The discount card can be 
used anytime your prescription is not covered by insurance.    

Fourth 
of 

July 
Parade

Thursday, July 4

9:00 a.m. Step-Off
Enjoy Post Parade Festivities

at
Grennan Heights Park
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Summer of Programs and Activity
by Senior Center Director Kelly Mickle

Nature Photography.  Nature 
photography allows you to docu-
ment and express your delight in 
a season, flower, or the natural 
beauty outdoors.  Discover the 

beauty of plants, animals, landscapes, and gardens.  Learn 
how to capture and communicate those discoveries through 
photography.  Focus on photographic strategies and skills 
while expanding your awareness and appreciation for 
the outdoors.  Tuesdays, June 18 & 25, 9:30-11:30am.  
$30M/$35NM

Summer Fireworks Cruise.  Enjoy a summer evening 
in downtown Chicago with a great dinner followed by 
Wednesday night fireworks on Lake Michigan.  We will de-
part late afternoon, arriving for dinner at Pompei on Taylor 
Street, a Chicago institution since 1909 in the Little Italy 
neighborhood, where you will feast on a delicious lasagna 
dinner.  Then it’s off to Navy Pier for 
a 1-hour evening fireworks cruise with 
the spectacular Chicago city skyline as 
your backdrop.  Wednesday, August 21, 
4:30-10:30pm.  $72M/$77NM

Tuesday Night Workshops.  The Niles Senior Center will 
be open EVERY Tuesday evening in July & August.  Sign 
up for any of our new and exciting workshops, or Dinner 

& Movies.  If you want to do both, we have added a bonus 
encore movie the following day, so you don’t have to miss 
out on one or the other.  Also, hot dog dinners will be sold 
for each evening for $2.00M/$3.00NM, all dinners must be 
registered and paid for prior to the day of program.  
Contact the Senior Center for movie schedules.  

America on the World Stage – July 2 
How to Keep your Costs Down – July 9 

Nook Workshop – July 16 
Big City Chefs Ranch Ribs  – July 23 
Salsa & Merengue Dance – July 30 

The Republican Response to the 2012 Elections – August 6
The Changes in Medicare – August 13 

Big City Chefs Manhattan Supper Club – August 20
Party Line Dances – August 27

Wanted: Houses Seeking Curb Ap-
peal!  The 26th Annual Community 
Paint-A-Thon will be held on Saturday, 
September 7, 2013. If the exterior of 
your house needs to be painted due to 
peeling, fading or worn paint, consider 

applying. To qualify, homes must be owned and occupied 
by people with limited financial resources and the owners 
must be at least 60 years of age or have a permanent dis-
ability that hinders them from doing the work themselves. 
Once a home is determined eligible, volunteer teams are 
matched to do the scraping, priming and painting of the 
house.
  
For more information about any of these programs, please 
call the Niles Senior Center at 847-588-8420.

Senior Center
999 Civic Center Drive

The Niles Teen Center
The Niles Teen Center, 

located inside of Golf 
Mill Mall, provides a welcom-

ing, structured and safe environment 
for local teens to spend time with 
friends, receive homework assis-
tance, play games and develop social 
skills.  Also, the Niles Teen Center 
promotes community service oppor-
tunities, special activities and trips 
and educational programs.  The Niles 

Teen Center welcomes any teens to 
join as a member and participate in 
Teen Center programs.

Summer programs include the 9th 
Annual Job Shadow Day, the 6th 
Annual “Night in the Mall” Lock-
In, participation in the 4th of July 
parade, a Job Shadow experience 
with Old Navy, a kick-off festival for 
the Public Library’s Summer Read-

ing program, and trips 
to the Six Flags Great 
America, two different water 
parks, and ice skating.

For more information on the Niles 
Teen Center visit us on the web at 
www.NilesTeenCenter.org or stop by 
the Niles Teen Center at Golf Mill 
Shopping Mall.
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Lightning Safety Tips

•  PLAN AHEAD: If thunderstorms are forecasted, con-
sider postponing outdoor activities.

•  WATCH THE SKY: Make sure someone in your group 
monitors the weather conditions.
 
