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“Where People Count”

Happy Holidays From Nicholas B. Blase
On behalf of the Board
of Trustees and Village of
Niles staff, I would like to
wish you all a joyous holiday season and very
Happy New Year!
As we remember holiday seasons past, prominent are the feelings of warmth and excitement as family and friends gather to celebrate life and a new year. It is always very
special to watch as our neighborhoods here
in Niles begin to sparkle with lights and
carefully placed holiday decorations.
Residents of all ages enjoy the sights and
sounds of home during the holidays. It is
a wonderful time of year for all of us!
As we prepare to spend quality time
with family and friends, let us not forget
our neighbors in need. This season try to
share what you can with others around you
within the community that are less fortunate. You will find the warmth in your
heart to be very rewarding.
The Niles Family Service tries to assist
Shop Locally This Holiday
A Message From the Chamber

This holiday season, the
Village of Niles and the Niles
Chamber of Commerce
reminds you to shop locally.
Whether looking for services to
help with year end projects or
fighting the holiday hustle and
bustle, look first for local
stores, businesses and malls
only a few minutes away.

as many families as possible during the
holidays. These families may be your
neighbors or even someone in your family.
Food, toys, and clothing are the things that
people need most of all during the holidays. Let’s all try to make this holiday
season a happy one for all of Niles families. If you are interested in donating,
please contact Niles Family Service or the
Niles Senior Center at 847-588-8000.
Also, as we spend what we can this
holiday season, we should all try to make
an effort to shop at our neighborhood
stores for our holiday feast, gifts, and decorations. This local support of business
helps to keep Village services at levels we
all truly appreciate.
In closing, may the New Year bring
good health, prosperity and happiness to
your home.
Very truly yours,

Mayor

While shopping local not
only puts retail dollars back
into the village, providing services that keeps Niles safe and
vibrant, it also sustains our
business corridors making
Niles a destination for out of
town shoppers. Remember that
local businesses are not only
your neighbors, but always the
first to support your schools,
clubs, and organizations. Ever

notice the back of your kid's little league jersey? It proudly
boast the business whose sponsorship made it possible to purchase team equipment and uniforms.
The Niles Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (847)
268-8180 would be happy to
recommend local companies
that would appreciate the support of its community.
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Village Phone Numbers
Mayor Blase and the Village of Niles Sister Cities organization was presented
with a $7,000 donation from newly opened Super H Mart. The donation was
used to purchase silent auction items for the Taste of Sister Cities benefit held this
past November at the White Eagle.

Thanks to the generosity of A-American Custom Flooring in Niles, the Village
was the recipient of a $20,000 donation presented to three local charities chosen
by Mayor Blase’s wife Faye. The charities were the Niles Lions Club, the
Northwest Italian American Club, and the Niles Optimist Club.
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Emergency........................................911
Information Line.....................588-8411
Mayor’s Office........................588-8003
Village Clerk’s Office.............588-8003
Administrative Offices............588-8000
TDD....................................588-8059
Finance Department................588-8000
Community Development.......588-8040
Fire Department......................588-6800
Police Department..................588-6500
Consumer Fraud.....................588-6524
Public Services.......................588-7900
Human Services......................588-8460
TDD....................................588-8440
Senior Center..........................588-8420
TDD....................................588-8487
Family Fitness Center.............588-8400
TDD....................................588-8433
Free Bus System.....................588-7960
Niles Teen Center...................663-9185
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months, providing some assurance of knowing how much your
gas bill will be each month.
2. SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR:
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) helps low-income households pay for energy services. Contact Maine Township at 847-297-2510.
Nicor Gas Sharing Program provides one-time annual
grants of $150 to residential customers who are having difficulty paying their gas bill. Contact your local Salvation Army.
Illinois Home Weatherization Assistance Program
(IHWAP) provides weatherization services to low income
homes. Contact 1800-571-2332.