•  USE THE 30/30 RULE: When you see lightning, start 
counting. If you cannot count to 30 before you hear the 
thunder, then get indoors immediately! Once indoors, stay 
there for 30 minutes after hearing the last rumble of thun-
der before resuming outside activities. CAUTION: This 
is a guideline and is not useful if a thunderstorm is actu-
ally forming overhead. The first strike of lightning may 
occur near you. You won’t be able to “hear it coming,” so 
remember to monitor the weather conditions around you!

•  GET AWAY FROM WATER: Stop activities in or near 
water and seek a substantial shelter.

•  SHELTER: The best shelter 
from lightning is a substantial 
building.

•  AVOID: car ports, porches, 
garages, sheds, tents, baseball 
dugouts, or under bleachers.

•  STAY AWAY: from trees, 
electrical poles, or other tall objects.

•  IMPENDING STRIKE: If your hair stands on end, or 
you experience a tingling sensation, lightning may strike 
soon! DO NOT LIE FLAT ON THE GROUND! Crouch 
down on the balls of your feet to create the lowest profile.

     If your home is struck by lightening, call 911 immedi-
ately.  You also should have the electrical wiring inspected 
by a qualified electrical contractor as soon as possible.  
Once in a structure, the current from a lightning strike can 
travel through electrical lines, plumbing, phone lines, and 
radio and TV reception systems. Lightning can also travel 
through any metal wiring or bars in concrete walls or floor-
ing.

Consumer Safety

The Niles Police Department 
reminds the public to perform 
due diligence before giving 
contributions to anyone solicit-
ing donations or individuals 
offering to provide assistance 

to those affected by tornadoes. Solicitations can originate 
from e-mails, websites, door-to-door collections, flyers, 
mailings, telephone calls, and other similar methods.

Before making a donation of any kind, consumers should 
adhere to certain guidelines, including:

•Do not respond to any unsolicited (spam) incoming e-
mails, including clicking links contained within those mes-
sages, because they may contain computer viruses.

•Be skeptical of individuals representing 
themselves as members of charitable organizations or of-
ficials asking for donations via e-mail or social networking 
sites.

•Beware of organizations with copy-cat names similar to 
but not exactly the same as those of reputable charities.

 
•Rather than follow a purported link to a website, verify 
the legitimacy of nonprofit organizations by utilizing vari-
ous Internet-based resources that may assist in confirming 
the group’s existence and its nonprofit status.
 
•Be cautious of e-mails that claim to show pictures of the 
disaster areas in attached files because the files may con-
tain viruses. Only open attachments from known senders.
 
•To ensure contributions are received and used for intend-
ed purposes, make contributions directly to known organi-
zations rather than relying on others to make the donation 
on your behalf. 

•Do not be pressured into making contributions; reputable 
charities do not use such tactics. 

•Be aware of whom you are dealing with when providing 
your personal and financial information. Providing such 
information may compromise your identity and make you 
vulnerable to identity theft.
 
•Avoid cash donations if possible. Pay by credit card or 
write a check directly to the charity. Do not make checks 
payable to individuals. 

•Legitimate charities do not normally solicit donations via 
money transfer services. Most legitimate charities’ 
websites end in .org rather than .com.

Fire Department
8360 Dempster Street

Police Department
7000 Touhy Avenue
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ComEd Power Outage
Your Calls to 1-800-Edison-1 Matter

If you have an outage at any time, it 
is very important for you to contact 
ComEd and report it immediately.  
The information you provide allows 
ComEd to better evaluate the power 

system within the Village for chronic issues and helps 
track outages in your area.

There are new ways that you can report outages:

Mobile Device: Text “OUT.”  Subscribers to Outage 
Alerts can quickly report an outage by texting “OUT” 
to 26633. You will also receive notifications when 
an outage has been reported at your address, and get 
ongoing updates as the status of your outage changes.

Mobile Device: Report in App.  Use the free ComEd 
Mobile App to quickly report an outage from a smart 
phone device.  The app will also provide notifications 
as the outage status is updated.

Online Account: Log In.  Log in to your account 
to report your outage online.  Your online account 
provides system status, the availability to report your 
outage, and ongoing updates as your outage status 
changes. 

Visit www.comed.com

Vehicle Stickers On Sale Now
Buy Your Sticker Before June 30

     This year, the vehicle sticker design 
features the Village banners that are 
featured along Milwaukee Avenue.  

     These banners are part of a Ban-
ner Sponsorship Program in cooperation with the Niles 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  Local businesses 
and organizations in Niles have purchased sponsorships 
for these banners and are identified on the bottom of 
each banner they sponsor. 
 