Beware Of Customer Select Program
CUB Says Program Is Confusing and Misleading

Consumers have complained to the Citizens
Utility Board (CUB) about misleading telemarketing, mail marketing, and door-to-door sales
tactics among Customer Select suppliers.
What is “Customer Select”? The Customer Select program allows Nicor Gas customers to choose an alternative natural gas company. CUB argues that the program is confusing,
misleading, and fails to give consumers the right information.
If approached to change your gas service, follow these tips:
1) Don’t sign up for any new service at the door or over the
phone or through the mail. Ask for a copy of the contract and
take at least a day to review the terms and conditions. If you
don’t understand the contract, don’t sign it. Call CUB if you
have any questions, 1-800-669-5556.
2) Don’t give out your utility account number to anyone
unless you already have decided to change suppliers (Nicor).
3) Don’t sign up for a new supplier until you compare prices
and terms of service with other companies.
4) If you’re not interested in switching suppliers and concerned about falling victim to a scam, ask Nicor to put a block
on your account, which will prohibit any unauthorized changes
to your service.
Is a fixed rate a good deal? With rising gas prices, CUB
states that fixed plans may be appealing, but you could end up
paying more on an annual basis. A fixed rate is not the same
as the Nicor Budget Plan.

Village Joins Energy Collaborative
Water Pumping System Costs Lowered

The Village of Niles joined forces
with the Municipal Energy Collaborative
to identify economic alternatives to rising
ComEd rates. On January 1, 2007, "rate simplification" will
increase electricity expense for the municipal water system by
69% over current charges. In an effort to mitigate some of the
increased expense, the Village secured competitive pricing
from several certified Retail Electric Suppliers.
The lowest qualified bidder was Peoples Energy Services.
Under a seventeen month power purchase agreement, Peoples
will provide electric power at an increased rate of only 19%
compared to the increased ComEd rate of 69%. This equates to
a savings of $138,646.00 for the Village. Competitive pricing
will be secured once again at the end of the seventeen month
agreement.

Save Money This Winter
Know What Is Available For You Now
The price of natural gas is on the rise and
the following tips can help you manage winter
costs:

Under the ComEd Franchise Agreement, municipal
electric service is free for everything but street lighting, alley
lights, and water pumping. The municipal water pumping system has an average monthly electric consumption of 400
Kilowatt-hours (KWh).

1. ENROLL IN “NICOR” BUDGET PLAN:
The Budget Plan spreads your gas bill payments over 12

of air pollutants that negatively impact ozone.

The Village of Niles is a member of
'Clean Air Counts', a nonprofit campaign
that is working to improve air quality in
the Chicago area by targeting the problem
of urban smog. Visit www.vniles.com to
learn more about our efforts and
www.cleanaircounts.com to learn how you can "Make a
Visible Difference."

If 5,000 households replaced 5 burned out incandescent
bulbs with compact fluorescent light bulbs, the Chicago
region’s NOX emissions would be reduced by 4 tons every
year.
*
*
*
*
*

How Does Being Energy Efficient Improve Air Quality?
Lower energy usage reduces the levels of fossil fuels
burned at power plants which, in turn, reduces the levels
Village of Niles Newsletter
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Use energy– efficient fluorescent bulbs.
Leave unnecessary lighting off.
Wash clothes in warm or cold water setting.
Use a/c less on cooler days in the summer.
Insulate roofs, walls, doors and windows.
Winter 2006
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--Milwaukee Avenue--

Village of Niles

Planning Moves Forward

“Teardowns”

Work is moving forward
with the $820,000 "Streetscape"
enhancement grant awarded to
the Village from the State of Illinois. In August, the Village
Board approved an agreement with Smith Engineering
Consultants and the Ad Hoc Milwaukee Avenue Corridor
"Streetscape Committee" has been formed.

Over the last 3 years,
changes have been made to
the Niles Zoning Code which
reflect the concerns of the residents regarding the
amount of new construction and the size of homes
being built in Niles.

The Streetscape Committee (a group of citizens, business
owners, elected officials, and key Village staff) will work
alongside Smith Engineering over the next year in a series of
meetings and workshops. The committee will be challenged
as they study existing conditions on Milwaukee Avenue from
Harts to the south and Monroe to the north to determine
streetscape solutions. "We will begin by studying what we
know from the completed Milwaukee Avenue "Conceptual"
Plan and what we learn from the detail engineering work on
the ground. With this information, the committee will determine constraints and opportunities," stated Assistant Village
Manager Steven Vinezeano. "What works on one parkway,
may not work on another parkway, but we still need to make
it all flow."

* Reduce the maximum permitted height from a possible 38' to 32'
* Reduce the Floor Area Ratio from .6 to .525 (this is
the direct relationship between the square footage of the
home and the size of the lot. Example: 6250 square foot
lot- 3,750 (4,150 with attached garage vs. 3,281 square
foot house permitted now including garage)
* Increase the required side yard by one additional foot
from 5' in R-2 zoning to 6'.
* Maintain the 50% masonry requirement, not permitting the covering of masonry on the first floor with artificial plaster (EFIS/Dryvit).
* Construction areas to be fenced in and notice to be
given to adjacent property owners of pending construction. A 4' x 4' sign to be posted with the construction
hours and contact information.
* Reducing the maximum height of detached garages
from 17' to 15' and a maximum area from over 1000
square feet to 700 square feet.
* Maximum width of driveways and driveways must
lead to a parking structure.
* Encourage the construction of open porches serving
the first floor through permitted encroachment of 20%
into a required front yard.

The streetscape work on Milwaukee Avenue from Harts
to Monroe will be conducted at the same time street "reconstruction" work is conducted from Albion to Birchwood.
Actual construction will not take place until spring of 2008
at the earliest. During the construction phase, businesses
along Milwaukee Avenue will be disrupted as little as possible.
Please go to www.vniles.com to get the latest information
on the Milwaukee Avenue Corridor Project or contact
Assistant Village Manager Steven Vinezeano at 847-5888007 or scv@vniles.com. We want to hear from you!!

Some proposed changes for 2007 may include notification of adjacent property owners when excavation is
required for sewer and water, restoration of the parkways within a required time frame, and the definition of
new construction in order to eliminate the claim of
remodeling when the entire existing house is almost
removed.

Wal-Mart Grants to Community
The Village of Niles recognizes the generosity of WalMart celebrating their new store at 8500 Golf Road. Store
Manager Cyndi Kolich presented grants totaling over
$35,000 to the following community organizations: Total
Learning Community Foundation, Niles Chamber’s Dollars
for Scholars, Gemini Jr. High, Niles Police and Fire, Niles
Public Library, Wings, Niles Senior Center and Food Pantry,
Prevent Blindness America, and Maine School District 63.
Village of Niles Newsletter

On January 8, 2007 at 8:00 P.M. the Planning
Commission will be discussing the issues relating to
teardowns at this regularly scheduled meeting in the
Council Chambers. Residents are welcome to voice
their opinion and concerns.
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FREE TAX ASSISTANCE
Beginning February 5th, Niles Senior
Center AARP Tax-Aide Counselors will
provide FREE personal income tax assistance to qualified seniors in accordance
with the guidelines established between
the IRS and the AARP Foundation. All
Tax-Aide Counselors are certified by the
IRS.
Qualified seniors may schedule a tax
appointment beginning Monday, January

29, 2007 by calling the Tax Appointment
desk 847-588-8440 Monday through
Thursday, between the hours of 9:30 AM
and 3:00 PM.
If you have any questions regarding
this program, please contact MaryAnn at
847 588-8420.

them for a dependent child. At present
there is very little financial help for the
purchase of hearing aids; only the
Kiwanis, Lions Club International or
other sources listed on the Better
Hearing Institute website, www.betterhearing.org.

Hearing Aid Tax Credit
Call Your Representative
This would be an
excellent time to contact
your Congressperson or
Senators to encourage them to support
the Hearing Aid Tax Credit Act (HR 414
and S1060). The Act would give a $500
tax credit to people who buy hearing
aids if they are 55 or older or are buying

To contact your officials their local
numbers are as follows:

Hearing aids can be quite expensive
and if enough people make their wishes
known this tax credit would be helpful.

1. Are you anxious about or dreading the upcoming holidays?
2. Do you run out of time to do things every holiday season?
3. Are the holidays unusually painful for you due to the loss
of a loved one or memories of difficult past holidays?
4. Do family holiday parties seem chaotic? Do family members get along?
5. Do your needs tend to be pushed aside? Do your needs
always have to come first?
6. Are your holidays a lonely or painful experience?
7. Are your expectations of the holidays realistic?
8. Are finances a problem?
If you answered yes to any of these questions, you may be
at risk during the holiday season. Would you like help? Call
Family Services at 847-588-8460 for confidential assistance.