 The Village thanks these wonderful Niles businesses 
and organizations. 
 

     
 Reduced rates are available for senior citizens, 
at least age 62 by June 30, and to disabled veterans.  
Stickers are valid from July 1, 2013 through June 30, 
2014 and can be purchased by mail, in person or at a 
local currency exchange.     

     You may purchase your vehicle stickers at Village 
Hall in the Finance Department during regular business 
hours (8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday).  
The Finance Department will also be open on Saturday, 
June 22 and Saturday, June 29 from 8:30 a.m. until 
noon.

     For more vehicle sticker information, please contact 
Village Hall at 847-588-8000.

Municipal Electrical Aggregation Update
       

     The Municipal Electrical Aggregation program 
is moving forward.  The referendum, allowing the 
program, was approved by residents on April 9.  
Public hearings were held on April 29 and May 1.  

     Following Village Board approval of the Plan of 
Governance, the Village will then go out to bid for 
the supply of electricity.  If a rate more favorable 
than ComEd’s can be obtained, the Village will 
enter into an agreement with an alternative retail 
electricity supplier.  

     At that time, all eligible residents and small 
businesses would be notified by mail, and may then 
choose to opt-out of having their electricity supplier 
changed.  Electric bills will continue to come from 
ComEd.  

     Residents who have already switched to the 
Integrys Energy Savings Program should contact 
the Village of Niles at 847-588-8009 to discuss their 
options, if they have not already done so.    
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Road Resurfacing This Summer

     The following Village resurfacing 
projects are scheduled for completion 
this Summer:

National Ave - Wright Ter. to Carol Ave1. 
Crain St. - west end to National Ave2. 
Wright Ter. - Shermer Rd. to National Ave3. 
Belleforte Pl. - Wright Ter. to north end4. 
Hamilton Dr. - Shermer Rd. to east end5. 
Greenleaf St. - Harlem Ave to Shermer Rd.6. 
Main St. - Harlem Ave to Shermer Rd.7. 
Monroe St. - Milwaukee Ave to Harlem Ave8. 
Mulford St. - Merrimac Ave to Lehigh Ave9. 
Merrimac Ave. - Howard St. to village limit10. 

Public Services
6849 Touhy Avenue

Refuse & Recycling Carts 
Only $27 A Year for Each

     Do you find that a 35-gallon 
refuse can or 18-gallon red 
recycling bin is just not big enough 
for your refuse or recycling needs?

     Through an agreement with 
Groot Industries, residents may rent one or more 
heavy-duty, 65-gallon refuse and/or recycling carts for 
only $2.25 a month for each or $27 a year.  The refuse 
and recycling carts are specially designed for the 
hydraulic lifts on Groot Trucks.

     Residents may also purchase an additional red 
recycling bin for only $5 at Village Hall. 

WHEN YOU RECYCLE, WE ALL WIN!!

Water Conservation Tips
Environmental Practices Committee

Turn off the faucet while brushing your teeth. »
Repair leaks in sinks and toilets. »
Reduce shower times. »
Run your dishwasher & clothes washer with full loads. »
Use a broom or rake to clean the driveway. »
Water only the landscape, not the street and sidewalk. »
Use a rain barrel to water landscaping. »
Defrost food in the refrigerator. »
Keep water in the refrigerator versus  »
running the faucet.
Don’t use the toilet as a wastebasket.  »

Outdoor Water Restrictions
     To help conserve water, the 
Federal Water Administration 
and the Illinois Department of 
Transportation’s Division of Wa-
ter Resources requires munici-
palities to enact outdoor water 
sprinkling restrictions.

     In Niles, all outside watering between the hours of
12:00 p.m. (noon) and 6:00 p.m. is prohibited on every day 
of the week from May 15 through September 15. 

     Generally, watering during this time of day is ineffective 
due to the fast evaporation rates.  Therefore, delaying water-
ing to the best possible times helps conserve water.   
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NILES FAMILY FITNESS CENTER
987  Civic Center Dr. Niles Illinois 

847-588-8400
www.nilesfitness.com

ONE FREE MONTH
ON 

ALL NEW ADULT ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS

FIND THAT PERFECT BALANCE

FIT 
FOR EVERY “BODY”

June 1-30, 2013
terms and conditions apply