Beat Holiday Stress!
The holidays are upon us. For some people, even those who may appear to be
happy, the holidays may be a time of anxiety, stress, depression and/or loneliness. As
a result, they become less productive as
they take on second jobs to pay holiday
bills. This season can be especially difficult for people who have lost a loved one or close friend, especially if the loss occurred during a previous holiday season.
Sometimes, an individual thinks they are under stress when
they are struggling with another type of disorder, such as,
depression, anxiety, or even substance abuse. To see if you are
at risk for holiday blues, answer the following:

NILES HISTORICAL MUSEUM
8970 N. Milwaukee Ave., Niles

CARBON MONOXIDE
Worried!? Give Us A Call and Ease Your Mind

The Village of Niles Community Development
Department and Senior Center work together
to offer free residential inspections for carbon monoxide
and natural gas leaks. Appointments may be scheduled
by calling 847-588-8480. Stop worrying!

Come join us this winter! We have
wonderful programs scheduled. It is a
great way to spend a couple of hours
with your museum.

Programs:

Do You See a Water Main Break?
Contact Us Immediately!!
If you suspect a water main break, please call the Public
Services Department at (847) 588-7900 between 7:00 a.m. and
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday for assistance.
Outside of normal business hours, or on weekends and holidays, please call the Police Department non-emergency number at (847) 588-6500. They will contact the appropriate
Public Services personnel.
Village of Niles Newsletter

Senator Dick Durbin 312-353-4952
Senator Barack Obama 312 886-3506
Rep. Jan Schakowsky 773 506-7100

* January 7, 2007 at 2:00 pm 12th Day of Christmas.
* February 25, 2007 at 2:00 pm Andrew Jackson
Listen as President Jackson tells the tales of his
wartime exploits, his disagreements with congress, and
his tumultuous presidency. Presented by Terry Lynch.
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New Animal Control Ordinance

Carbon Monoxide Alarms
Required in Your Home!!

The Animal Control Ordinances has been updated to avoid tragic events involving dogs and cats.
Pet owners should become more aware of the
responsibilities they undertake when having a family dog
and/or cat. Some of the new changes or updates are as follows:
Pets allowed per premise. The number of licensed dogs,
over 7 months of age, allowed is 3. The number of cats
allowed is 3. There can be no more than 8 total dogs and/or
cats per household.
Pet license still free, but the tag is good for the lifetime of
the animal. Instead of getting a new tag each year.
Stray animals. Pet owners must provide proof of ownership
(vet bill, adoption papers, etc.) and show their pet is current
on its rabies vaccine PRIOR to the animal’s release. Pet
owner is responsible for all fees/fines that may be incurred
while impounded. Any animal impounded more than once
will be implanted with a microchip at the owner’s expense.
Cruelty to Animals. From responsible animal care (adequate food/water, veterinary care, etc.) to negligence, to
abandonment, to killing or injuring an animal (domestic or
wild) to confining your pet in a motor vehicle, the fines
range from $50 to not less than $150 for each subsequent
offense.
These are just some of the changes that are now in effect.
To find out the new Village Animal Ordinance in its entirety,
contact Animal Control Officer Babikan at 847/588-6508.

By Fire Chief Barry Mueller

Be advised of the following safety
issues: the Carbon Monoxide Detector
Act and the replacement schedule for
existing smoke/carbon monoxide detectors.
Illinois Carbon Monoxide Alarm Detector Act
The Governor has signed the Carbon Monoxide Alarm
Detector Act (Public Act 094-0741). This new law requires
homeowners and landlords to install carbon monoxide detectors in all buildings containing bedrooms and sleeping facilities. Effective January 1, 2007, every dwelling unit will be
required to have at least one approved carbon monoxide
alarm within 15’ of every room used for sleeping purposes.
Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Replacement
The National Fire Protection Association states that in
apartments and one and two family dwellings, smoke detectors shall be replaced when they fail to respond to tests, but
shall not remain in service longer than 10 years after the date
of installation. Additionally, most smoke detector manufacturers now indicate a maximum service lifetime of 10 years
for their product.
If you have any questions feel free to call 847-588-8036
and leave your name, telephone number and the nature of
your question(s). You will then receive a return telephone
call from a Village of Niles employee. As always, your safety is of utmost concern to me. Having smoke/carbon monoxide detectors that are properly maintained help protect you.

In selecting a carbon monoxide detector or a combination carbon monoxide and smoke detector make sure
that it is UL listed and is either battery operated or has a
battery back up feature.

Be Safe and Feel Safe
With the approach of winter, the holiday and of
course the shopping season, the NILES POLICE
DEPARTMENT would like to assure you that you can feel
secure while commuting, driving, residing, visiting and
shopping in the Village of Niles. We are extremely focused
on aggressively patrolling the various shopping centers,
parking lots and roadways to deter potential problems.
Besides staffing a sub-station in the Golf Mill Shopping
Center for supplemental service (847/827-1320), the
Department is working closely with shopping centers
throughout the Village. Furthermore, this agency will assign
Auxiliary Police Officers to various walking posts/shopping
areas for additional security.
Here are crime prevention suggestions for your safety:
* Be extremely careful of strangers.
* Be in full control of your purse and/or wallet.
* Lock your vehicle and place valuables in the trunk.
* Keep a close watch on youngsters and the elderly.
* Drive carefully and fasten your seat belts.
* Call the Niles Police Department for ANY assistance,
suspicious activities or service need at 588-6500.
Village of Niles Newsletter

Some locally sold brand/model number choices are:
Kidde Carbon Monoxide Detector - Model KN-COBB, Model KN-COPP-B and Combination Carbon
Monoxide & Smoke Detector - Model KN-COSM-B;
First Alert Carbon Monoxide Detector - Model
FCD3N, Model FCD4, Model FCD2BT and
Combination Carbon Monoxide & Smoke Detector - Model
SC07CN, Model SC01;
Firex Carbon Monoxide Detector - Model COE-B;
BRK Carbon Monoxide Detector - Model SC9120B, Model
CO5120PDBN, Model CO5120BN, Model FCD3BN, Model
FCD2BT, Model FCD4CN-3 and Combination Carbon
Monoxide & Smoke Detector - Model SC01BN.
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next 24 hours.
EXEMPTIONS - Some streets are exempt from snow
parking bans because driveway parking is not available.
REMOVING DRIVEWAY SNOW - Don't shovel
snow from your driveway onto the street. This can lead
to accidents and will only require additional trips from
the snow plow. Plus, its against the law.
DRIVING DURING PLOWING OPERATIONS Keep your distance from plow trucks. These vehicles are
fully loaded and driving under adverse conditions.
Stopping distances due to the load of salt and slippery
conditions are increased, so increase your distance from
the snow removal equipment as well. Also, salt is distributed from the rear of the vehicle, another reason to keep
your distance.
Snow routes and exempt streets are shown below.

Winter Parking Restrictions
Know How to Assist with Snow Removal Efforts

AFTER A 1 INCH SNOWFALL - Parking is prohibited on either side of a primary roadway or a designated
“Snow Route” until snow removal is complete. A "Snow
Route" is any primary roadway that receives immediate
attention, such as Milwaukee Ave. or Dempster St.
Residents living on snow routes are advised to use their
garages during the winter to allow for access by snow
plows.
AFTER A 3 INCH SNOWFALL - Parking is prohibited on the odd numbered side of all Village streets
(excluding snow routes and exempt streets) for 24 hours
after the snow stops, or until the street is plowed. The
same applies for the even side of the street during the

Village of Niles Newsletter
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niles family fitness center
fit for every body

WOW!
Walk The Track For Free
One
Month Free
(w/purchase of new annual membership)
Free Enrollment ($59 savings)

CALL US FOR DETAILS 847-588-8400

offer expires: December 31, 2006

www.nilesfitness.com

terms and conditions apply

Village of Niles
1000 Civic Center Dr.
Niles, Illinois 60714
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